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In memory of my Father - Leonard Alfred Brock 1916-1999. Love You. R.I.P. 


Dedication 


In undertaking a project of this magnitude, sincere thanks have to go to many people and if | 
have inadvertently missed any from the short list below, it certainly wasn’t intentional. 


Tancred, John, Adrian, Julian, Evelyn, Bec, Fargo & Anne-Marie, Lil Nat, Anthony, Ari, Peter and 
Jenny Devlin, Mickey ‘West Ham’, Stan ‘Robbo’, ‘Nobby’ Beale Jnr, Chris, Ash, the ‘Mendez 
Boyz’, various supporters clubs around NSW, Joe Murphy Photography, Sports West Media, 
Richard Kreider, Chrissy and Julie-Anne, Victor (for the coffee) and Dawn, the legions of Spirit 
fans, the Clan Miller, Celtic Association of Australia, the Ireland, England, Scotland and Cornwall 
representative sides, Manly-Warringah Referees Association, ‘Willie’ and to all of those who 
believe in the phrase: ‘For the good of the game’. 


To Remo, Manny, ‘Arnie’, ‘Bulldog’, ‘Crookie’, ‘Mossy’, ‘Billy’, the rest of the Northern Spirit 
squad and work colleagues for their help and support, and especially to my wife and children, 
Dianne, Liam and Saraid, for their patience, support and love. 


Thank-you all. 


Micky Brock 
Friday, 26th November 1999 
Sydney, Australia 
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‘Pathway to Success’ 


INTRODUCTION 


“it'll never take off. The other clubs have over twenty years of 
tradition behind them. Northern Spirit has no tradition. Where will 
they get the supporters from?" 


So spoke a highly respected TV/Print media personality and football 
pundit but, as things were to turn out, boy did he get it wrong. Big 
time! 


Indeed, it was to be seen that this very lack of ‘tradition’ was one of 
the major assets of this brand new concern and the traditions of the 
club, as such, began on day one with new and innovative ideas that 
would sweep the cobwebs of old away like a new broom. 


An NSL club on the north shore of Sydney had been muted many 
times before of course, but until the start of the 1998/99 season, it had 
never eventuated in what remains one of the lesser noted ‘hot beds’ of 
the code in Australia. An area that had been starved of top flight 
football since the inception of the NSL way back in 1977. Quite why 
this is the case is anyone’s business of course, but the untapped 
market it would help to provide proved the critics wrong, 


Many obstacles were placed in the way of those who had tried to 
establish themselves prior to Northern Spirit being given the go-ahead 
by Soccer Australia in early 1998, and none more so than Remo 
Nogarotto (Chairman) and Emmanuel Zammit (Vice-Chairman) 
pursued the dream with such a passion that it became a reality. 


A two-part plan was devised and implemented that saw the three local 
northern suburb associations - Ku-ring-gai, Manly-Warringah and 
Gladesville-Hornsby - accepting that this was a viable proposition and 
would stand the test of time. This was accomplished and phase two 
was set in motion. 


Northern Spirit, as the club was to be called, needed to attract the 
calibre of player that would show the traditional Ericsson Cup clubs 
that they meant business. To this extent, Graham Arnold was the first 
on board and became the player/coach of the new NSL club, and in 
Australian football terms, they don't come much bigger than ‘Arnie’. 


With Arnold on board it gave credence to that which Nogarotto and Co. 
were selling - a way forward for football in Australia, with the chairman 
adding: ‘No longer can we accept football being described as a 
sleeping giant. The giant has awoken!". \t was this aggressive 
approach, coupled to the signature of Arnold, that heralded the arrival 
of many of Australia’s finest. 


Kresimir Marusic, Luke Casserly, Paul Bilokapic all came aboard the 
good ship Spirit, and were joined by some that were to become 
household names before the season was out: Paul Henderson, Mat- 
thew Langdon, Daniel Watkins, Michael Cunico, Eddie Bosnar. Allied to 
these signing’s were ex-England international lan Crook, former 
Socceroo Robbie Slater and before too long, current Socceroos in 
Robbie Enes and Matt Bingley, to name a few. 


The playing staff was slowly taking shape and it became imperative 
that a Board of Directors, all remarkable in their field, was assembled 
to promote the fledgling club and to keep it in the public spot-light. 
Kerry Chikarovski, Peter Rix, Rene Licata, Allan Novis and Kathryn 
Greiner accepted positions and everything looked rosy in the garden. 


Then came the Asian market collapse, from where the majority of 
finance for the club was coming, and ‘jeopardy’ became the new 
buzzword. It was at this time that Remo Nogarotto and Co. needed to 
find new backers, and fast! 


The journey took them to England and to Mark Goldberg, Chairman 
and owner of Crystal Palace, in particular. So impressed was Goldberg 
at the way Nogarotto and Zammit conducted themselves in business, 
he immediately purchased a 70% stake. Indeed, it was the major 
shareholder of Northern Spirit that installed both Nogarotto and 
Zammit to their respective positions. 


Between January and October 1998, not only had a club been built 
from scratch, it was to be a team that would play free flowing football, 
would utilise the prevailing market forces to their advantage, actively 
search out their new supporter base with vigour and (shock, horror), 
would be totally professional from top to bottom. The very thought of 
which only months earlier would bring howls of derision and laughter. 


How soon that laughter and derision died. 


Everything was now in place. The stall had been laid out and now it 
was time to see who would come and buy from it. Was it to be the 
local north shore populous or would the whole of Sydney and beyond 
embrace the club that was to be there for all? 


Let battle commence. 
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REMO NOGAROTTO 
CHAIRMAN AND VISIONARY 


Remo Nogarotto nurtured thoughts of Australian football being as big 
as its counterparts, percentage wise, in other countries around the 
world, the Number One sport, and although he wouldn't be able to 
change the entire system within the code, along with sidekick 
Emmanuel Zammit, together they could play a major part in its overall 
change, given the chance and a bucketful lot of luck. 


The belief they held in the whole of Sydney and its surrounds 
embracing a football club irrespective of background, ethnic origin or 
colour was like a minor ache. It wasn't a great cause for concern but 
kept niggling away until something was done about it. That something 
was the inception and creation of Northern Spirit Football Club, The 
intention was made clear from the start by deleting the word ‘soccer’ 
from the name that most teams used to differentiate their football from 
other codes because it hadn't reached the summit it should have in 
over 20-years of the National Soccer League. Spirit were prepared to 
tackle these other codes head on. 


Whatever internal machinations had taken place within the league, 
Perth Glory had shown a glimmer of the future with crowds prepared 
to turn up in ever increasing numbers in the west, but lacking in 
support from other Ericsson Cup clubs, perhaps it was now the time to 
strike on the east coast. 


And strike they did, but as Nogarotto would point out: "The 
conventional wisdom within the football industry, and the dinosaurs 
that comprise the football industry, believed that the only reason Perth 
Glory were a success is because they were a ‘one team town’, and the 
more | looked at them the more | was convinced that it wasn't just this 
element, the only issue that made them work." 


IN HIS OWN WORDS 


"| looked at the fact that Rupert Murdoch, in the Super League, had 
invested somewhere in the region of $5-10 million in establishing the 
Western Reds outfit over in Perth, and with all of his money they 
couldn't make the ‘one team town’ concept work for rugby league, so 
why did it work for Perth Glory and not Murdoch? After all, while Nick 
Tana is a man of not inconsiderable wealth, | don’t think even he would 
compare himself to dear old Rupert, 


| had a long hard look at Perth and realised that it wasn't all about 
money but ideas firstly. Secondly it was about transplanting a good 
idea into a market where it would catch. This we did and it proved 
without a shadow of a doubt that this game, the latent level of demand 
for football in this country is massive, If it was going to be big in Perth, 
how big could it be if packaged and presented properly here in Sydney. 
And so the Northern Spirit and | personally, and I’m on public record 
as saying this many times, owe a huge debt of gratitude to Perth Glory 
because they came up with the template. 


The great irony, probably one of the biggest untold stories of the last 
12 months is that, notwithstanding the fact that ourselves and Perth 
Glory have emerged as kindred souls, Nick Tana and Perth Glory 
argued against our inclusion into the league. That is not commonly 
known, 


Nick and | had a chat at Parramatta Stadium the year before our entry 
and | asked him why he was opposed to us entering into the 
competition, and to demonstrate how cynical he had become towards 
‘the current trends of the time, he naturally presumed that this 
consortium called ‘Northern Spirit’ was going to be like all the other 
bad apples in the barrel. He had a pre-conceived view that we were 
going to be another ‘traditional club’ and he wasn't convinced that the 
health of the game was good enough to warrant the entry of another 


club into the system that, he thought, was going to be just another 
repeat of all the other clubs on the eastern seaboard. | think that in 
fairness to Nick, after we sat down and outlined just what it was we 
were going to do, he went from being an opponent to an enthusiast. 
Perth Glory were the benchmark and we had some sights to set on. 


Two things spurred us on. Firstly, prior to the Glory, no-one had ever 
got it right, so it wasn't like we were entering into a market place where 
all these businesses, all these clubs were subscribing to the world’s 
best practice of football administration. | knew that the product was 
sound. | knew the demand for the product would be good and no-one 
had quite got it right, so | thought with a bit of flair and imagination, if 
we put the right product together, we just might do it. 


The second point is that the most disingenuous argument you will hear 
from the ‘traditional’ clubs is that they are ‘mainstream’. The thing that 
irks me, even with some of the journalists in this country, is that the 
time has arrived when they have to make up their minds. Either you are 
a ‘mainstream’ club or you're not. There is no use protesting that you 
are when everything that you do demonstrates that you are not, from 
little things like the name of the club to who can become a member of 
it, from the ethnic composition of the supporter base to the marketing, 
which is heavily skewed perhaps into one ethnic favour. It’s all well and 
good for people to stand up and say that we accept everyone from all 
walks of life when you and | know, as do all those who have travelled 
the circles of football life in Australia know, that is not the case. There 
are clubs where 90% of their marketing strategy is geared towards one 
ethnic group. | heard David Hill say once that these people maintain 
that this is a multi-cultural society and they are multi-cultural when in 
fact these clubs are not multi-cultural at all, they are not, never have 
been. 


There is certainly at least one journalist in NSW, and even some within 
the governing body, who believe in the evolutionary model and that you 
should allow the ‘traditional’ clubs, in deference almost to the 
contribution they have made to this game, to stay and be allowed to 
change slowly. We do not have the time. They either change or they 
don’t change and, in reality, how many of them are fair dinkum about 
changing? 

In the build up to our first game at North Sydney Oval, | have to say it 
was a great thrill to see so many people here, from all walks of life and 
cultural backgrounds. It rates as one of the most satisfying nights of 
my life | think. You can plough all the work in months in advance, you 
can get all your planning right, all your strategies right, go out and do 
all your advertising, talk to people in the street and start to get a good 
feeling, but it isn’t until the doors open and the curtain goes up that you 
find out how many people will fill the theatre. | was reasonably 
confident that we would get 10,000 spectators, and if we really got it 
right with our planning, all our preparatory work, we could possibly get 
15,000. To have got close to 20,000 on the night was extraordinary. It 
was a sea of colour and to my mind, | think demolished once and for 
all the argument that soccer, as some would call it, couldn't be 
marketed in this town. We demolished the argument and importantly 
on that night, the detractors still came out of the woodwork and said it 
was a ‘one-hit wonder' and we wouldn't get them back. We then lost a 
couple of games on the trot and then managed to cobble together, the 
best you can say really, a win against Carlton in our third match and out 
came the detractors again, the experts who have been holding this 
game back for the last 20 years, and this time said that once we had 
lost a couple of games, the mob wouldn’t be back. Well, we didn’t get 
off to the most auspicious of starts maybe, but our supporters 
DID came back! 


The first night was sensational because it demonstrated that this game 
can generate the electricity of a big event, of a main event, and we kept 
it up for the rest of the year. | have to admit at this point that | watched 
the first ‘State of Origin’ (rugby league) game at home on TV and the 
crowd was something like 30,000 or so at Lang Park in Brisbane, but 
there was this huge electricity and noise reverberating around the 
ground and it suddenly dawned on me that that is exactly what our fans 
did at home matches ALL year, week-in, week-out. We made a ‘main 
event’ happen in this town every other week, every second Friday night. 
That is extraordinary. Most people say to you that you can have one or 
two major events, but to actually keep that up, to generate that 
atmosphere every fortnight, is quite unprecedented in Sydney. No 
rugby league club has ever been able to do it, I’m talking about a sus- 
tained atmosphere throughout a season and not just through a finals 
series. It is contestable whether the Sydney Kings were able to pull it 
off a couple of years ago, a much smaller indoor venue of course, but 
it had never been done week-in, week-out before in this town. The 
Sydney Swans have done so to a certain extent, but | would argue that 
no-one has brought them as close to the market as we have. 


Another encouraging aspect was that our fans showed they were 
Prepared to travel, something almost unheard of. At Belmore against 
Sydney Olympic, certainly at Marconi for both the last game of the 
season and the second-leg finals match, at Sydney United, Brisbane, 

Wollongong, Newcastle, Canberra and even down to 
Gippsland when we played the Falcons, there were 
always Spirit supporters on the move. One of the 
great traditions in football, as many will know, 
is the trip from London to Manchester or to 
Turin from Milan. This is all a part of 
supporting a side and it’s these traditions 
that our fans are starting to build here, 
We're building them very quickly and | 

cannot take any real credit for that 

because one thing that has blown me 

away is the level of emotional attachment 

we have developed from our supporter 
base for the club so quickly. It’s almost as 
if we have been around for fifty years or so, 
and | put that down to one simple thing and 
that is simply that the fans out there have been 
craving for a football team to attach this emotion 
to. These supporters, both the home support and 
those who travel away to watch the side, are the aficionados 

who love their football and who have been denied the pleasure of 
allowing this emotion to be vented towards a football club of their own. 
I'd completely underestimated how strong that would be, the emotional 
support I’m talking about here, not the numbers. It’s simply fantastic. 


| would describe this first season as ‘a roller-coaster ride without the 
safety belt’. An exhilarating experience but sometimes you didn’t know 
whether you were going to stay planted in the seat or not. Neither 
Manny (Zammit) nor | had long to put this club together, the player 
recruitment, the mechanics etc. Some were put together with a bit of 
haste, and if we had the time again we'd probably do some things a 
little differently. On the marketing, promotional, entertainment side of 
things, | don’t think we'd go back and do anything differently at all. The 
formula has proven to be successful so what could we change? Next 
year we will find ourselves in this wonderful position that most 


businesses would like to be in. We've discovered the formula that our 
supporters want and what we have to do in the year ahead is the 
maintenance and fine-tuning. We don't have to go out and re-write the 
formula, we know it works, It just needs some fine-tuning, whereas 
most clubs have to go back to the drawing board at the end of a long 
campaign. 


If | had to go back and do it all again, | would. In football terms, this 
has been the most satisfying year of my life. We've spent a lot of 
money, everyone knows that, but given the prominence this club now 
holds in the market place, that is a very small amount compared to that 
which other codes have spent. One board member of an AFL club 
thought we must have invested a minimum five times the amount that 
we actually did to put this club on the map. He nearly had a coronary 
when he found out just what the figure was. The prominence we have 
gained, the brand awareness we have achieved, other codes believe 
would have cost them between $10-15 million at least, and | can assure 
you that we didn't spend anywhere near that amount! 


At the end of the day, we can put on all the rock bands, we could play 
in the best stadium, put out the best football team on the pitch, but if 
you haven't got the heart and soul on the terraces, you haven't got a 
football club. Contrary to popular belief, football clubs are not made of 
chairman, they are not even made of footballers. You can parade the 

best eleven players in the country but if they haven't got an 
audience to play to, it's not much of a show, 


This club owes everything to our fans. There will be 

times when we disagree with them, and they with 

us, that's the way of the world, but | feel that 

everyone around the board table of this club 

would say one big ‘thank-you’ to you all and 
when you come back to us next season, we'll 
give you another go on the thrilling ride that 
is football. 


And if you're lucky, we might even put the 
safety rail in this time. 


Remo Nogarotto 
Chairman - Northern Spirit Football Club 


HIS MASTERS WOllGle 


Graham Arnold with Bernd Stange - 
The two new coaches in Australian football 
Photo - Richard Kreider 
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Graham Arnold is one of the best strikers Australia has ever 
produced and his playing resume is impressive to say the least. 
However, as a coach his credentials had never been tested and 
would come under close scrutiny by the media. 


"In our first season, a Top Six.finish is what I'm aiming for. The 
club hasn't even been established for 12 months yet and we 
must be realistic in what we can achieve in that space of time. 
Anything less than a Final’s berth would be disappointing, even 
having said that, It's a challenge\l'm looking forward to," said 
Arnold. 


In the short term not too great a:challenge some would say, but 
in reality it was a task that many clubs find difficult and is 
something they have never experienced for all their ‘tradition’, 


Arnold would, after studying throughout his career under some 
of the greatest names in club football, introduce European 
practices at Spirit Park, as would Bernd Stange, the new 
German coach of Perth Glory, which beggared the question: 
Would they work in Australia? 


The former Socceroo star was out to answer his critics where 


it mattered - on the pitch. 
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ROUND ONE 
Friday, 9th October 1998 


Northern Spirit.0 
Sydney Olympic 2 
Kalantzis 54 
Cardozo 57 


Amid the hype and ballyhoo, Northern Spirit played their first 
competitive NSL game in front of a new crowd attendance record of 
nearly 19,000 fans at North Sydney Oval. Everything, it seemed, was 
right on the night and the nil-two defeat by the visitors was the only 
blemish on an otherwise perfect evening in what transpired to be a 
turning point not just for football in Sydney, but for the code in Australia, 
emphasising that the fans were out there and were more than eager to 
participate. 


One previously unheard of event was the ‘Mexican Wave' that circled the 
ground time after time. When it appeared sections wouldn't join in 
‘Spirit Point’, and others, would boo loudly until they did. But what 
would happen when it got to the Mollie Dive stand where all the VIP 
guests were housed? As if joined at the hip they rose as one, arms in 
the air to join in the festive atmosphere, much to the delight of the 
assembled throng. It was to prove that this was no ordinary club with a 
staid board. It was different, and it meant business. 


Rock bands, sky-divers and fireworks before the game paled to 
insignificance as an unseemly scuffle between Mark Rudan and Adem 
Poric (Olympic) in as early as the 15th minute, saw both players head 
for the dressing rooms before the match could finally settle into a 
rhythm, (Football being the fickle mistress she is, little did either player 
know what was waiting further down the track. Only time would be able 
to give them the answer?). 


Sydney Olympic, pre-season title contenders in many eyes, turned the 
hostile atmosphere of ‘Spirit Park’ to their advantage after weathering 
the early onslaught of the home team. Slater, Marusic, Arnold 
(Player/Coach) and Co. had ‘Spirit Point’ jumping and the decibel level 
rising with some outstanding passages of play that turned Olympic’s 
defenders into heroes as wave after wave of attacks rained down on 
them from all angles on an evening that will long live in the memory as 
the day ‘real’ football arrived on the North Shore. 


Captain Robbie Slater had a shot cleared off the line early in the second- 
half after some desperate defending by Peter Tsekenis saw him diving 
to head clear, perhaps the turning point of the entire match. Had this 
effort found the back of the net, Olympic would have to alter their 
thinking and play catch-up football, exposing their rearguard more often 
and allowing the speed of Cranney and Casserly on the wings to create 
further openings for Zane in attack. 


Two goals in quick succession for the visitors soon after saw the roles 
reversed, and not for the last time this season as ‘catch-up football’ 
almost became the Spirit catch phrase, as firstly Chris Kalantzis (54) 
and then Pablo Cardozo (57) turned the game on its head as debutante 
goalkeeper Paul Henderson could do nothing to prevent Olympic from 
going ahead and then extending their lead. 


For Spirit, heads could have dropped but instead further commitment to 
the cause, if that were at all possible, was shown and but for some stout 
defending, a share of the points, or better, would have remained on the 
north side after the opposing woodwork was twice hit in the last 15 
minutes with several further efforts blocked or whistling just past the 
uprights. 

On a damp evening when the gates were locked with many hundreds 
queuing outside unable to get in, everything but the result came good 
with one banner summing it all up: ‘Twenty years late but worth the 
wait’. 

Robbie Slater, on the question of ‘pressure’ for Spirit's first match said: 
“lan Crook, Arnie and | have played in a lot of places around the world 
where there is pressure, but even | was feeling a bit tense before our 
first match. It wasn't so much nerves, more like, let's get this one over 
with so we can get on with the rest of the season. We'll be a lot more 
relaxed after this one and hopefully the results will now follow." 
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MILESTONE 


Paul Henderson, Michael Cunico and lan Crook make their NSL 
debuts for Northern Spirit in the club’s inaugural match, 

A new non-final’s crowd record was set when the official 
attendance was given at 18,985. 

Coaches comment: "/'m disappointed obviously. I'm not sad for 
me so much as for the fans, players and officials. It was a great 
night for Australian football - a real positive for the code and 1 
just hope it doesn’t stop the supporters from coming back here 
for our next home match." 

Spirit: Henderson, Bosnar, Crook, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic, 
Slater, Arnold (Cunico 74), Cranney, Bilokapic (Watkins 67), 
Zane. Sub not used: Purdue. 

Olympic: Kourtis, Ciantar, Tsekenis, Taliadoros, Brennan, Poric, 
Thomas (Culina 89), Kalantzis, Emerton (N.Carle 80), Tome 
(Juric 72), Cardozo. 

y/c: Olympic - Kourtis, Kalantzis, Cardozo 

R/C: Spirit - Rudan Olympic - Poric 

Ref: Simon Micallef 

Att: 18,985 - New NSL Regular Season Record 

Pos: Wa 


ROUND TWO 
Sunday, 18th October 1998 


Perth Glory:2. 
Strudwick 57 
Markovski 78 
Northern Spirit 0 


In a match that highlighted the skilful art of the goalkeeper, at both ends 
of the pitch, newcomers Northern Spirit slumped to their second 
straight loss and another two dismissals for the visiting team made it 
three red cards in just two NSL games to mar what was an extraordinary 
match. 


The first-half saw a keenly contested affair with each defence standing 
rock solid and showing few signs of being breached. When they were, 
the ‘keeping of Henderson and Milosevic (Perth Glory) was outstanding 
John Markovski was put through on Spirit's goal in the twelfth minute 
but his shot went wide of the upright and with a further six minutes on 
the clock an lan Crook free-kick for Spirit from just outside the box was 
well saved by Milosevic. With injuries mounting for the Sydney side, 
Crook was soon to leave the field after a fair challenge by Bobby 
Despotovski saw him sustain a knee injury that would keep him out of 
the next nine matches. 


Paul Henderson repaid the faith Arnold had shown in him in the 22nd 
minute when he majestically palmed a John Markovski shot onto the 
crossbar and then brilliantly saved a penalty from the same player seven 
minutes later after Michael Cunico was adjudged to have bundled over 
Gavin Wilkinson inside the box. 


Glory were on the attack again early in the second period and with fifty 
one minutes gone Despotovski had a shot cleared off the line by Luke 
Casserly, but now it looked as though the tide was starting to turn in 
what had been an even contest up to this point. 


Henderson was again called into action in the 57th minute when he 
could only parry a clever free-kick by Despotovski, Paul Strudwick was 
on hand to gleefully head home the rebound and Spirit were once again 
in the position of playing ‘catch-up’ football. 


The struggle was made even harder in the biting heat of the West 
Australian capital when Casserly was shown a second yellow card of the 
match and was soon joined in the dressing rooms by Paul Bilokapic in 
the 78th minute, for a crude tackle from behind on Vinko Buljubasic. 


In between the two red cards came a second goal for Glory. Gareth 
Naven was unable to reach a bye-line cross from Scott Miller but 
Markovski was there to tuck the ball away, through the legs of 
Henderson, and atone for the earlier penalty miss 

Any hope Spirit had of a revival and a share of the points disappeared 
with the two sending’s off but there were some encouraging signs to be 
seen in the teamwork and passing of the NSL’s newest club. 
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OCTOBER 


MILESTONE 


Troy Cranney celebrated his 200th NSL appearance, mainly for 
Brisbane Strikers, in this game, and Robbie Enes makes his 
debut for the club “atter being signed Until Christmas, when, the 
situation would be reviewed:by both the\club and the player. He 
puts inva strong performance against Perth. 


Also making their debut’s - Phil Moss (substitute for Enes after 
83 mins) and Nick Purdue (subbed after 69 minutes by Danny 
Watkins), 


lan Crook receives @ crippling knee injury that makes him think 
about hanging up his bdots. 


15) ent "We dovhave some teething troubles, as any 
new club would have, \but I'm now also facing the’ prospect of 
osing players. |'ve already..got Perinich and Ollerenshay, out 
Injured for the season, and now lan Crook is.oatwith a'medial 
ligament problem to his left knee which i8 likely ta keep. him ov 
the sidelines for some time, Adalto that the red cards of Luke 
Casserly and Paul Bilokapie today, ahd the one. to, Mark Rudan 
the week before, and youl can see We're not giving ourselves 
much of a chance to settle in as a team, Michael Cunicoyand 
Paul Henderson can both hold their heads high after playing 
exceptionally well today." 


‘Hendo’ saves Majestically at full stretch trom Bobby Despotouski. 
Photo by Richard Kreider 


Glory: Milosevic, Trajkovski, Miller, Buljubasic, Wilkinson, Hay, 
Naven (Boutsianis 83), Sthudwick (Garcia 79), Markovski, 
Despotovski, Halpin (Kalogétacosi63)e 
Spirit: Henderson, Crook (Bashar 31), Casserly, Marusic, Slater, 
Cranney, Bilokapic, Zane, PUrdUB (Watkins 69), Cunico, Enes 
(Moss 83). 
ic: Glory - Halpin 

Spirit - Henderson, Casserly, Slater 


R/C: Spirit - Casserly, Bilokapic 
Ref; Eugene Brazzale 

Att 17,580 

Pas: 45th 
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mE INJURIES MOUNT UP 


Star imported sweeper lan Crook left Perth Oval after only 30 minutes 
of his second NSL match with knee ligament damage that will probably 
see him out of the side for up to six weeks. 


Graham Arnold also suffered a neck injury but due to suspensions and 
a mounting casualty list, he has no option but to play on for the team 
and to lead by example on the pitch. 


Ina first for the Spirit player-coach, he decides to move from his usual 
position of striker to a more defensive midfield role. The reality is that 
‘Arnie’ is suffering from a nasty neck problem which prevents him from 
heading the ball as much as is possible. The move doesn’t quite 
transpire as he actually moves further back into the pack and goes on 
to become a revelation as a ‘sweeper’ and turns in some classy 
performances that belie his maturing years. 


On another bright note, Gabriel ‘Chi Chi’ Mendez resumes training after 


recovering from the third knee operation of his career. 


PHILMOSS 
PuAweR AND YOUTH 


DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


The phenomenon that is Northern Spirit didn’t just ‘happen’. It was, 
and remains, Something the club fas had to work hard for, and 
probably noné more So than our NO.18 - Phil Moss. 


As hie is affectionately! known, Woe)’ is not just a player, but the 
Youth Development Officer and as such works tirelessly behind the 
Scenes organising school Visits by the players as well as training with 
ihe first-team squad amongst an ever increasing work load that 
shows little sign of abating. 


Wis quite apparent that here isa lad who gains much enjoyment from 
his “other diities’ and) Over 300 appearances at schools, fetes and 
coaching clinics would attest to. 
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Says ‘Mossy’: ‘As a kid | knew myself that | used to love visits from 
star sportsman and | think the day that you forget your roots is the day 
you should give it away. As the only local northern beaches player in 
the first grade squad, | feel it is my duty to ensure the kids in our area 
know the players and the club that they have been starved of for so 
long. It’s a great thrill for me to not only run out on to North Sydney 
Oval in front of 16-17,000 screaming supporters, but also to put a 
smile on a youngsters face and see the enthusiasm in their eyes." 


When ‘Mossy’ was approached to become a part of the Spirit 
organisation, not in his wildest dreams did he think it would lead to 
playing so often for the side: "/ never thought | would get as much 
game time in my first season and a lot of people thought | was here 
just to visit the schools, but it was always my intention to be a full-time 
player who spent his spare time spreading the gospel. The hard part is 
now ahead of me in backing up for the second season, which is always 
more of a challenge than the first,” he said. 


When asked to sum up his reaction to this topsy-turvy inaugural 
campaign he added: "/f ever the cliche ‘dreams can come true’ was 
worthwhile mentioning, it is in my case as I’ve enjoyed this first 
season more than any in my 23-years of football. The supporters are 
up there with the best in the world." 


To use yet another adage, ‘A rolling stone gathers no Moss’, and in this 
instance, the Moss we are talking about is the one that’s doing the 
rolling, all the way to the top. 


ROUND THREE 
Sunday, 25th October 1998 


Garlton.4 
Bresciano 10 
Northern Spirit 2 
Rudan 16,90 


With eight key players missing for the game - Marusic, Crook, Casserly, 
Bilokapic, Perinich, Perosh, Ollerenshaw and Mendez - not many 
pundits gave Spirit any hope of a win against the current table toppers 
Carlton, but as things were to pan out, the win-less drought was 
brought to an end, Northern Spirit finally nailing their first three points 
of the season with a fighting performance at Optus Oval against the 
previous years beaten Grand Finalists. 


Before the game, Mark Rudan turned to coach Graham Arnold and said, 
of his sending off in Spirit's opening match: ‘This anes for you. I'll give 
it all I've got, 


How prophetic those words would be. 


Rudan turned from villain, in the opening round against Olympic, to 
hero when netting both goals for the visiting Spirit as the Sydneysiders 
turned the corner, although he was also involved in the sending off of 
Joe Tricarico, the Carlton striker, in as early as the 14th minute which 
many argue as being the turning point of the game. 


Carlton coach, former Socceroo great Eddie Krncevic, was incensed by 
the tackle on Rudan by his young star and stated after the match: ‘He /er 
his team mates down. It was a stupid thing to do and he’s cost the boy's 
their match bonus. He will be heavily fined for his actions 


By the time of his sending off, Carlton were already one goal to the good 
when Marco Bresciano was on the end of a Lapsansky corner in the 
tenth minute to add the finishing touch, but Spirit were to draw level two 
minutes after the departure of Tricarico when Rudan managed to fire 
home during a goal mouth melee. 


The home side had two further chances to take the lead in the first-half 
but for a brilliant one-handed save by ‘keeper Henderson, who was 
already beginning to earn the plaudits of the fans and press alike, from 
another Bresciano attempt, and a Lapsansky shot that hit the crossbar 
from a free-kick from an acute angle when there appeared no direct 
danger. 


Clayton Zane had a couple of chances in the second period, the first 
falling after 51 minutes. Livewire Robbie Slater, who gave the Blues 
defence a torrid time throughout the match, supplied one of many 
perfect crosses into the box only for Zane to see his header rebound 
back off the post, and then have a shot saved by the outstretched hand 
of ‘keeper Dean Anastasiadis after again being played through by the 
Spirit captain. 

For a long while a drawn match looked the likely outcome until Mark 
Rudan rose majestically inside the box to head home a pinpoint cross 
from the rampaging Robbie Slater deep into stoppage time 


Eddie Krncevic wasn’t at his most gracious after the game when 
reporting to the gathered media that: '/’d rather get beaten 3-nil than to 
lose like that, especially after the team worked so hard for over 70 
minutes. Spirit were very, very lucky. | told the players at the break that 
we could win this game - even with only ten men. 


‘To be honest, | don't think Northern Spirit are much chop. 


The beaten coach may not have been all that happy with the 
performance or result, but Northern Spirit were on their way and the 
three points would help to settle the nerves of the players. 
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Crooky, Bulldog, Crinsher, Bingers, Kresh enjoyingya 
coffee at.a cate Beaut 


MILESTONE 


Mark Rudan makes history when netting the first ever Northern 
Spirit goal in the NGL, and’celebrates by scoring the second for 
good measure, 


James Stubbs-Mills and Paul\Wearné'are another duo to make 
their NSL debut as coact' Graham Arnold proves he is unafraid 
to give youth and talent its chaneein the big time. 


‘Cents connie’ ‘Carlton are @ hell of team, but for once a 
red card went our way. We've. copped them for thevlast two 
games and they've broken us in half. We need to use, this win as 
a springboard now becatise winning can become a habit, but 
one result won't have us thinking that it’s all plain sailing from 
here. We've been crippled by injury and suspensions and so.) 
took a lot of kids down there and they worked from start to 
finish: We've been under a hit of pressure and to win like that 
was fantasticiand is a perfect way to thank the fans for sticking 
with us through this difficult time. We can look forward to next 
week now, we've arrived," 


Carlton Anastasiadis, Atkinson_Colosimo,, Douglas, 
Stergiopoulos, Vlahos (Pino 90), Marth, LapSansky, Bresciano, 
Moriera (Josifovski 69), Tricarico, SUB notjused: CetVinskir 


Spin: Henderson, Bosnar, Rudan, Slater, Arnold, Graney) 
Zane, Watkins (Stubbs-Mills 78), Cunico, Enes, Moss (Wearne 
88). Sub not used; Purdue 


y/c: Carlton - Atkinson, Lapsansky 
Spirit - Rudan, Slater, Arnold, Crandey, Enes 


R/C: Carlton - Tricarico 
Ret: Brett Hugo 

Att: 4,209 

Pos: 13th 


ROUND FOUR 
Friday, 30th October 1998 
Northern. Spitit 2 


Marusic 26 

Watkins 83 
Melbourne Knights 1 
Karl 75 


Back at North Sydney Oval after their first win, Northern Spirit were 
overwhelming favourites for the visit of Melbourne Knights, especially 
as the interstate side were to be without seven of their first team 
regulars, including the inspirational Zeljko Susa. 


Before another huge North Sydney crowd, over 13,000, it once again 
looked as though Spirit were not to get the rewards their attacking 
football justly deserved, but there was to be a sting in the tail of this one 
and the emergence of yet another ‘young gun’ was to be heralded as 
arriving in the ‘big time’ of NSL football. 


As ‘Spirit Point’ roared the team towards a first home victory, Kresimir 
Marusic duly obliged with the opening goal, his first for Spirit, his fourth 
NSL club. Clayton Zane, close to turning in a ‘Man of the Match’ 


All go at the “Bowlo” 


performance, sent over a cross that came back off the crossbar. Player 
coach Graham Arnold laid off the perfect ball for Marusic to find the 
back of the net at the second attempt. It was the first goal Spirit had 
scored at home and didn’t the crowd go wild! 


As was to become the custom, the opposition ‘keeper became a hero for 
his team at Spirit Park and when he wasn't saving acrobatically, the 
woodwork came to his aid. Martin John made a string of fine saves to 
deny a second, and probably clinching, goal and the Knights had other 
ideas on how this game would turn out. 


Harry Karl equalised in the 79th minute for the visitors after coming on 
as a substitute for only his second cap at this level. Things were looking 
grim for Spirit as the Knights began to look more than capable of holding 
out for the draw, even with their depleted side and, in the end, could have 
stolen all three points when Alex Kiratzoglou came close to silencing the 
crowd with an 85th minute volley that flew just wide of the post. 


Enter stage right - Danny Watkins. 


Three years previously, Watkins had made an appearance in the league 
for Parramatta Eagles as a 15-year old, the youngest player in National 
League history. In this game, he came on for Arnold with barely 13 
minutes of play left and became almost an instant hero to the Spirit 
faithful. With a little over two minutes left on the clock he picked up the 
ball just inside the Spirit half and embarked on a solo run so 
mesmerising that it left the Knights defence in tatters as he waltzed his 
way through before unleashing a shot that threatened to burst the back 
of the net. He modestly stated when asked after the match about his 
‘wonder goal’: ‘Al/ you can do when you come on as a substitute is to 
work hard and that was what | tried to do. | was about 30 metres out 
(which in reality was just over 50 metres), when | got a lucky deflection 
and it just seemed to open up from there." 


The sight of Northern Spirit finding the net at home, even under the nail- 


biting manner in which this match finished, sent the fans home happy 
and wanting to come back for more. 


OCTOBER 


Troy Granney 


MILESTONE 


‘Willie’ makes his first appearance at Spirit Park. ‘Willie’ - a giant 
blow-up Killer Whale - becomes the unofficial mascot of ‘Spirit 
Point’,and her offspring, of differing sizes, are soon to be seen 
around the country adorning..the terraces at various Spirit 
matches, none more so thafivatythe Falcons (see report for 
details) and Breakers away matchesslater in the season, It was 
also after this particular match tHatthe-Bowling Club’ became 
the ‘in’ place aller matches and*would become the first calling 
point of the supporters after, home games, 


Oh yeah, Spirit net their first goalsyatyhhome! 


Coaghes Comment "told Les Schéinflug, the National Youth 
tea coach, about Watkins some months ago because he\said 
that he Was looking for a striker for the young Socceroos. He is 
a good finisher for his age and has a very bright future indeed, 
Having said that, | want to nurse the lad along and not throw 
him to the wolves at this stage of the season or his career. There 
will be plenty more opportunities for him. It was good to win our 
second game running, but for a new club finding its feet, its a 
tremendous result, We've.got to start putting away the chances 
we are creating, and when we do, sooner or later we will give 
some side or other a real hiding.” 


Spirit; Henderson, Bosnar, Casserly, Marusic, Slater, Arnold 
(Watkins 77), Cranney, Bilokapic, Zane, Cunico, Enes. Sub, not 
tised: Moss, Stubbs-Mills 


Knights: John, Jolic, Vukadin, Kovacevic, Sevin, Vojtek, 
Pondeljak (Karl 51), Brazzano (Trupkovic 59), Kiratzoglou, 
Kutlesovski, Rajher. Sub not used? Nastevski 


y/c; Knights - Jolic, Vukadin, Kovacevic, Rajher 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: Mark Shield 
Att: 13,654 
Pos: 8th 
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STOP ME \F YOU’VE HEARD 
THIS ONE BEFORE... 


More bitter news for Spirit fans as Troy Cranney, one of the teams 


most consistent players in the opening rounds of the league, suffered 
a freak mishap in training when snapping his Achilles tendon. The 
likely scenario being that he would be out for the remainder of the 
season. 


As ‘Cranners’ reported later: ‘It felt like someone had hit me from 
behind and whacked me with a cricket bat and | heard this loud 
‘popping’ noise." Sadly for the recruit from across the border in 
Queensland, it was to prove more serious than he thought after 
feeling little pain from the injury at the time. 


After an operation the following Tuesday, and the leg being in plaster 
for a further five weeks, the news was revealed that he would most 
likely be out for five months. 


"The doctor said everything went well, especially as it was a bad 
rupture and for a normal person, the diagnosis was five months out. 
As a sportsman, it may only be four months but even that is virtually 
the entire season." 


Graham Arnold was left wondering just who he had upset as he said: 
“Injuries such as this normally occur when players have not warmed 
up sufficiently. We had done two long warm-ups and some lengthy. Zs 
runs and were about to finish the training session in five minutes," 
he concluded. 


Cranney had only missed six games in six seasons with the Brisbane 
Strikers and everyone was now beginning to think that this just might 
not be Spirit’s year. 
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ROUND FIVE 
Friday, 6th November 1998 


Northern. Spitit 1 
Slater 52 
Wollongong Wolves 0 


Coach Graham Arnold hoped Mark Rudan would be available for 
selection, which would then allow him to push Luke Casserly into a 
wider role out on the wing for this game. 


Robbie Enes, caught square at the back by the pace of Esala Masi for 
the Wolves early in the match, rallied the troops after the early onslaught 
and stood firm when absorbing the pressure of an almost constant 
barrage of Wollongong attacks at the end of each period, Ultimately, the 
visitors lack of penetration up front was to cost them dear. 


Northern Spirit recorded their third win on the trot, after losing the 
opening two rounds of the season, with a single goal from captain 
Robbie Slater, his first for the club since returning from overseas, only 
minutes after being taunted by a Wollongong player who inquired as to 
whether he should “hang up his boots” in a loud voice. 


Slater later displayed great diplomacy when refusing to name just who 
the opposing player was. 


Although Spirit played probably their worst match of the season to date, 
Slater's goal proved decisive and came in the 52nd minute. Northern 
Spirit had the added bonus of keeping a clean sheet for the first time. 
Slater later said: "That goal couldn't have come at a better time. It gave 
me the perfect answer to the guy," with his customary cheeky grin as 
wide as the Harbour Bridge. 


Clayton Zane again set-up the winner when dribbling around three 
Wolves defenders before releasing a perfect pass for Kresimir Marusic 
who, in turn found Slater, and he made no mistake when finding the net 
easily. 

Phil Moss was brought in to replace the injured Cranney and although 
essentially a defender, he nullified the threat of Wollongong play-maker, 
and captain, Matt Horsley. He was also to prove creative at times and 
even had a couple of long range shots at goal. 


Paul Bilokapic was another who starred for Spirit after coming back 
fitter and stronger after, in his own words: ‘A kick up the backside," by 
Arnold. *! realised that if | wanted to achieve my ambition of one day 
playing in Europe, | had to get serious about my football. 


The coach has put me on the right track and I'm determined to stay 
there and make sure | don't let anyone down again this season." 


The win was built more on a high work-rate over ‘flair’ and may not have 
been the style of football to which Spirit fans had become treated or 
accustomed to in previous matches, but it was a vital three points 
‘Pretty’ football has to step aside for the ‘winning’ kind at times. 


Kresimir Marusic 
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Northern Spirit keep their first clean sheet in the NSL as Robbie 
Slater nets his first for the club, 


Coaplies comment: “Tonight's Win Was Very Important a8) it 
gives Us alittle breathing space from the chasing group behind. 
We can relax a little now, although the first-half was probably 
the worst we have played all season. It was disappointing from 
@ coaches point of view, but also for our fans who have turned 
up in such great numbers yet again. | wasn’t happy with the way 
Wwe played but we stuck to our guns and showed that we can 
grind outa result ifwe have to. Paul Bilokapie was the stand-out 
player for us tonight and he is looking a lot sharper after losing 
@ few kilos, It'S true, | did fine hintorgetting sent off recently 
but told him he could get half the money back it,he,Jost a.certain, 
amount of weight." 


Spirit: Henderson, Rudan (Boshar 83), Casserly, Marusic’ 
(Stubbs-Mills 88), Slater, Arnold (Watkins 75), Bilokapic, Zane, 
Cunico, Enes, Moss. 

Wolves: Pogliacomi, Souris, Ceceoli (Huxley 84), Stanton, 
Sinozic, Horsley, Brooks, Surjan (Dimoski 84), Chipperfialds 
Salapasidis, Masi (Petrovski 55). 


Y/C: Spirit - Bilokapic, Enés 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: Brett Hugo 
Att: 14,818 
Pos: Sth 


ROUND SIX 
Sunday, 15th November 1998 


Adelaide City.2 
Mennillo 45 


‘All good things must come to an end’ as the saying goes and the 
ghosts of the opening two rounds returned to haunt Spirit as they 
travelled to Hindmarsh Stadium to tackle Adelaide City. 


Indeed, it was the home side that showed the visitors how to score after 
Spirit squandered a plethora of chances in the first-half as City, without 
their inspirational captain Alex Tobin at the heart of their defence after 
failing a late fitness test, welcomed back the recently retired Socceroo 
Milan Ivanovic to the fold. 


Kresimir Marusic proved once more that he is class above most other 
players in this league with a performance of outstanding brilliance. 
Sadly, it wasn’t to be enough and another lacklustre showing in front of 
goal was the undoing of the Sydneysiders. 


In as early as the fifth minute it was a Marusic dipping drive that just 
cleared the crossbar. And it was Marusic again who found Arnold 
unmarked in the box. His effort went closer to finding the net but a 
marvellous diving save by ‘keeper Petkovic managed to get enough on 
the ball to send Arnold's crisply curling shot crashing onto the bar. 


More Marusic magic in the 43rd minute put Clayton Zane clean through 
with only Petkovic to beat but the striker, still looking for his first goal 
of the season, sent his shot wide of the post in yet another missed 
opportunity that would prove costly before the half was over 


Deep into first-half stoppage time, Dino Mennillo fired Adelaide ahead 
when Spirit goalkeeper Paul Henderson, doing well to reach a fiercely 
struck Carl Veart strike, was unable to hold onto the ball. Mennillo 
swooped on the rebound and after 48 minutes of the first period, City 
took the lead after he drilled the ball home from a tight angle. 


Spirit began the second-half brightly but remained unable to convert the 
goal scoring opportunities they created and paid the ultimate price when 
Korean import Dong Ki Kim fired City further ahead in the 73rd minute 
with his first goal for the club. After some great build up work, Kim 
finished off the move most clinically from just inside the area with a 
rising drive. 


The second goal was the final nail in the coffin of the match but Arnold 
believed losing the first goal in stoppage time was the one that did the 
main damage: "Psychologically, the goal just before half-time really hurt 
us. If we had gone in at the break at 0-0, or even 1-0 up, it might have 
been a completely different story," he said 


Round Seven was to see Northern Spirit take their first bye of the 
season and would give some of the walking wounded time to recuperate 
from what was shaping up to be a long, hard season. 
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Coaches comment: “We have got.to start scoring more goals, 
but many are quick to point out that Zane is yel to get off the. 
mark, His confidence is a bit down atthe moment andvall 
strikers go through patches. like thisinoluding myself at times. 
When things are going well, the goal seems\as wide,asithe, 18 
yard box, but when your down on your luck, it looks more like 
a shoe box! ‘Clacka’ will pull out of it and I'm not about to drop 
him because his general play is still excellent. We have the 
second lowest goals-to-game ratio at the moinent, five strikes 
in. six matches, and it's something we'll be working at 
improving. We have the bye next weekend and there is no point 
in me caning the side.if we don't have a fixture for a fortnight. 
We'll still be training but I'll congentrate on light sessions. We 
are controlling the midfield well in’our matches but if we don't 
Start turning our opportunities into goals).we will be in trouble 
later in the season." 


Zebras; Petkovic, Ivanovic, Talladira, Mori, Veart, Metiilloy 
Costanzo, Hassell, Terminello, Kim, Yates. Sub not used: Stam, 
Armour, Cartwright 


Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic, Slate, Armold, 
Bilokapic, Zane, Cunico (Watkins 65), Enes (Stubbs-Mills\85), 
Moss. Sub not used: Bosnar 


YC: Spirit - Enes 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: Louis Prospero 
Att: 4,726 

Pos: 7th 


ROUND SEVEN - BYE 


Because of the situation of 15 teams in the Ericsson Cup, it created the 
‘bye system’ whereby every team would face two separate weekends off 
during the course of the season. 


Northern Spirit decided to hold a ‘Meet the Players Day’ at North Sydney 
Oval where they would play the youth side in the morning, giving player 
coach Graham Arnold the chance to run the rule over the up-and coming 
players, and to give Spirit's ardent band of followers the opportunity to 
get the elusive autographs from their favourite players and to chat with 
them. Afterwards, it was to be the players who would cook up the snags 
on the barbie. 


‘The best laid plans’, as the saying goes. 


The game was billed as an exhibition match and heralded the return of 
Gabriel Mendez to action, albeit for the losing Youth side. Clayton Zane 
found his goal-scoring touch when completing a hat-trick. Kresimir 
Marusic and Danny Watkins notched up a goal apiece for the senior side 
in a 5-1 rout with ‘Chi Chi’ Mendez netting a late consolation for the 
youngsters from the penalty spot. 


Mendez’s showing in the game certainly gave Arnold room for thought 
and had kind words for Zane also after the run-out. 


‘Scoring is a confidence thing and it was great to see Clayton hit the 
back of the net. I've been telling him to keep playing the way he has been 
and the goals will come. They did in this game and hopefully that will 
continue into Friday night when we take on the Brisbane Strikers here, 
he said, turning over the odd sausage for the eager fans 


The majority of players rolled up the sleeves on the completion of the 
game and cooked to perfection (almost, nearly, sort of) around 500 
snags but the queue for ‘Hendo’'s’ autograph was equally as long as over 
1000 people turned up on a beautifully sunny day north of ‘the coat 
hanger’, sparking many players to remark that they couldn't believe the 
amount of support out there for the new club. It was something that 
most of them were just not used to in Australian football. 


Not all the sausages were burnt by the players, some of whom managed 
to avoid their turn at cooking, surprise, surprise. John McCormack and 
Adrian Smith, of the Supporters Committee, offered a helping hand and 
thoroughly deserve a mention for their efforts. 


Paul Henderson — “High fiving fans" 
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PAUL ‘SAFE-HANDS’ HENDERSON 


- STAR IN THE -MAKING~ 


Plucked from the felative obscurity of the State 
Leagties, ‘Hendo’ was signed as an apprentice by 
Arold after the latter watched him playing for 
Sutherland Sharks, and would effectively be the 
number three choice behind John Perosh and 
Peter Blazincic. 


As often happens in this game, ‘Blaza’ arrived later 
than expected fromihis club in China and ‘JP’ 
picked up a niggling injury to hand Henderson the 
goalkeepers sry spot for the first game at 
Spirit Park against Sydney Olympic 


It was a starting paint the 22-year, old was not to 
relinquish during) the campaign» after some 
Sparkling performances, He.remained as the 
number One vee on his efforts alone and not 
as the media experts would once more have the 
public believe that |friction in the camp’ was the 
cause. 


The quietly spoken teetotal custodian won the fans 
over and his ‘high-fiving’ of the crowd after home 
games became a permanent fixture that the kids, 
and older fans alike, looked forward to, however, 
this course of action never took place before 
permission was asked of Graham Arnold, such is 
the nature of the lad. 


Off the pitch he isan amiable character, quiet, 
friendly and almost shy, always modest. It is on 
the pitch that ‘white line fever’ takes.over and he 
becomes the athletic ‘keeper the thousands adore, 
earning great acclaim as the season wore on 


His penalty and free-kick saves in Perth, ultimately 
to prove fruitless sadly, were to announce the ‘new 
kid on the block’ was ready to weather any storm 
in his quest to reach perfection and it surely 
Gannot be too long before another quality 
Australian custodian finds his 
way to the bigger leagues of 
Europe, saddening his fans in 
north Sydney, but allewishing 
him Well for the future. 


That is the enigma of ‘safe 
hands’ Henderson. It's 
impossible to dislike the lad 
with the film star looks and 
photogenic smile 

In summing up his year he 
says in almost hushed tones: 
i Raverasay that my first 
NGDSSe250n Was reasonable 
Meat Nappy with the. 
Wayat want Was surprised 
al the beainnifg to get a siart inthe tirst elaven 
benause 1 didh't think it would come thal quickly 
a8 both JP and ‘Blaza’ had mord experience Wan 
1, DAV in grateful of the opportunity that cane| 
mip Waly” 

Although he had a reasonable season, as “Hendo” 
modestly puts it, he should look back on it as a 


year of highs, but he describes the lowest point 
and it's obvious it still hurts deeply. "/i has been a 
very steep learning curve for me and the biggest 
disappointment came in the last game at Marconi. 
| can @nly apologise to the fans for that mistake 
and | lippe to be stronger and be able to capitalise 
on what I've learnt this year," he said 


The supporters know that without ‘safe hands! 
Henderson performing heroics in goal for Spirit 
during the 98/99 season, the side wouldn't have 
reached the Final’s series at all, without taking 
anything away from a very mean defence. When 
on the odd occasion the defence was breached, 
‘Hendo’ was there to save the day and he readily 
admits that he is humbled at the adulation that has 
come his. way this term: "/'m always surprised at 
{he.size\ Of Crowd Splkit attracted and maintaldee 
thiravotrout the season.. Qur; fag, are fantasti, 
Witliout'@ shadow Of a deubh and thay, are what 
Makes it so special at SoinhPark Pspeeially when 
tii@yite shouting ‘Amie’ or ‘Kresh or Robbie 
Slater and Co. The atgi@§phere they generate and: 
the Doise levels acdaibelievabia ant) homesite 
dontiiues next yaar and | look forward to seeing 
amd heating therm all again. 


Suchis the modesty of the man, he deflects all talk 
of the fans love of him and places it at the feet of 
his team mates. The fans do love ‘Hendo’, of that 
there can be no doubt. 
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ROUND EIGHT 
Friday, 27th November 1998 


Northern Spirit.1 
Marusic 14 
Brisbane Strikers 1 
Hews 66 


Spirit produced a Jekyll and Hyde performance against the Strikers with 
the defence having to shoulder the majority of the blame for conceding 
a 67th minute Chay Hews goal and giving the visitors a share of the 
spoils in this tense match. 


Spirit failed to procure the avalanche of goals the first-half had 
suggested they would. 


In front of another massive north Sydney crowd, Spirit supporters 
witnessed 45-minutes of sheer brilliance and expected more of the 
same in the second stanza. Graham Arnold’s warning to the players at 
the break of: "Don't drop back. It’s going well," fell on deaf ears. 


Although much of the after match vitriol was directed at the defence, 
Arnold also admitted that too many balls were given away in the middle 
of the park and that, in football terms, was unacceptable. 


The opening goal came from the mercurial Marusic in the 15th minute 
in trademark fashion for the gifted Spirit play-maker. 


Matt Langdon, another 18-year old making his NSL debut, won the 
contest for the ball and passed it on to Danny Watkins, He then found 
Marusic, who turned his marker and fired into the top right hand corner 
of the net. 


The roar from ‘Spirit Point’ was deafening and the atmosphere inside 
the ground was practically thick enough to cut with a knife as the Spirit 
seemed to be getting their just desserts for their enterprising style of 
play. Football, as ever, was to prove what a fickle mistress she can be. 


How this match could possibly swing so far in favour of the Strikers was 
beyond the comprehension of the majority there to witness it but, in 
reality, the visitors could easily have gone home with all the points 
except for some outstanding saves by the emerging crowd favourite, 
Paul Henderson. 


‘Hendo’ was forced to charge off his line in the 83rd minute with the 
Brisbane substitute Glenn Kolpak bearing down on goal. His timely 
intervention probably saved Spirit from another embarrassing defeat, 
although four minutes earlier they should have put the result beyond 
doubt. 


Langdon chipped the ball over the defence after 79-minutes, to be met 
by the head of Mark Rudan, Jubilation turned to despair as he watched 
his attempt come back off the base of the post and the Strikers were 
able to clear their lines. 


Robbie Slater also had chances to wrap up the points. His first shot 
whistled agonisingly wide and the second struck the base of the upright 


Even the late wake-up calls from the Strikers didn't warn Spirit to the 
dangers of allowing players to drift into the area unmarked. Slack 
marking saw Jeremy Harris ghost into the box and meet a Nick Meredith 
corner. Luckily for the home side, his rising header sizzled over the bar, 
avoiding further frustration to an already roller-coaster ride of a season 
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NOVEMBER 


Clayton Zane 


MILESTONE 


Matthew Langdon becomes the latest player to. make his 
Northern Spirit and NSL debut and goes on to produce 
performances that suggest he is one to watch for in the future 
and is certainly one of the best finds of the season. 


Coaches comment: "The result is obviously very disappointing 
and | feel at times as though |-must take a walkie talkie with me 
when | come off the pitch so that the players can hear exactly 
what I'm saying to them. Mattie Langdon had an exceptional 
debut. The problem with the younger lads is that they..can 
sustain play for 60 minutes but then start to make mistakes. At 
this level, you just can’t afford to do that. Only playing regularly 
will drop that aspect of their game. Qverall, Langdon and 
Henderson did well and as they are the future of the club,.it 
looks good for the long term success of Northern Spirit. 
Tonight, however, we've thrown away two points." 


Spirit: Henderson, Bosnar (Moss 69), Rudan, Casserly, 
Marusic, Slater, Bilokapic, Zane, Watkins (Arnold 75), Enes, 
Langdon. Sub not used: Cunico 


Strikers: Bolton, Gwynne, Zoricich, Laybutt, Harper, S.Cranney, 
Hews, Harris, Meredith, Knipe (Kalpak 63), Bell. Sub not used: 
North, Srhoj. 
y/c: Spirit - Marusic, Slater 

Strikers - Gwynne 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: Gerry Connolly 
Att: 15,862 

Pos: Sth 
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DECEMBER 1998 
G3 JOINS THE SPIRIT PHENOMENOM 


Thursday, 3rd December 1999 


Northern Spirit were proud to announce the details of their new major 
sponsor - G3 Communications -and henceforth, the team would be 
known as the ‘G3 Northern Spirit’. 


The company was new in the business place and offered a full range 
of telecommunications products and services, leading Marketing 
Manager David Watson to say: "The sponsorship deal is a natural 


extension of our ongoing marketing program. 


“It follows our company launch and an aggressive telesales 
campaign," he added, 


“The sponsorship has a natural synergy with both organisations. 
Northern Spirit and G3 Communications - bringing fresh ideas to 
their respective markets. We see this is an ideal branding opportunity 
for G3 Communications and reinforces our brand identity to a'range 
of potential customers, and is also the ideal marketing platform to 


lead us into our next growth phase," he concluded, 
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ROUND NINE 
Sunday, Gth December 1998 


Sydney Unitéd.1 
Sterjovski 38 
G3 Northern Spirit 0 


A match described as a ‘must win’ by coach Graham Arnold, the trip to 
Edensor Park to play Sydney United was the first of the big away derby 
games. 


Spirit had more of the ball throughout the match but it was left to United 
to use it more effectively. Indeed, their tried and trusted method of 
dropping the ball in over the top to turn the defence while using the pace 
of Sterjovski, Ardone and Griffiths didn’t appear to be working as 
planned as the Spirit defenders played with guile and stubborn 
determination. 


The downside of the 45-minutes was the constant use of the long ball 
by United and the wide play of Spirit, although the contrasting styles 
made for good entertainment for the fans of both sides - especially as 
about half the crowd of 6,236, dubious by most estimations, were 
visiting Spirit supporters who, as usual, made plenty of noise, 
prompting one noted Sydney journalist to comment: "The club's (Spirit) 
large support should take a bow for turning out in such great numbers 
away from home." 


Walter Ardone fired one in from 30 metres out which Paul Henderson in 
the Spirit goal had to tip away for a corner, while Matt Langdon, playing 
in his second successive match, sent over a cross that was headed away 
by sweeper Richard Plesa for a corner in the nick of time as Zane 
powered in to head home. Increasingly the first-half looked like heading 
towards a frustrating goal-less draw until United struck in the 39th 
minute against the run of play. 


The tireless Velimir Kupresak, a veteran at 35-years of age, spotted the 
Spirit defence had pushed out and sent in a looping ball over the top that 
landed perfectly for the running Steve Berry. Collecting the ball in his 
stride, Berry ran on before squaring it for Mile Sterjovski, unmarked 
inside the box, to slot home his seventh of the season. 


Robbie Slater had a quiet first-half but Langdon was proving a constant 
thorn in the side of the United defence as he made several penetrating 
runs down the left. 


The second-half petered out as a spectacle with Spirit pushing forward 
constantly in search of an equaliser, but the problems with finding the 
right combination of strikers up front was evident once again. 


Mutterings from the fans were beginning to grow and gather speed and 
Clayton Zane was to be the target. Depending on the side you favour, as 
a recognised Olyroo striker, Zane was still to find the net in eight 
outings, Spirit having scored just six times this season. The other 
important factor was that he was still getting into the right positions to 
score and on more than one occasion, the final ball in was played to his 
wrong side or just wasn’t good enough. He also pulled players out of 
position to create space and time for his team-mates to steal through. 


To make matters worse, both Robbie's - Slater and Enes - picked up 
yellow cards and would now face a one match automatic suspension. 


Zane’s contribution to the team, and work rate, couldn't really be faulted 
and although Arnold knew there was a problem in the scoring 
department, it wasn’t time to press the panic buttons just yet. 


To add to the injury woes of the club, Luke Casserly (leg), Mark Rudan 
(groin) and Phil Moss (foot) would be unable to train in the coming 
week, severely limiting the options of the coach as players started going 
down like nine-pins. 


‘Every cloud has a silver lining’ and there was to be light at the end of 
the tunnel as Arnold thought long and hard about moving from his 
customary role in attack into the sweepers position. It was to prove one 
of the most astute decisions of the season, but that was all in the future. 


BECEMBER 


GralianwAbnold —"phone home® 


Ca ttold then before the game not to let 
them get behind us. The long ball that led'to thei goal Was a 
nothing ball. There appear§ to he not enough hunger and 
passion in the team and the hardest thing for me to take is to 
see some of the players just going through the motions. We are 
<a new team and nobody expects that we will be a cohesive unit 
right from the start. The worst thing is that with every week that 
passes We sfiould.be seeing an end to these problems on the 
horizon, Unfortunately; we,are not. We are not scoring enough 
goals and until we find ways of breaking through the defence’s 
we are coming up against, we are likely to struggle. 


What can I say about our fans? There must have-beenas.many, 
as United's and | reckon they gave them a fright when singing. 
so Joudly as we warmed up. Sadly we didn't give them’a lot'to 
cheer about and | can only ask they keep up the good wark as: 
its one of the only things keeping me sane at the moment!" 


Pumas: Crews, Plesa (Townsend 72), Kupresak, Vikic; Burns, 
Ardone, Berry, Sterjovski (Mitchell 76), Caleta (Griffiths 61), 
Santalab, Eagleton. 


Spirit Henderson, Rudan, Casseéxly, Marusic, Slater, Bilokapic, 
Zane (Bosnar 66), Watkins (Arnoldi68);"Enes, Moss (Cunico’ 
57), Langdon. 


¥/C; Pumas - Plesa 
Spirit - Slater, Bilokapic, Enes 


AIC: Nil 

fet: Simon Micallef 
Att: 6,236 

Pos: 9th 
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ROUND TEN 
Monday, 14th December 1998 


Canbetra-Gosmos 0 
G3 Northern Spirit 1 
Bilokapic 56p 


Going into the match with six regular first team players out either 
injured or suspended, the G3 Northern Spirit faced the prospect of 
becoming the first club to yield points to Canberra Cosmos during the 
whole of 98/99 season to date. 


Influential Cosmos player Norman Kelly limped from the field and was 
followed by Peter Buljan, suffering heat stroke from the weekend, inside 
the first 25 minutes. 


Coach Tony Brennan had injected some backbone into this Canberra 
side after the departure of Rale Rasic and it was not the same dejected 
team that took the field against the Ericsson Cup new boys. 


With so many regulars missing from the line-up, Spirit made very heavy 
weather of the first-half and with apprentices Paul Wearne and 17-year 
old Adam Snyder on the bench, a long night was forecast for the fans, 
again many making the trip down to Canberra and creating plenty of 
noise, most of which echoed around an almost deserted Bruce Stadium. 


Spirit found it impossible to play with flair but more than made up for it 
with grit, commitment and determination, with Graham Arnold living up 
to his word and dropping back into the sweepers role and turning in a 
star performance. Arnold received a long gash down the right shin for 
his troubles but lead by example as Spirit battled away for a hard fought 
victory, the only goal of the game coming from the penalty spot in the 
56th minute. 


Clayton Zane, still searching for his first of the season, attempted a flick 
pass inside the area which referee Greg Leverton deemed was handled 
by substitute Paul Roberts, 


Paul Bilokapic, making his 100th NSL appearance, immediately stepped 
up for the kick and beat ‘keeper Vilson Knezevic by sending him the 
wrong way and condemning Canberra to a record 13th straight loss. 


‘Billy’ was to say afterwards: / scored six from six for United last season 
and was happy to continue where | left off. It wasn’t a pretty game to 
watch, but we did enough to secure the three points and that is what we 
were after, Probably the most pleasing aspect was to see so many of our 
fans down here and although it wasn't a great game for them to watch, 
all we can say is that if they stick with us, we will put together some 
fantastic matches for them that they will remember." 


It wasn’t a match for the purists but it was a vital three points for Spirit. 
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Glayton Zane powers through 


MILESTONE 


Paul Bilokapic makes his 100th fational league appearance and 
crowns it with the winning goal. 


Adam Snyder makes his NSL.debub aSvan 82nd minute 
substitute for Daniel Watkins. 


Coaeties comment: "In recent times I've. been critical of our 
commitment but tonight we gave 100%and got the result we 
deserved, It was good 10’ see the players roll up their sleeves 
and get stuck in to grind out a result ina difficult away te. | was 
disappointed with the showing at Edensor Park last week and. 
while it wasn’t a perfect game against the Cosmos, the 
commitment was sensational, Clayton Zane didn't break his 
drought but he earned us a penalty and played with aggression, 
which is exactly what | wanted. He won everything In the air and 
proved the ideal target man. ‘Kresh’ (Marusic) stood in as 
captain well for the suspended Slater and although we didn’t 
create too many chances against. their brand of football, we 
never let them have a look in either, Rudan and Moss did well as 
markers and the defence in genéral fad @ strong night, There; 
were some positive signs and withthe way the. guys responded. 
in this match, maybe V'll be charting Unfamiliar territory next 
week in having a few selection problems. It will be a nice, 
headache to have for once." 


Cosmos: Knezevic, Popovic, Wilson, Zelic, Maroina, Buljan 
(Musitano 26), Kelly (Roberts 20), Prenzoski (Burt 64), 
Magnacca, Miglietti, Langone. 
Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Cas$@ply, Marusic, Arnold, Bilokapic, 
Zane, Watkins (Snyder 82), CUmieGMoss;Langdon (Wearne 
85), Sub not used: Stubbs-Mills: 
Yt: Cosmos - Miglietti, Langone 

Spirit - Bilokapic, Zane, Moss 


RIC: Nil 

Ref: Greg Leverton 
Att: 1,704 

Pos: 9th 
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PAUL BI 


‘Billy’ spent much of his career with Sydney United and had, perhaps, gone slightly 
stale after going orth same traps for so'long. Indeed, he admits: 


| needed a change. Pwas probably etting hored feing at the samesolab 1m 
being honest, and needéd the challenf@ of @ ew" Clubsto improve my ehances of 
playing overseas. | also hoped: thet itfwolildenhance'my prospects and espe to 
im-prove.as a player sb that | Wouldebe able toofwifil, nayimaximunr potential and: ‘s | 
playat the highest ive capable one 

{t didn’t prove the greatest of starts for the powerfully built midfielder, especially 

being sent-off in the second round match against the Glory in Perth; 


han life character both on 
and off the fi | showed he has what it 
takes to go all the w 
perform: | 


earning the new nickname of ‘the Enforcer’, is 
an understatement, although he did not always 
receive the plaudits he so richly deserved, 


He had plenty of praise for the supporters too: 


"Being In Australia, I never thught I'd 
crowds Jike ours happen. It mustesoare the 
opposition to hear the roar of Spirit Point and 
other areas of the ground. | have to say that It 
isa real pleasure to play In front of them. The 
atmosphere is terrific and | look forward ta 
doing it all again next Season. They are 
fantastic." 

Big ‘Billy’ became a crowd favourite during the 
98/99 season. The fans love his nononsense 
approach, reliability and, for the girls, the 
cheeky arin. 


Top player, top bloke. 


ROUND ELEVEN 
Sunday, 20th December 1998 


South, Melbourne.2, 
Curcija 31,54p 
G3 Northern Spirit 0 


Meeting last years Grand Final winners on their own patch was never 
going to be easy but would prove an invaluable measuring stick as to 
just how much improvement had been made since the inception of the 
side. And they don't come much tougher than South Melbourne at the 
Bob Jane Stadium in Melbourne. 


Adem Poric, Spirit’s latest signing, made his debut for the club and for 
the first 20 minutes of the match had Souths on the backfoot and 
wondering what was happening. Not many teams came to their ground 
to take them on, especially when forcing four corners inside the first 
quarter of the game. 


Mark Rudan found himself unmarked in the box but he tamely headed 
over from a Marusic corner before the provider himself had a shot well 
saved by Petkovic in the Souths goal after a teasing centre by Luke 
Casserly. 


Clayton Zane was next to show as he tested the ‘keeper after Robbie 
Enes capitalised on a Fausto De Amicis error to send the Spirit striker 
through. It was all one way traffic until Souths finally started to exert 
some pressure and slowly clawed their way back into the match after 
weathering the early storm 


Against the run of play, Souths took the lead in the 31st minute via a 
mistake from the usually dependable Paul Henderson in goal, Michael 
Curcija sent a thumping left foot volley crashing into the back of the net. 
The blame lay with Henderson as he failed to deal with a Clarkson free 
kick that was aimed for Vaughan Coveny. His attempted punch was 
sliced straight to Curcija who finished off superbly. 


With Spirit once again playing catch-up football, Souths were able to 
gain the ascendancy and further chances fell to the goal scorer and 
Coveny. Indeed, Curcija could have had a hat-trick in the first 45 minutes 
and but for a magnificent save by Henderson, would certainly have met 
the break with a two goal cushion. 


After 43 minutes Coveny and Paul Trimboli split the Spirit defence to 
create a wonderful opportunity for Curcija to increase the lead but 
Henderson saved well with his legs. 


Kresimir Marusic should have levelled the scores on the stroke of half- 
time as a clever flick from new boy Poric sent him clean through. Alas, 
Spirit's woes in front of goal continued as the midfielder mis-timed his 
shot and tamely fired into the legs of Petkovic in almost tit-for-tat 
fashion as Curcija at the other end 


Petkovic was again called into action early in the second-half as Spirit 
came out firing on all cylinders. Luke Casserly fired in but the Socceroo 
‘keeper pulled off a dramatic save to deny the former Marconi player. 


Soon after, Mark Rudan was adjudged to have up-ended Curcija in the 
Spirit penalty area and Souths were awarded a spot kick. It was Curcija 
himself who got to his feet to hammer the ball past Henderson and 
double the home sides advantage. 


Graham Arnold, who had continued in the sweepers role, pushed 
himself up front in an effort to get something out of the game but to little 
avail as Spirit found it impossible to break through a rock solid South 
Melbourne defence. 


Souths coach Angie Postecoglou was full of praise for the visitors after 
the game: 


| can’t remember a game where Michael Petkovic has had so much to 
do in goal," he said. 


"Usually we cop a goal out of nowhere but today Spirit were getting into 
some very good positions and we had trouble containing them early on, 
Luckily, Petkovic and the rest of the defence stood up to it well and we 
managed to go on with it." 
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“Whose Michael Flatily?” Paul Bilokapic 


The match was a marvellous advert.for football, even when 
taking into account that Spirit were missing Robbie Slater 
through a hamstring injury and Souths were without suspended 
Goran Lozanovski and theiinjured)Stéve Panopoulos, 


MILESTONE 


Adem Poric, sent off for Sydney Olympic with Mark Rudan after 
{5-minutes of the opening match of the season, now takes his 
place along side him as a Spirit player, 


Coaches comment’ "/ was pretty happy with the way we played, 
it's just a shame we can't seem to score goals. | train the 
strikers more than the rest of the team, maybe too much, but in 
training everything seems to go in. Weswere well" theigame 
until they scored their first goal, but even after that we had’ 
enough chances to get something out of the match. Jtstill 
comes down to the fact that they took their chances and we 
didn't. South Melbourne are a great side. They absorbed our 
attack in the first 25-30 minutes and then put us away," 


Souths: Petkovic, losifidis, De Amicis, Orlic, Clarkson (CUizzipe! 
85), Trimboli, urcija (Tsekinis 80), Baser, Coveny (Anastasiadis 
72), Goutzioulis, Polak. 

Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Casseny (Watkins 67), ‘Martsic, 
Arnold, Bilokapic, Zane, Enes, Mass, Catigdon, Poric. Sub fot 
used: Cunico, Wearne 


Yic: Souths - Goutzioulis 
Spirit - Rudan, Zane, Enes 


Re: Nil 

Ref: Eddie Lennie 
Att: 6,206 

Pos; 10th 


ROUND TWELVE 
Sunday, 27 December 1998 


G3.Northern Spirit 1 
Marusic 81 
Gippsland Falcons 0 


Gabriel ‘Chi Chi’ Mendez was to make his long awaited debut for the G3 
Northern Spirit and it wouldn't take him too long to make an impact. 
After coming on as a 67th minute substitute for Matt Langdon, he 
cleverly set-up Marusic for the only goal of the game eleven minutes 
later. 


Spirit dominated the match from start to finish and created almost too 
many chances to count, but it was the same old story in front of goal, 
unable to turn opportunity into reward 


Robbie Slater was pushed up front to partner Clayton Zane in yet 
another strike force combination and the early indications were that it 
would net a landslide victory for the north Sydney club. 


Resolute defence and slack finishing made it tough going for those on 
the terraces. It’s not that the new combo didn’t prove the best move that 
Spirit had ever made as large numbers of Falcons players were behind 
the ball and made no secret of the fact that they had arrived in NSW with 
a point and were determined to return to the La Trobe Valley with it, or 
all three if they could steal a breakaway goal 


Graham Arnold admitted some weeks before that he was no longer able 
to continue his role as a striker, although the most experienced front- 
man at this fledgling club, because of the injuries he had sustained over 
the years and the fact that as a striker he had his back to the play for 
most of the game in order to time his runs into the box, continued at 
sweeper and was masterly in his distribution and was always there to 
clean up any loose balls in the danger zone. 


When Arnold did move up into the attack, his silky runs into the area 
caused constant problems and always looked likely to make something 
happen and it was in one such move that the Falcons succumbed to the 
onslaught being hurled at them. 


The player/coach led off on a dummy run in the 78th minute and 
Mendez, instead of trying to put over a cross in the tricky wind 
circulating Spirit Park, laid the ball off along the ground to Marusic, 
who's first time shot rippled the back of the net for his third of the 
season. He was booked for removing his shirt when celebrating the goal 
with the fans moments later. 


Although the wind played up against Spirit in the second-half, far too 
many crosses were going astray, especially from the right wing which, 
under the circumstances, many pundits believed with hindsight should 
have been played on the ground. 


That said, Marusic could have added a second in the 83rd when Robbie 
Slater, recovered from the ham-string injury that had plagued him in 
recent weeks, sent in a cross only for the maestro to see his effort 
cleared off the line by Levent Osman. 


Gippsland had a chance to equalise late in the game when Archie 
Thompson, an U/23 international, tricked and jinked his way past Paul 
Bilokapic, who had another outstanding game, and created enough 
room to get in a snap shot. The ever alert Paul Henderson was alive to 
the situation and even though seeing the ball late, managed to get 
enough on it to send it around the post. It was the straw that finally 
broke the resistance of Falcons and they were not to threaten again in 
the dying moments of the match. 


Robbie Slater, playing out of position up front, linked well with Clayton 
Zane with the possibility that this could become the new G3 Northern 
Spirit frontline partnership for some time. 


The win took Spirit to ninth place in the table and Slater later revealed, 
cheekily, that as a player gets older, he normally moves back down the 
pitch. Here he was, 34-years old and he was going in the other 
direction! 


"It's not my preferred position but we're a bit thin up front at the 
moment, so | may have to stay there and give them a hand," he said. 
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Paul Bilokapie receives his award for 100 NSL 
appearances from club chairman Remo Nogarotto 


The worst of all possible news came at the end of the match 
when It was revealed that new-signing Adem Poric was likely to 
miss the rest of the season’after sustaining a bad knee injury 
just one-and-a-quarter games, intovhis Spirit-career, 


The ghosts that haunted Spirit Park earlier in the term had come 
back to claim yet another victim, and the chances were, it 
wouldn't stop there either. 


MILESTONE 


Gabriel ‘Chi Chi’ Mendez finally makes his long awaited debutin 
a Spirit shirt, 


Coaches comments: "We keep making life difficult for ourselves 
becalise we can't score goals. I'm starting to sound like a 
broken record, but it's the same thing week after week. To say 
!'m relieved after this result is a mild understatement. We 
needed the three points if we are get through this goal drought 
and still be able to mount a challenge for the Top Six play-offs 
in May." 


Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic, Slater, Arnold, 
Bilokapic, Zane, Enes, Langdon (Mendez 67), Poric (Cunico 21). 
Sub not used: Moss 

Faleons: Jevdjevic, Hopkins, Osman, MacNicol, Bell, 
Thompson, Vargas, Hastie, Canosa, Puca (Savage 75), 
Armstrong (Beckvinovski 54). Sub not used: Anderson. 


Y/c: Spirit - Rudan, Marusic, Slater, Enes 
Falcons - Vargas, Armstrong 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: David Dwight 
Att: 10,374 

Pos: 9th 


NEXTSTEP SPORTS INVESTMENT GROUP 


INVESTMENT PHILOSOPHY - The key to 
successful investment is a combination of understanding 
the clients’ overall financial position and requirements; 
the correct timing of investment decisions; the 
allocation of the clients’ assets among major investment SPORTS 
markets. We assist our clients in assessing different INVESTMENT 
investment strategies and recommend a portfolio to suit GROUP 

their needs. 


Managed Investments » Savings and Investment Plans 
Personal Tax Reduction Strategies + Rollovers 
Negative Gearing Analysis » Superannuation Strategies 
Risk Insurance « Retirement Planning 


| ps 
FAI Stathachtd FS werturn 


EXPERIENCE PAYS ASSET MANAGEMENT 


Menke HS Ge First State Investments INVESTMENTS: 


® rn, 
HSBC Asset Management @ 2lonial. —— 


13 RIDGE STREET, NORTH SYDNEY NSW 2060 AUSTRALIA 
PHONE (02) 9922 3076 FAX (02) 9922 3078 EMAIL: nextstep@wr.com.au 


‘TAUBER FINANCIAL SERVICES PTY LTD ACN 003 376 078 + B.A.E. INVESTMENTS PTY LTD ACN 074 285 304 
DOME MARKETING PTY LTD ACN 062 012 515 » MARK ELLA PTY LTD ACN 074 668 778 


Open 7 Days 


een eed | JD tRopuies pty..tp. 


Manufacturer & Wholesaler of Sporting Trophies & Medals 
Presentation Awards - Plaques, Acrylics Glassware & Tankards 
Computer & Lazer Engraving 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM 


5 Powderworks Road Narrabeen 2101 Sydney NSW 
Telephone 9913 8451 Facsimilie 9913 1003 


aie er imecoee| | SPHRTSWEST 


Richard Kreider 


besaincicdehapee Correspondent 
HAND]|BUILD 
The Home & Building Centre 
$07 1826 Tha Horley Dive reba yan tese PO Box 444 Cloverdale Tel/Fax 08 9479 7217 
Wetherill Pork NSW 2164 Mobile: 0412 061 221 Western Australia 6105 Mobile 0412 456 604 


Supporting Northern Spirit 
in 2000 and beyond 


Carlos Portuguese Chicken OGalo Portuguese Chicken OGalo Portuguese Chicken 
126-128 Willoughby Road Shop 2/90 Charles Street Shop 2/235 Bondi Road 
Crows Nest Ph 029906 6050 Putney Ph 02 9808 3011 Bondi Ph 02 9365 7043 


Carlos Portuguese Chicken Collaroy Portuguese Chicken Mona Vale Charcoal Chicken 
5 at: 624 Crown Street 1105 Pittwater Road 18A Park Road 
Voit Usa Surry Hills Ph 0293102223 Collaroy Ph 02 9971 7837 Mona Vale Ph 02 9999 4209 


OGalo Portuguese Chicken Carlos Portuguese Chicken OGalo Portuguese Chicken 
152 Anzac Parade 408 Illawarra Road 277 Beamish Street 
Kensington Ph 02 9697 9003 Marrickville Ph 02 9558 8079 Campsie Ph 02 9787 8766 
Special deal for Spirit members: 
Try one of our burgers with a choice of our famous Portuguese piri piri sauce 


and show us your membership card to receive a free 600 ml Pepsi! 
Limit of one deal per member. At participating stores only. Offer ends 31st May 2000 
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ROUND THIRTEEN 
Sunday, 3rd January 1999 
Adelaide Sharks 2 
Poimer 32 


Gibson 89 

G3 Northern Spirit 3 
Crook 60 

Zane 83 

Marusic 85 


On their previous trip to Hindmarsh Stadium, Northern Spirit had lost 
dismally to Adelaide City, after dominating the match in the opening 45 
minutes, before going into the break at 0-1 down. 


Many lessons had been learnt since then and the Adelaide Sharks offered 
a different approach to their neighbours and perennial Top Six specialists. 


Graham Arnold was shown a yellow card in as early as the tenth minute 
for a sliding tackle that referee Sam Hesic took exception to and was to 
prove costly later in the game. (Hesic was to eventually hand out five 
yellow cards and one red, albeit a second yellow to Arnold. Of these, only 
one caution was for a home team player. Not that anything can be read 
into these figures, it all adds up to make Spirit look a dirty side, which 
couldn't be further from the truth). 


Strangely enough, Spirit went into the half-time break at nil-one down yet 
again, 

Alex Castro provided a pinpoint cross and Derek Poimer, replacing regular 
striker Hamilton Thorp up front who had been utilised as a marker for the 
ever dangerous Robbie Slater, was on hand and needed no second 
invitation to put the home side ahead in the 33rd minute. Poimer was 
unlucky not to add to his tally late in the half when a fiercely struck shot 
from fully 25 metres out cannoned onto the cross-bar. 


Deja Vu for Spirit although this time they had something in the wings. 
That something was lan Crook who returned to action after a 10 game 
absence through an injury sustained in Round two at Perth Oval. 


‘Crookie’ replaced Michael Cunico after the half-time interval and Spirit's 
fortunes never looked back after that apart from a minor scare later in the 
match. 


And it was the former England player who got the ball rolling with the 
equaliser with 63-minutes showing on the clock. A swerving 20 metre 
free-kick around the Sharks wall and into the bottom right hand corner of 
the net. 


That strike sparked Spirit into action as they laid siege on a Sharks goal 
that was leading a charmed life until Clayton Zane scored his first goal for 
the club after 16 hours and 26 minutes of sheer torture for the former 
Breakers front man. 


It was Crook who again set up the chance in the 83rd minute. He found 
Slater in space who cleverly chipped the ball on to Clayton Zane and after 
skipping his was past three defenders, fired into the net to give Spirit a 
deserved lead. 


It was a relief for the lanky striker but all the more incredible as Spirit had 
been reduced to 10 men three minutes earlier when Graham Arnold 
received his second yellow card of the game and was sent-off for the first 
time in Australia after the referee deemed the player/coach had 
deliberately handled. 


To compound matters for the Sharks, Spirit broke out from defence and 
added a third just two minutes later. 


The Sydneysiders enjoyed a touch of luck when Slater passed to Kresimir 
Marusic and his skilful litle back-heel flew into the net to give Spirit the luxury 
of a two goal cushion with one man short and only five minutes left of play. 


|n keeping with their season to date, Spirit were to cause their supporters 
some palpitations late in the game when they relaxed sufficiently for John 
Gibson to reduce the deficit to one when he scored a late consolation for 
the Sharks in stoppage time. 


Itturned out to be almost the last kick of the game and as the final whistle 
sounded, a relieved G3 Northern Spirit took home the points. 


199. 
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Graham Amold redelves his first red card in 
Australian footiall” a 


JANUARY 


Coaches comment: ‘With regards,to my sending,off, it's never 
happened to me in Australia bef6re and I’ve only ever been sents 
off once, when | was indapan. The referee was very inconsistent 
with his decisions and, to be honest, | didnikeven, feel, the, pall) 
hit my hand, |-Was 85 metres awal/itiom) goal and Th 
over thought the ball had hit my chestl [efeah it ‘oe harsh, 
decision, The game actually went for 54 minutes Tn the second- 
half and that, helped the Sharks back into the match as we wete 
by then downto teh men. It means that | will be out for the 
game against Newcastle at Spirit Park next Friday pight,,and , 
we'll also be missing Paul, Bilokapic and [Mark Rudan because 
they've picked Up their fourth yellow, Weaids of the season 
tonight. On a brighter note, it was geet to see ‘Clacka’ finding 
‘the net and hopefully he’s noyweturned the corner. He was 
unlucky not to have added onevr two more. It,js, aegneat weight 
off his shoulders now. lan Crook's return is very Weleome and jt 
Jooks ag though Robbie Enes will remain withith®club until the 
end of the season before heading off for further trials in Eufope." 


PS 


Sharks: Wildy, Alagich, Castro, Souris, Thorp), Palmer, Duric, 
Gibson, Pezos, Artone (Vidakovic 80), Porter. Sub not used: 
Tibaldi, Westervelt, 


Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic (Moss 86), Slater, 
Arnold, Bilokapic, Zane, Cunico (Crook 46), Enes, Langdon. 
(Mendez 88). 
Y/t; Sharks = Thorp. 

Spirit - Rudan, Marusic, Arnold), Bilokapic 


R/C: Spirit - Arnold 


Ref: Sam Hesic 
Att: 2,089 
Pos: 8th 


ROUND FOURTEEN 


Friday, 8th January 1999 
G3 Northern Spirit 0 
Newcastle Breakers 0 


After netting three times in the previous match, some thought the days 
of a scoring drought were over but, as some journalists would have you 
believe, Spirit fans petitioned for a ‘real’ striker to be purchased for the 
club? In reality, the supporters were petitioning for a better deal and 
more football coverage on Channel 7 television, as they had the rights 
to Ericsson Cup football. As the old adage mentions, ‘Never let the truth 
get in the way of a good story’. 


Sadly, Spirit lapsed back into bad old habits but the loss of influential 
players made life difficult for the home side as they entertained a 
Newcastle Breakers team on the crest of their best ever run, five games 
without loss. 


Clayton Zane, playing against his former club, had three good 
opportunities in the space of two minutes but failed to nail any of them, 
and with the Breakers coach, Lee Sterrey, pushing Andrew Roberts out 
wide on the left to nullify the threat posed by Luke Casserly, the crosses 
became a trickle before drying up completely. 


Newcastle looked organised in defence and showed they could be 
dangerous on the counter-attack and could have snatched the points in 
asmash and grab style raid but for the bravery of Paul Henderson in the 
Spirit goal. 


John Buonavoglia and Fouad Umlil both squandered chances with only 
Henderson to beat, Breakers striker John Buonavoglia had a great 
opportunity to put the visitors ahead in the 32nd minute when hitting a 
screamer from 25 metres out. Henderson was forced into a diving save 
as the ball arrowed towards the top left hand corner of the net. Moments 
later, Moroccan import Fouad Umiil had a similar effort tipped over the 
bar. 


That, in essence, was as much as the Beakers would manage all night 
until Tom Haythornthwaite, signed from Canberra Cosmos, replaced 
Peter Ritchie in the 62nd minute and added some bite to the Breakers 
attack. 


Zane and Gabriel Mendez looked to have formed a potent partnership up 
front in yet another restructured attack. 


Bearing in mind that Tony Perinich was bought to partner Zane in attack, 
‘Pezza’ was forced into a knee reconstruction before the start of the 
campaign after yet another freak training accident, ‘Clacka’ was forced 
to shoulder the burden of a lone strikers role for much of the season to 
date, which prompted Chairman Remo Nogarotto to say: ‘Zane has had 
to carry the load on his own. We are not in the business of buying 
average quality players. | understand the frustration’s of our supporters 
because | share it with them. It's death by a thousand cuts ching our 
team at present but we will not go out and buy a ple the sake of 
it. In reality, there is not a lot around at the moment." 


Spirit continued to launch assaults on Bob Catlin in the Breakers goal 
and it looked as though the prayers of the supporters had been 
answered in stoppage time when Mattie Langdon was cynically scythed 
down by Chris Tanchevski inside the box with only Catlin to beat. 


Referee Jeff Tippett saw nothing wrong with the incident to leave an 
incredulous Spirit team looking on in disbelief. 


After the match, Breakers coach Lee Sterrey was to admit: '/t was a 
penalty from 100 yards away," while the loyal supporters left Spirit Park 
with the feeling of ‘being robbed’. 


A nil-all draw was the final outcome as the club was left to rue a 
catalogue of scorned chances. 
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Coacties comment." We, played quite well considering seven of 
our first team were out, two long terMpand we had to include five 
18-year Olds in the side. It was frustrating to see the penalty not 
awarded,.Every single person in the ground,.including the 
Newcastle tans\and theingoalkeeper,Bobby Catlin, thought itwas 
a penalty’ but nothing happens. We dominated the first 30 
minutes of the match and were easily a class above them all over 
the park, but we got nothing more out of the result than they aid.” 


Spirity Henderson,.Casserly, Marusic, Slater, Zane (Watkins 89), 
Cumio, Enes,’ Moss; Wearne, (Crook. 52), Langdon, Mendez 
(Snyder 67). 
Breakers: Catlin, Pryce, McManus}pSprod, Buonavoglia, Umiil 
(Tanchevski 75), Shannon, Roberts, Wilson (Sanderson 85), 
Yoon, Ritchie (Haythornthwaite 63). 
YC: Spitit - Weatne 

Breakers - Pryce 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: Jeff Tippett 
Att: 13,206 
Pos: 8th 


Gabriel “Chi Chi” Mendez 


The Sydney 


Challenge Cup €%) 


Although not an original concept, the Canberra 
Cup having been played previously, it was new 
‘o Sydney and generated much interest after 
being put forward by the General Manager of 
Sydney Olympic - Frank Martin. 

n simple terms, Sydney would find out who the 
top side was by holding a tournament within a 
tournament. By using the results of the 
scheduled Ericsson Cup matches between the 
four Sydney clubs - Spirit, Marconi, Olympic & 
United - the top club would be determined 
without the need for extra matches and with a 
otal disregard for league position. 


The rules of the competition would be as 
follows: 


e If two teams finish equal top, the winner is 
decided by goals for and against, 

© If goals for and against are equal, it is 
decided on goals scored, 

e If goals scored are equal, winner decided by 
result of match containing both, 

e Ifthe result was a draw, the team that 
scored first in that game is deemed the 
winner, 

e Ifthe draw was nil-all, joint winners are 
declared. 
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In a novel attempt to increase attacking play 
and enterprising football, a points system with 
a difference was to be introduced: 


e Win (home) =3 points 
e Win (away) =4 points 
e Draw = 1 point each 
© Loss = 0 points 
© 3 Goals + = 1 extra point 


As the season had started, some derby games 
having already taken place, it was deemed that 
as each club had three more matches against 

the other local rivals, the championship would 
be decided over these performances. 


© 15th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit v 
"Marconi Fairfield 


e 24th Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic v G3 
Northern Spirit 


© 26th Jan 1999 - Sydney United v Marconi 
Fairfield 

e 29th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit v 
Sydney United 

© 31st Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Marconi 
Fairfield 


e 14th Feb 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Sydney 
United 


Northern Spirit would kick off the tournament 
when taking on Marconi Fairfield in the next 
round of the Ericsson Cup in a match that 
promised plenty of fireworks, both on and off 
the pitch. 


In a season that looked like it was business as 
usual for the team from the western districts, 
they were handily placed in third spot on the 
competition ladder at the time, perhaps they 
already had designs on the crystal trophy and 
were coming to Spirit park to kick-start those 
aspirations? 


ROUND FIFTEEN 
Friday, 15th January 1999 
G3 Northern Spirit 4 


Bilokapic 23 
Slater 28 

Marusic 40 
Watkins 85 
Marconi Fairfield 0 


As if somehow the mists had cleared and allowed the Spirit forwards a 
sight of goal for almost the first time during the campaign, Marconi 
Fairfield were to feel the force of a packed Spirit Park and, as one 
journalist reported: "They may have come as Stallions, but they surely 
left looking like Shetland ponies on the end of this 0-4 trouncing at the 
hands of a rampaging G3 Northern Spirit side hungry for goals and 
good football." 


47,507 fans were on hand to watch a game that, had it been a boxing 
match, would have been stopped long before the end of the first-half. 


Clayton Zane was away on international duty but in his absence, Paul 
Bilokapic, Robbie Slater, Kresimir Marusic and the 18-year old Danny 
Watkins found the net to answer some of the critics who believed that 
Spirit could play up to the 18-yard box but couldn't go on with it from 
there. 


Spirit totally dominated the game from the outset and were never to 
relinquish their grip. 


lan Crook helped the proceedings along in the 24th minute when his 
free-kick found Bilokapic ghosting in at the far post to head Spirit into 
the lead when, in truth, they could already have been three up. 


Marusic was like a knife through butter and created chances at will 
against a Marconi defence lacking in confidence and looking as though 
they had never played together before. With the midfield wizard dazzling 
the back-line, former Stallion Luke Casserly and young Mattie Langdon 
were able to exploit the room down the flanks as Marusic continually 
drew the defenders in toward him with a masterful display of footwork, 
skill and sheer class. 


Marconi ‘keeper, David Aceski, hardly had time to recover from the first 
shock when four minutes later a 25-metre thunderbolt from stand-in 
striker Robbie Slater left the hapless custodian stranded and bending 
over to pluck the ball from the net once more. 


Spirit Park was awash with noise and colour as the fans relished two 
well worked goals and dared to believe that this would indeed be the 
night the team would deliver the goals they had all been waiting for. 


The contest was over before half-time as a third nail entered the coffin 
of the Fairfielder’s. ‘Marusic the Magnificent’ slotted home his fifth of 
the season as Spirit cantered to a three-nil lead. 


In an ironic quirk of fate, Zane played only 25 minutes for the Olyroos 
on the same night before leaving the field with a back injury that would 
put him in doubt for the following weeks match. 


Danny Watkins found himself on the score sheet once more as Spirit 
unleashed an attacking display of football not witnessed in the Ericsson 
Cup for many a year. In the dying moments of the game he slotted home 
to put the icing on the cake and lift the frustration’s of the crowd at long 
last. 


Marconi coach, former Socceroo stalwart Frank Farina, was full of 
praise after the match. 

"We have players who are overpaid and under-achievers. We didn't 
compete and the first two goals we gave away were silly,” he said. 

“We were completely outplayed, outclassed and can consider ourselves 
very fortunate it wasn't eight," he concluded. 
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ee What an absolutely magnificent 
performance trom the team tonight, I've said for some time that 
we would click against a team one day.soon and that happened. 
to be tonight against Marconi. We've been playing fairly well all 
season but have not been able to find the net with anything like 
the Gonsisteney needed at this level. We have a tough schedule 
over the next week with three games in six days and if we can 
také this sort of farm into those games, we'll be looking very 
good for the finals. On the’question of ClaytonZane, I've heard 
he’s hurt his back and thowigh you ask if he'll return to the 
starting eleven next week, all | can say is let me enjoy this 
weekend first. Then welll see what happens after that. I've been 
asked why | haven't used Danny Watkinsiinilich this season and 
the reason is that when you've got 18-year old kids in the side, 
they can only sustain a certain amount of games at a consistent 
level. He did.that in the first 5-6 weeks of the season and then 
had a patch where his torm dipped a bit, He was really feeling 
the pinch, so I let him sit back, gave him two weeks off and he 
came back as fresh as anything. He had a super game tonight,” 


Soir) Henderson, Crook (Cunico 32), Rudan) Casserly, 
Marusic, Slater, Arnold, Bilokapic, WatkinswEnes (Mendez 5} 
Langdon (Moss 79). 


Stothons Aceski, M.Babic, Phillips (McDonald 56), Longo, Kins 
Maloney, Awaritefe, Trajanovski, Zoric (Z.Babic 46), Smith, 
Gibson (Farrah 68). 


va; Spirit - Crook, Slater 
Stallions - Phillips, Awaritefe 


AUG: Nil 

het, Eugene Brazzale 
Re 17,507 

Post 8th 
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G3 Northern Spirit, in addition to gaining three points for an Ericsson Cup triumph, also won the 
same amount for the home win in the ‘Sydney Challenge’ and then collected the extra point for 
scoring three or more goals in the inaugural match. Next stop was to be at Belmore the following 
weekend and another encounter with a ‘challenge’ opponent - Sydney Olympic. 


e 15th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit 4 Marconi Fairfield 0 
© 24th Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic v G3 Northern Spirit 


© 26th Jan 1999 - Sydney United v Marconi Fairfield 
© 29th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit v Sydney United 
© 31st Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Marconi Fairfield 
e 14th Feb 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Sydney United 


HIS MASTERS VOICE (P72) HALF-TERM REPORT 


‘Considering all o 


time. | knew durin : the second round of the season it 


injured players we 


both at home an 


uild come back and 2/ we would gel 


away: "In the beginning it took th 


What many and believe was the outstanding sup, 


sometimes the ath 
songs and the atn| 


added the player/ 
With all teams hai 


made our away ; 


osphere was quite weird, but once 
josphere was brilliant. The supporte 


joach. 


major injuries and early suspensions, | was quite happy with our placement at the 


‘ould get better for two reasons: 1/ Some of those 
etter as a team," said Arnold. 


ort this brand new club was consistently getting, 
supporters time to get to know the players and 
he supporters got to know us, and we them, their 
is in the second round also began to travel, which 


mes easier and | still can’t believe the humour and noise they generated. Sensational," 


Top Six placing and Final’s football. 


ng been played once, now was the time to put the heads down and drive for the elusive 
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ROUND. SIXTEEN 
Sunday, 24th January 1999 
Sydney Olympic 2 


Cardozo 43,87 

G3 Northern Spirit 3 
Slater 9,29 

Enes 54 


Sydney Olympic had come to North Sydney Oval for Spirit's inaugural 
match in the NSL and taken away the points after a 2-nil win over the 
Ericsson Cup new boys. 


To the supporters of the north shore club, this was a rematch they 
couldn't miss and arrived at Belmore in previously unheard of numbers 
and followed implicitly the directions of the Olympic officials - arrive 
early, stake your claim and stay put. 


In front of Olympic’s second highest crowd of the season to date - 9,151 
- this would be the first opportunity for a quick revenge of that fateful 
first encounter, and another opportunity to press home their advantage 
in the ‘Sydney Challenge’, but as would prove the norm, if Spirit were to 
win, they wouldn't do it the easy way. 


Around 3,500 Spirit fans made the trek to Belmore and left no-one in 
any doubt as to who they were supporting. The decibel level rose during 
a near 45-minute rendition of songs, chants and ditties that reached 
from the sublime to the ridiculous whilst keeping everyone amused. 


They didn’t have long to wait for a reason to cheer even louder as 
Robbie Slater gave the visitors the lead after 10 minutes of play. Brett 
Emerton only managed to head down into his own box from a Marusic 
centre. With the defence unable to clear, Slater pounced to force the ball 
home from 11 metres out. 


From jubilation to consternation in the 28th minute when Mark Rudan 
received his second red card of the season against this opposition, and 
from the same referee. Emerton set off on a block-busting run from 
midfield and Rudan inadvertently clipped the heels of the Olympic player 
whilst attempting to avoid him, and as he went tumbling down referee 
Simon Micallef had no second thoughts on producing the red card, 
albeit harshly after some of the tactics employed by Olympic’s 
defenders. 


Two minutes later and the Spirit fans raised the roof as Slater again got 
on the scoresheet. 


Robbie Enes floated in a teasing free-kick for Paul Bilokapic to bring 
under control with his right foot, While still off balance, he flicked the 
ball on to Slater with his left peg and the ginger-haired mid-fielder- 
turned-striker almost burst the back of the net. 


With only ten men, Spirit were proving a real handful to contain but the 
home side thought they had finally found the answer in stoppage time 
of the first-half. 


Brett Emerton, on another surging run, was tackled by Mattie Langdon 
and the loose ball fell inviting for Pablo Cardozo, showing a cool head, 
to finish with his left and bring the half-time score in a pulsating match 
to an odd goal in three deficit for the home team. 


Ante Juric, lucky to be on the pitch after committing a far worse looking 
foul when bringing down Slater from behind prior to Spirit's first goal, 
given the sending-off of Rudan later on, had the chance to equalise four 
minutes after the restart when Mark Brennan swung over a dangerous 
corner. Juric met the ball with power but his header was brilliantly 
covered by Henderson in goal to snuff out the opportunity. 


Mehmet Durakovic was the next to show but he saw his powerfully 
driven 35-metre effort tipped over the bar by the young Spirit 
goalkeeper. 

Olympic were to pay dearly for those costly misses as Spirit were to 
regain their two goal lead. 

Marusic found livewire Robbie Enes breaking out of midfield with a 


beautiful pass that dissected the Olympic defence as they pressed 
forward for the equaliser. 
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Gathering. with his right foot, Enes fired home 
from the edge.of the box with his left to give Spirit 
an unassailable lead, although there was much 
morejto come in this game. 


With Spirit'working hard to stay in the game after 
losing Rudan'so early, tiredness Was setting in and 
further chances were falling the way of Olympic. 


Cardozo was on hand.to stab a Reter Tsekenis cross 
straight into the waiting. gloves of Paul Henderson 
after 70-minutes before Enes.almost-grabbed his second of the 
Matehy.and Spirit's fourth, withefive minutes.remaining. 


Latching on to a perfectly timed square ball from substitute Gabriel 
Mendez, Enes saw*his*shot flash pastethe upright. Had it gone ing 
‘there would have been no way for Olympic toget back into the game, 


At long last Olympic threwcaution to the wind as they tried to 
square the,match andin the 88th minute,reduced the visitors lead 
to one-when Carlos Gonzalez was awarded a penalty after being 
brought down'in the box, 


Cardozo strode \confidently up and put away the opportunity to 
leave Spirit,with a few anxious minutes to hang on to their hard 
fought lead. 


The’relief when the firial whistlasounded was visible on the faces 
Of theexhausted Spirit players especially for a defence that had 
played with a man short for over amhour. 


Credit must be paidto Paul Bilokapic, Phil Moss, Graham Arnold, 
Paul Henderson and) Daniel Watkins, sacrificed as a striker and 
pulled back When Rudafigwas ordered from the field, for their 
efforts in this\gutsy, win; especially in the second-half of the game 
when they put thelr bodies onsthé.jine for the team as Spirit 
finished as the first away side to win atyBelmore this season. 


It.gave the club a commanding lead in the ‘Sydney Challenge’, 
which originated from this very ground, but Sydney United were 
yet to enter the fray. 


hes co pmenh "Being without lan Crook and Luke Casserly, 
losing them before the game, was a major loss for us. If we had 
had‘our normal eleven we would have played differently, however, 
Piwatched Olympic play a couple of times recently and thought 
that if we packed the midfield, it would force them out wide. Slater 
is still as mobile as ever and Paul Henderson, for mine, is the best 
goal-keeper in the league on present form. This month is so 
important for us as we still have both Sydney United and Perth 
Glory to play at home. | think the biggest problem with the 
referee's at the moment is inconsistency. You can’t tell me there 
was a difference between the challenge of Ante Juric and that of 
Mark Rudan. Juric receives yellow, Rudan receives red? This is a 
problem that needs to be looked at and fixed." 


/) 5) Bouhoutsos, Tsekenis, Brennan, (Baillie 60), Thomas, 
Emerton (Gonzalez 80), Tome (Kalantzis 60), Cardozo, Juric, 
Culina, Durakovic, Blagojevic. 


So) Henderson, Rudan, Marusic, Slater (Mendez 72)Arnold, 
Bilokapic, Watkins, Cunico (Bosnat 83), Enes) Moss, Langdon 
(Wearne 66). 


Y(t Olympic - Tsekenis, Kalantzis, Juric, Culina’ 
Spirit - Bosnar, Enes, Langdon: 


He: Spirit - Rudan 
Ref; Simon Micallef 
At 9,151 

Pas: 6th 


Jf ARY 


The Sydney 
Challenge 


G3 Northern Spirit took the challenge tournament by the scruff of the neck when beating Sydney 
Olympic on their own turf, throwing down the gauntlet to all other Sydney clubs that, although the 
three NSL points were the major consideration in these games, if they wanted to be ‘top dogs’ in 
this city, they would have to raise their game to be so. This particular match netted the visitors four 
points for the away win PLUS the extra point for scoring three goals or more. 


e 15th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit 4 Marconi Fairfield 0 
e 24th Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic 2 G3 Northern Spirit 3 
© 26th Jan 1999 - Sydney United v Marconi Fairfield 

e 29th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit v Sydney United 


© 31st Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Marconi Fairfield 
e 14th Feb 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Sydney United 


if 
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ROUND SEVENTEEN 
Tuesday, 26th January 1999 


G3 Northern Spirit 1 
Cunico 73 
Perth Glory 0 


Ten goals in the last four games for Spirit was making a mockery of the 
critics who said they couldn’t find the net. However, the visit of Perth 
Glory on Australia Day would certainly be the immovable object meeting 
the irresistible force. 


Everyone suspected the odd goal would get the result in this one but 
believed it would be a real treat to watch, especially after having 
Casserly and Bilokapic sent-off in the corresponding fixture and losing 
lan Crook to a knee ligament injury for several weeks. The battle lines 
drawn, a classic encounter was played out before almost 18,000 fans at 
Spirit Park. 


Mark Rudan and Robbie Enes would be missing through suspension but 
‘keeper Paul Henderson wasn't troubled throughout the match, thanks 
to the tireless efforts of Phil Moss and Paul Bilokapic, both of whom 
proved worthy replacements. 


Glory skipper Gareth Naven was ordered from the field after 25-minutes 
of play for a crude challenge on Gabriel Mendez. With just over a quarter 
of the match gone, Mendez had tormented the visiting defence and that 
frustration was never more evident than in this incident. 


The visitors were forced onto the defensive with their captains departure 
but can think themselves lucky not to have been behind at this stage of 
the game as the G3 Northern Spirit threatened to run away with the 
match. 


Slater and Marusic were gelling in the latest front line partnership and 
the signs were clear that they now both knew what the other was going 
to do at any given time. It was this that had accounted for some of the 
sparkling displays in recent weeks, plus the determination and grit the 
rest of the side were showing. 


Spirit were having problems finding the net and thanks to some stout 
defending and the often brave goalkeeping of Danny Milosevic, 
exhibited the patience needed at this level. 


Paul Bilokapic had his penalty attempt saved well by Milosevic in the 
67th minute, the first time he had failed from the spot in eight attempts 
stretching back to the previous season. 


Frustration turned to joy when 19-year old Michael ‘Coons’ Cunico 
found the net from 25-metres out. Such venom did he hit the shot with 
that it was already bulging the back of the onion bag while the Perth 
‘keeper was still only halfway through his despairing dive. It was 
Cunico’s first goal in the Ericsson Cup. 

/ think | bit i quite well, “said the softly spoken Cunico after the game 
adding: ot a chit Il 

Cunico had had terrible luck at that end of the ground all season and 
saw several of his efforts come bouncing back into play off the 
woodwork in various games. 


T've not F ch luck dov end, so | just hit it. | didn't place the 
ball as In ly would, | just he ended coyly. 

The win took the G3 Northern Spirit to fourth place in the league and 
allowed them some respite from the chasing pack. 
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JANUARY 


“Coons” Celebrates His “chip” 


MILESTONE 


Before the match kicked-off, a loosely based ‘Four Nation’ 
tournament took place between England, Scotland, Ireland and 
Cornwall, Modified rules were the order of the day and after 
playing the initial round on North Sydney Oval No.2 ground, the 
final two matches of the series were played in front of the ever 
growing band of supporters who had ‘grabbed the Spirit’. 


Ireland were the eventual winners, led by the irrepressible 
‘Aido’, and were presented with the inaugural ‘Spirit Of Australia 
Day Challenge Trophy’. 


Communications experts G3 supplied the playing shirts for all 
four teams andthe tournament was a raging success according 
to the fans and those who took part. 


Manly Warringah Referees Association supplied the officials for 
the day and controlled the matches with aplomb, diplomacy and 
with a sense of good natured humour. The officials were (in no 
particular order): Greg Coupland, Don Gale, Graeme Kellow, 
Vrezh Movsessian, Peter Robson and Colin Stocks. 


Allin all, a wonderful day. 


Coaches comment: "/f ‘Coons" only chipped that goal, | wish | 
could chip the ball that well! After what we went through at 
Belmore two days ago, I'm very happy with the outcome of this 
game. It was a backs to the wall win over Olympic and | did 
worry how our younger players would pull up after, giving 110% 
in that match. They've answered that question today. They have 
been superb all season and haven't let the club, me or 
themselves down. They've certainly come of age as first team 
regulars after the displays of the last fortnight." 


Spirit: Henderson, Marusic (Bosnar 90), Slater, Arnold, 
Bilokapic, Zane, Watkins, Cunico, Moss (Stubbs-Mills 83), 
Langdon, Mendez. Sub not used: Sobczyk 


Glory: Milosevic, Trajkovski (Strudwick 85), Miller, Hay, Naven, 
Markovski, Despotovski (Halpin 78), Boutsianis, Garcia, Deans, 
Circati. Sub not used: Wilkinson. 


y/C: Glory - Milosevic, Miller, Despotovski, Deans, Circati. 
R/C: Glory - Naven 

Ref: Mark Shield 

Att: 17,722 

Pos: 4th 


PT Baye, R 


MOBBIE SLATER - LEADING BY EXAMPLE 


Another Socceroo player that had plied his trade overseas for 
Many years, including winning the English Premiership title 


i 


RvUr tt | Las 


with Blackburn Rovers, returned to Australia to team up with 
his great mate Graham Amold for G3 Northern Spirit's first tilt 
at the title, and in'sq doing picked up the captains armband for 
his troubles. 


The ‘Bulldog! leads |by example and never gives anything less 
than 100% on the pitch and in training, epitomising just what 
ittakes to make it to the top. His performances throughout the 
season were nothing short of breath-taking,at times, making a 
mockery of those who said he was too old to reproduce his 
best at this level. 


Slater remains a character within the code, always dropping 
one-liners into any |conversation and offering advice to those 
that Would listen. But for all the success and star status, he is 
always prepared to| talk to the fans at any time, never being 
anything but honest about his performance. 


Striking up ah instant relationship with the supporters, Slater 
remaitis a fayourite|son in association football, never believing 
he would ever finish his career with a professional club in 
Australia, let alone Sydney, the prodigal son returned - back to 
the future, 


Ashe himself puts|it: "/ve been Bnomnouely Proud lebethe 


Beeepiain of the Spirit\in their first year (erbeen taken aback by 


Me response from|thessipporters amd ¢ fave tigadinit that 
When | was invited fo GoMeback anc foln the NeAwWMata while 


with Wolverhampton Wandérers in Eng aqa tine te. ] yas 
sceptical having already been involved Wiehe Web Water 
which, with no disrespect intended, left a lo@ibe iesiea™. 


He went on toysay: "sally feel that we'ge only scratchedithe 
Surface and Wem helleve that this club Mall go on to become, 
the dominant Toree and feading light (aastratan-tootball, 
breaking the mongpoly.of sports such aksRughbyBieguPyand 
ABL and putting the’eade into Its rightful Page, ms 


As the hordes of Spirit fans cry out - ‘There's only one Robbie) 
Slater." 


ROUND EIGHTEEN 
Friday, 29th January 1999 
G3 Northern Spirit 1 


Marusic 68 
Sydney United 2 
Burns 44 
Griffiths 83 


If ever the Spirit Park woodwork jinx was to go against the side, this was 
to be the match that ensured it would go down in folklore. 


Sydney United were suffering financial worries, their players were still 
waiting to be paid and home crowds were virtually non-existent but for 
all the problems they had endured off the pitch, coach Dave Mitchell had 
ateam full of gutsy players and a side worthy of challenging for the top. 


In the fifth minute, Kresimir Marusic put a free header over the bar 
against one of his old clubs and within 13 minutes, Daniel Watkins then 
crashed his headed effort against it. It wouldn't be the first time the 
frame would come to the aid of the visitors this night. 


Watkins then squandered perhaps the best chance of the game in the 
37th minute when, with an open goal beckoning, he mis-kicked the ball 
and the opportunity disappeared. 


Jacob Burns added salt to the wound when he opened the scoring for 
United three minutes into first-half stoppage time after being left 
unmarked inside the box. 


Gabriel Mendez was thwarted by the left-hand upright after 55 minutes 
and another youngster to step up from the youth side for his starting 
debut - Jacek Sobezyk - sent his shot crashing into the right-hand 
upright just nine minutes later. 


Steve Berry and Jacob Burns were not going to let the home side have 
it all their own way and threatened occasionally in this very entertaining 
game. They exploited the space left in defence as Spirit surged forward 
in search of an equaliser, which came in the 69th minute and was well 
deserved. 


Marusic fired in a shot from 25-metres that would surely be in the 
running for the ‘Goal of the Season’ awards. Swerving, dipping and 
flying past the hand of ‘keeper Andrew Crews in the United goal and 
nestling into the top left-hand corner. 


With the clock ticking down, it looked as though an evenly matched 
contest would finish level, handing Spirit the ‘Sydney Challenge’ before 
all the matches had been completed. 


Joel Griffiths, turning down the option of playing for the north Sydney 
side, preferring to take the chance at United where he thought he would 
get more first team opportunities, was in the right spot at the right time 
to determine the outcome in the final moments. 


86 minutes had gone when the ball fell inviting at his feet and he stroked 
it home from just outside the six-metre box. 


He revealed later that he ‘ony had to keep my head’ for United to score 
an upset win. 


His celebrations after scoring left much to be desired and a very sour 
taste in the mouths of those who stand in Spirit Point. It was not 
justifiable. 


With Crews hardly able to stand in the United goal after tearing a groin 
muscle, the outfield players kept Spirit in check for the remaining few 
minutes of the game although this must be one win that the visitors can 
count on as being very, very lucky. 
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JANUARY 


MILESTONE 


Jacek Sobezyk takes his place in the starting line-up for the first 
time and his NSL debut. 


Coaches comment: "This is one that definitely got away. Lady 
Luck wasn’t with us at all tonight and we had enough chances 
in the first 20-minutes to really make life hard for them. At the 
beginning of the week | would have settled for six points from 
these three games - Olympic, Glory and United - as they have 
been setting the pace this season. When we played United at 
Edensor Park, | gave the players‘one hell of a blast afterwards 
for not ‘putting in’. Since then, we have won six, drawn one and 
lost one match«'! Know. their club has financial problems but 1 
would be sad to see them forced to close down and | wish them 
well in finding a solution." 


Spirit; Henderson, Marusie, Slater, Arnold, Bilokapic, Watkins, 
Cunico, Moss, Langdon, Mendez, Sobezyk (Zane 87). Sub not 
used: Bosnar, Stubbs-Mills 


Pumas: Crews, Barrett, Plesa, Vrkic, Burns, Ardone (A.Moric 
84), Berry, Bennett, Sterjovski (Day 85), Griffiths, Santalab. Sub 
not used; Townsend. 


Yr: Pumas - Plesa, Vrkic, Griffiths 


Rc: Nil 

Ref: Gerry Connolly 
Att: 17,024 

Pos: 4th 


‘ Danny Watkins — “on the ball” 
3 


The Sydney 
Challenge 


The G3 Northern Spirit v Sydney United result would leave the table toppers with nine points and a goal 
difference of Plus 4. With United having won against Marconi (H) and Spirit (A), it meant they would 

have to go to Belmore and get something out of the match to be crowned as the kings of Sydney. That 
wouldn't take place for a fortnight yet and there were other games to be played and points to be won if 


the G3 Northern Spirit were to realise Graham Arnold's first dream - the Top Six play-offs. 


ih 


e 15th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit 4 Marconi Fairfield 0 
e 24th Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic 2 G3 Northern Spirit 3 
© 26th Jan 1999 - Sydney United 3 Marconi Fairfield 2 

e 29th Jan 1999 - G3 Northern Spirit 1 Sydney United 2 
e 31st Jan 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Marconi Fairfield 

e 14th Feb 1999 - Sydney Olympic v Sydney United 


fe. 
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ROUND NINETEEN 
Saturday, 6th February 1999 
Brisbane Strikers 5 
Tollenaere 34 


Zoricich 60 

Laybutt 61 
Meredith 63 
Hughes 69 

G3 Northern Spirit 1 
Arnold 85 


Not too much can be said for this game except that it was one of those 
that couldn't possibly ever happen again. It was a night when the G3 
Northern Spirit players just didn't show up for the game and had been 
replaced by exact replicas of the team. It was probably a night when the 
fabled ‘dustbins’ would have done a better job. 


Going into the break at just one-nil down, Spirit coach Graham Arnold 
must have thought there was a good chance of getting something out 
of the game if the team kept their shape and stuck to the game plan, 
although he must have been disappointed that the goal was conceded 
right on the stroke of half-time. Not the first time that had happened this 
season. 


Reece Tollenaere managed to deflect a Jeremy Harris shot past 
Henderson in the 44th minute to give the Strikers the lead, but Spirit 
could have themselves hit the front four minutes earlier when Robbie 
Slater headed down for an easy tap in from a Mattie Langdon corner, 
The problem was, no-one was there to add the finishing touch, 


That said, the Brisbane Strikers created and took their chances when 
presented, especially in an eight minute period of the second-half, 


Chris Zoricich hit a strapping free-kick on the hour mark to double the 
Strikers lead and within two minutes it was 3-nil when defender Steve 
Laybutt found the net. 


Nick Meredith, with his right foot, made it four and youngster Des 
Hughes completed the rout in the 68th minute when his shot went in off 
the underside of the bar. 


Graham Arnold grabbed a late, late consolation goal but it was just a 
case of too little, too late. 


The G3 Northern Spirit players will never play this badly again in years 
and as for the Strikers, they will most likely never have such good 
fortune in as long either, three of their goals coming from deflections. 


At least this match was now out of the way and perhaps the best that 
can be said for it is something done better by the coach 


Arnie — Graham Arnold 
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FEBRUARY 


Chaches comment: "it’s very rare in football wiien all eleven 
players for a team have an off day at the Same time, but that’s 
What happenedsin Brisbane We simply were murdered by: the 
Strikers. You cansit and dwell oh S6rmething like this but | tend 
to feélthat the kids who have done a magnificent Job for us and 
played so well together this season, collectively had a bad night 
together also. Things like this will always happen, to. any, club, 
from time-to-time andy] feel I've learnt a lot more about the side 
after this. Now we will see what the character of the team really 
Is how much heart, they:ve got. The.18-Vear olds tend to run 
around and carry on for 90 minutes in most matches now but 
they could barely keep going for’20 on Saturday night, Nothing 
seemed to go our way, but that ootball. Now we have to 
concentrate ongettingsit right in tront ‘of our own fans against 
Carlton-in the next round." 


Strikers: Bolton, Gwynne (Davidson 79), Zoricich, Laybutt, 
Tollenaere (North 81), Wehrman, Harris, Meredith (Knipe 76), 
Srhoj, Hughes, Steffanutoy 

Spirit; Henderson, Rudan, Marusic, Slater, Arnold, Bilokapic, 


Watkins (Zane 11), Cunico, Enes, Moss (Bosnar 81), Langdon 
(Mendez 60). 


Yc: Nil 

Rie; Nil 

Ref: Eddie Lennie 
Att: 5,436 

)Pos: 5th 


ROUND TWENTY 
Sunday, 14th February 1999 
G3 Northern Spirit 3 


Arnold 45 
Slater 58 
Marusic 65 
Carlton 1 
Lapsansky 19 


In front of the lowest home crowd of the season - just 8,328 Igyal 
supporters making the effort - witnessed Spirit turn in a sparkling 
performance and dominating a match they never looked likely to early 
on. 


In fairness to the fans, the game was being shown ‘live’ on television 
(even in Sydney), the weather was unbelievably hot, kick-off was at 
5.00pm on a Sunday afternoon and not the usual Friday night and, last 
but not least, it was Valentines Day. 


Spirit struggled to get going and the signs were ominous when Lubo 
Lapsansky put the visitors ahead in the oppressive heat. In the 20th 
minute, Lapsansky let loose a 30-metre blast that beat everyone from 
the defence to Paul Henderson in goal. 


The G3 Northern Spirit were eventually to awake from their slumber and 
realised their sixth placing on the ladder was looking shaky. Coach 
Graham Arnold brought Clayton Zane off the bench and his emergence 
sent shivers down the spine of the Carlton side as it proved the 
masterstroke that turned this particular match on its ear. 


His introduction into play attracted the attention of two Carlton 
defenders at all times, thereby creating space for others to exploit, 
something Spirit had threatened all season but rarely had they delivered 
at this time, 


Amold himself netted the equaliser in stoppage time of the first-half 
when Zane pulled two defenders out of position allowing the 
player/coach to steal in and score, the smile on his face telling its own 
wonderful story as he continued his run into the net and hanging on to 
the meshing at the rear, cheered the supporters at the McCartney Stand 
end of the ground. To say the wily old fox of Australian football deserved 
his goal would be an understatement. 


Onto the 59th minute and that man Zane again took on the defence, 
twisting and turning them in all directions before laying the ball off to 
Kresimir Marusic. ‘Kresh’ beat three defenders before slipping a pass 
into the path of Robbie Slater. The Spirit captain made no mistake as the 
home side took the lead for the first and decisive time. 


Zane continued to run his markers ragged. Once more he created time 
and space in the box for Marusic to add the icing on the cake with a left 
foot shot from the edge of the area. 
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MILESTONE ‘ 
Before the match, a skydiver hove into view with a large flac 


begging the question: Donna, will you marry me? Love, Paul 
The gentleman appeared at thevside of tI | toe ie, i 
hand, and asked the question again. Much to the i lous 
cries of ‘NO’ from the married ones amongst the crowd, Donna 
agreed and the marriage would take place before the Cosmos 
game on 19th March with Robbie Slater agreeing to give, the 
bride away. f 


In another significant first, the Spirit fanzines'All Want Is Three \ 


Points And A Hangover’ appeared around the ground. In a 
bizarre quirk of fate, the front coveniWas exactly the same as the 
official matchday programmerfor this match although the 
caption beneath didn’t read the same. The Tenaiggifovery well 
received and a second edition was to hit thea eels at the 
Adelaide Sharks game. — f 


Coaches comment: ‘Zane put n'a wonde 
and it was great to see. He startet 


4 
ag ogance today 
jench but when things 
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second half of the season and that's how it’s turning out, Matti 
Langdon deserved to be named as the ‘Man of the Match'as he 
does not always get the recognition he should at times.” 

Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic (Watkins 80), 
Slater, Arnold, Bilokapic, Cunico, Enes (Bosnar 86), Langdon, 
Mendez (Zane 40). » 

Carlton: Anastasiadis, Atkit 
Marth, Lapsansky, Br 
80), Cervinski (Markovat'8 


y/c: 


The Sydney 
Challenge 


FINAL STA 


With the G3 Northern Spirit having already completed their three games in the tournament, it was to 
be a two week wait to see whether Sydney United could overtake them and win the inaugural 
‘Sydney Challenge Trophy’. 

An exciting game saw Sydney Olympic emerge as the 2-1 victors on their home ground and so it 
was that the G3 Northern Spirit were to be crowned as the ‘Champions of Sydney’, a title they 


hoped would only be the start of the collection. 


FULL RESULTS 


15th Jan G3 Northern Spirit 4 (Bilokapic 23, Slater 28, Marusic 40, Watkins 85) 
Marconi Fairfield 0 


24th Jan Sydney Olympic 2 (Cardozo 43,87) 
G3 Northern Spirit 3 (Slater 9,29, Enes 54) 


26th Jan Sydney United 3 (Griffiths 41, Sterjovski 60,84p) 
Marconi Fairfield 2 (Gibson 9,50) 


29th Jan G3 Northern Spirit 1 (Marusic 68) 
Sydney United 2 (Burns 44, Griffiths 83) 


31st Jan Sydney Olympic 5 (Cervinski 12, Cardozo 65,81, Tome 76, Augerinos 82 )> 
Marconi Fairfield 0 


14th Feb Sydney Olympic 2 (Kalantzis 20, Cardozo 39) 
Sydney United 1 (Ardone 57) 
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A missed penalty aside, Spirit were not to be denied on the road in 
Melbourne. 


Asluggish start saw few goal scoring opportunities present themselves to 
either team until the game sparked into life just after the half-an-hour mark. 


Matthew Bingley threaded a pass through to Graham Arnold, His shot beat 
Joe Didulica in the Knights goal but cannoned back into play off the post. 


However, four minutes later and Spirit did take a deserved lead. 


Another Matthew, Langdon this time, set off on a run down the left flank. 
Beating his opposing number, he took the ball to the byeline before 
cutting it back into the area for Daniel Watkins to gratefully poke over 
the line for his third goal of the season. 


With the Knights rocking, Spirit were unable to press home their 
advantage and the scores were locked once more with four minutes of 
the half remaining as the Knights replied with a vengeance. 


Spirit lost the ball in midfield to Knights skipper Ante Kovacevic. His 
pass singled out Ivan Kelic who hit a powerful, low drive beyond the 
reach of Paul Henderson and into the bottom corner of the net. 


Scores level at half-time, Graham Arnold must have said a few choice 
words during the interval as the Spirit came out for the second-half 
intent on recapturing the lead, aided by some uncharacteristic defensive 
lapses by Ivan Jolic. 


His first slip cost the ultimate price when he inadvertently flicked on a 
Robbie Slater free-kick to Graham Arnold at the far post who gleefully 
headed into the unguarded net with only a minute of the second stanza 
having been played. Next, he committed a foul inside the area to give the 
visitors the chance to go further ahead from the penalty spot. 


Spirit captain Robbie Slater took the place kick but his well struck effort 
was saved by Didulica when guessing the right way and also managing 
to hold on to the ball with the rest of the Spirit frontline following up. 


However, the Knights could count themselves lucky the penalty was not 
ordered to be retaken by referee Louis Prospero as several of their 
players were guilty of encroachment in the area before the ball had been 
played. 


A fine performance by the Spirit defence limited the Knights to long- 
range shots. Zeljko Susa was left to rue one drive that narrowly slipped 
past the angle of crossbar and post. 


Slater thought the result was beyond doubt when Luke Casserly found 
him totally unmarked inside the area in the 77th minute, and he made 
no mistake tucking his header away with consummate ease, again at the 
far post as the Knights were guilty of ‘ball-watching’ in the area once 
more. 


Ice Kutlesovski reduced the deficit to one when he avoided the 
attentions of two Spirit defenders to beat Henderson just three-minutes 
later, but they couldn't go on from there to get something out of this 
particular match. 


Joe Biskic, Knights coach, said later: 


On a ground that was too hard to take a stud, this was never going to 
be a classic for the purists, but all agreed it was certainly entertaining 
enough to warrant the entry fee. 
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MILESTONE 
Matthew Bingley makes an impressive start to his Spirit career. 


Coaches comment: ‘We did give the ball away too easily and far 
too often. That must really go down in part to the state of the 
pitch. It was too hard to take even a rubber stud almost, but | 
was pleased with the way we played in patches. | said at the start 
of the season that we would probably need 42 points to get into 
the six, We have eight fixtures remaining, four of which are at 
home, and so we need approximately seven points, or more, 
from those games." 
Knights: Jo,Didulica, Jolic, Susa (Magdic 80), Kovacevic, 
Pondeljak, Kiratzoglou, Kutlesovski, Kelic, Banini, Nastevski, 
Reda. Sub not used: Trupkovic, Deak. 
Spirit: Henderson, Rudan, Casserly, Slater, Arnold, Bilokapic, 
Watkins (Zane 60), Cunico, Enes, Langdon (Moss 79), Bingley. 
Sub not used: Mendez. 
Yi: Knights - Jolic, Susa, Banini 

Spirit - Zane, Enes, Bingley 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: Louis Prospero 
Att: 3,728 

Pos: 4th 


Roberto “Irons” Enes 


ROUND-TWENTY TW. 
Sunday, 28th February 1999 
Wollongong Wolves 3 


Surjan 9,117,571 

G3 Northern Spirit2: 
Slater 22 

Bingley 66 


Two goals inside the first ten minutes saw Spirit playing catch-up 
football after being hit by two sucker punches at Brandon Park. Instead 
of looking at a spot in the top two, Spirit dropped their guard and 
received two uppercuts that made it difficult to come back from. 


Scott Chipperfield was the stand-out player for the Wolves and most of 
the lead-up work came from him as he set about the task of losing his 
shadow, Mark Rudan, with relish and was to be a key factor in a match 
that thrilled, entertained and could have gone either way at the finish. 


Chipperfield’s cross in the 7th minute should have started the ball rolling 
for Wolves but for the mis-timed jump of Fiji international Esala Masi. 
Two minutes later and they did hit the front. 


Anthony Surjan got on the scoresheet when leaping high to head past 
Henderson with 9-minutes gone and then added a second two minutes 
later with Spirit still recovering from the shock of the first. Surjan 
doubled Wolves lead, and his season's tally, with a stunning strike from 
25-metres out that proved unstoppable. 


Eleven minutes gone and Spirit were once again kicking off from the 
centre circle. While the home crowd attempted to make themselves 
heard, the visiting fans recouped and outsung their counterparts in an 
effort to lift the fortunes of their side. 


Although Wolves were looking good on the break, as Spirit pressed 
forward to score, they never really threatened again in the first-half and 
were fortunate to go into the break with a one goal lead after Robbie 
Slater stopped the rot. 


With just 22-minutes gone, those assembled were treated to their third 
goal of the game when Slater pulled Spirit back into the match. Langdon 
returned the ball to Marusic from a well worked short corner routine, 
wrong footing the entire Wolves defence. Marusic’s cross into the area 
left Pogliacomi out of position and Slater rose majestically to head home 
Spirit's first. 


Whatever happened during the half-time interval, Spirit didn't shake off 
the blues until the score hit 1-3 to the Wolves. Surjan completed his hat- 
trick in the 51st minute to put the result beyond doubt...or so they 
thought, but Spirit fought back strongly from then on. 


lan Crook had replaced Clayton Zane on the pitch and slowly Spirit 
clawed back the midfield possession they had been lacking. This 
enabled the side to push further upfield and into better and more 
frequent scoring positions, eventually leading to a thrilling climax. 


Mark Rudan found himself in acres of space and gift wrapped a chance 
for Slater to add his second of the match. Les Pogliacomi spread 
himself well to somehow block the shot but the rebound fell to Mathew 
Bingley following up and his shot found the back of the net to record his 
first goal for the club after 66-minutes had elapsed. 


George Souris was forced into clearing off the line to prevent Spirit from 
snatching a point in the latter stages, but it would have been hard luck 
on the Wolves to have drawn this one. 


Paul Bilokapic quelled the enthusiasm of Masi in the second-half and 
contributed in getting Spirit back into the game. Sadly, it wasn’t enough 
and the Sydneysiders had once again fallen to opposition they were 
expected the defeat comfortably. 


Wolves coach Nick Theodorakopoulos was unreserved in his praise for 
Slater at the final whistle stating: ‘Without sitting in his pocket, Slater 
should still be playing for the national side. 

"His performance tonight was outstanding and his work rate put a lot of 
the younger players in the shade, "he added. 
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For the Wolvesvit was their sixthwin of the season, for the Spirit 
it Was a case of backito square one’and getting the attitude right, 


~~ Wo ‘Wollongong started the match, strongly and 
Ttiook us /5-mmihtes to\getnto itBysthat stage we were already 
02 din. Wa have plaved-aWay from home twice in the last two 
Weeks’ and I'm looking forward to returning to Spirit Park next 
Fiiday night and tagkling Adelaide City. It will bea very bio, game 
for both sides and it’s vital that we get all three points. City are a 
Class side and it will be @ test of just how good we arevand low 
hungty the team is for success." 


~~ Pogliacomi, Souris, Stantq, Horsley, Brooks, Surjan, 
Chipperfield, Huxley (Langan 87), ‘Masi (Karavatakis 70), 
‘Spencer: Reid (Dinoski'78), 


‘)\» Henderson, Rildah, Casserly, Marusic, Slater, Arnold, 
Bilokapic, Zane (rook 55), Enes, Langdon (Cunico 65), Bingley. 
Sub not used: Watkins. ‘ 


ao Wolves - Spengér 
oN 

)  Bigtt Hugo 

Ally 5/679 

iy, 5th 


ROUND TWENTY THREE 
Friday, 5th March, 1999 


G3 Northern Spirit 4 
Zane 28 
Adelaide City 0 


Before proceedings got under way in front of another mammoth crowd 
at Spirit Park, the three G3 Northern Spirit Olyroo representatives for the 
upcoming Youth World Cup in Nigeria were presented to the crowd 
Michael Cunico, Eddie Bosnar and Paul Wearne - and also the long 
awaited presentation of the Sydney Cup was held. Wonderful 
distractions for wonderful achievements from all concerned but there 
were other more pressing matters to be entertaining the minds of the 
players. 


G3 Northern Spirit had suffered a devastating loss at Brandon Park the 
previous week and a win here was essential. Lying in fifth place on the 
table, Adelaide City were sitting right behind them in sixth spot. Not 
quite a top-of-the-table clash perhaps, but one that would carry a lot of 
weight when it became time to settle matters for the Top Six play-offs. 
The psychological advantage of winning this game couldn't be 
underestimated either. 


The influential Kresimir Marusic and ‘the Enforcer’ Paul Bilokapic were 
ruled out of the game when both suffered minor injuries the previous 
night in training, the curse of Spirit Park rearing its head yet again! Spirit 
would have to work hard to get anything out of this match as City were 
used to final’s football and had played in the last 10 seasons Top Six 
series. 


After moving the ball quickly upfield in usual fashion, Paul Henderson 
had to save smartly from City's Damian Mori inside the first minute, 
from only eight metres out. It was a move that was to set the tone for a 
very entertaining match. 


Adelaide City continued to press forward, surprising Spirit somewhat in 
their approach, but gradually the home side reclaimed their composure 
and fought their way back into things and started to dominate the 
midfield. Robbie Enes, Chi Chi Mendez and lan Crook never looked back 
after snuffing out the play-makers in the City side and before long the 
visitors were reduced to playing the long ball game and hoping Mori or 
Carl Veart could use their pace to nick a goal on the break. 


Graham Arnold, the ever reliable Mark Rudan and Matthew Bingley 
withstood any pressures exerted upon them with ridiculously looking 
ease, although more than one supporter in the stands had no fingernails 
left at the final whistle. 


‘A neat one-two and cross secured the only goal of the game in the 29th 
minute when Luke Casserly threw the ball to Mendez from the byeline 
and then whipped in a cross on the return for Clayton Zane to glance 
home an inch perfect header. The irony of the goal is that Zane would 
have started the game on the bench, at best, had Marusic or Bilokapic 
been on the park. 


Not only was the goal decisive in the match, it was scored at the ‘Spirit 
Point’ end of the ground, right in front of the home supporters and was 
Zane’s first goal at home. Small wonder he blessed himself and thanked 
the heavens as the rafters were raised with glee in the Bob Stand - 
where ‘Spirit Point’ is situated. 


Jason Petkovic was kept busy throughout the game in the City net as 
Spirit searched for a second goal and only some excellent keeping kept 
the score at one-nil to the Spirit as he managed to palm away shots 
from both Zane and Mendez. 


Paul Foster made his debut for Spirit in the second-half when replacing 
Robbie Slater in the 72nd minute, who left the field with a damaged arm 
after coming off second best in a sprawling tackle. 


The match was played at a fierce pace, was littered with chances and 
skills aplenty but the work-rate of the Spirit midfield and defence was 
something to behold, especially as this victory had come against a 
seasoned outfit. 
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Sas 
Paul Foster makes his G3 Northern Spirit debut. 


With the bye coming next week, we 
probably need to win four of our last six matches. That would. 
give us 45 points, although 47 may be needed to get in the 
Finals. Clayton (Zane) wouldn't have played tonight if it hadn't 
been for injuries because |.was going to Use Slater and Marusic 
Up front and use their Mobility against Tobin and Ivanovic. 
Those plans had to Change when thé others dropped out. In all 
honesty, Zane had’a shocker last week against Wollongong, but 
he bounced back well tonight, as did the whole team. | told them 
all they had a job to do and | was disappointed In the effort 
shown against the Wolves, We allowed ourselves to be pulled 
out of shape.and our application was even’Worse. This wasa 
Significant Win tor us tonight.” 


Spin Henderson, Crook, Rudan, Casserly, Slater (Foster 72), 
Arnold, Zane, Enes, Langdon, Mendez, BingleynSub, not used: 
Cunico, Moss 


© Petkovie, Tobin, Ivanovic, Talladira, Mori, Veart, 


Mennillo, Hassell, Kim, Armour, Yates. Sub not used: 
Cartwright, Dodd, Brain. 


hus Nil 

ne Nil 

Ret. Eddie Lennie 
At 15,104 
Pas; 4th 


Pd 
Getting, amongst it 


Representatives —Cunico, Bosnar and Wearne 


ROUND TWENTY FOUR BYE 


SPONSORS DAY FOOTIE CHALLENGE 
Sunday, 14th March 1999 


With the advent of the G3 Northern Spirit being without a match, it 
was time for a few laughs and some of what can loosely be described 
as ‘determined’ football displays in a sponsors tournament that would 
field one player from the senior side in each of the corporate teams. It 
gave the sponsors the opportunity to spend time with the players, and 
for the players to enjoy themselves by letting off steam in a fun 
atmosphere as opposed to the steaming cauldron of NSL football, 


© 63 Kresimir Marusic (Dark Blue/White) 
© Westfield Robbie Slater (Red/White) 

° HPM Gabriel Mendez (Black/Yellow) 

° CSR Clayton Zane (White/Red) 

© Tilecraft Paul Bilokapic (Light Blue/White) 
© Snap lan Crook (Yellow/Red) 

© Goodyear Graham Arnold (Blue/Yellow) 

© Candle Paul Henderson (Red/Blue) 


Rules Of Play 

¢ — Eight major sponsor teams to take part 

© — Teams drawn out of hat for opening fixture 

* — Games to consist of 10-minute halves with one minute interval 

© — NO injury time to be played, with exception of Championship or 
Plate Final 

® — Any player receiving two yellow or one red card will be out of the 
tournament and his/her team will continue the competition with 
one less (or two etc.) on the field 

© — Unlimited substitution rule will apply but changes must be made 
through the referee 

© — In the event of a draw at any stage during the tournament, a 
sudden death penalty shoot-out will take place 

© The referees decision is FINAL and no appeals will be entertained 
by the tournament organisers 

© Allteams should meet at the registration table 5-minutes prior to 
their respective match 

Two championships were to be held, depending on the first result of 

any given team: 

© — Sponsors Championship - 1st Round Winners 

® — Sponsors Plate Final - 1st Round Losers 


The draw had been made several days prior to the first match and all 
sponsors were notified, but sadly for the clubs major sponsor - G3 
Communications - an epidemic laid most of their potential team low 
and they were forced to draft in the G3 Northern Spirit's Operations 
Manager - Melissa Down - and the Membership/Supporter Liaison 
Manager - Micky Brock (both of whom turned in some pretty ordinary 
performances), 
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Sunday, 
14th March 


First Match Results 

© 11,00am - 3 0 Westfield 4 
© 11.30am- HPM 6 sR 2 
© 12.00pm - Tilecraft 1 Snap 2 
© — 12.30pm - Goodyear 2 Candle 1 


Westfield, HPM, Snap and Goodyear progressed into the 
Championship,Finals and the others went on to challenge for 
the Plate and after a. spot of lunch,a few tinnies and a lung- 
buster or two, everyone was ready to attempt (sort of) the 
remaining fixtures. 


Sponsors P| ate, ? 

© SHoopm= age 4 CSR 6 (s/f 1) 
© 2oopm-Tilecrat 1 Candle 5 (s/f 2) 
* 3.00pm - CSR EI Candle 1 FINAL 
CSR crowned as the inaugural Sponsors Plate Champions 
‘Sponsors Championship 

+ 4.30pm - Westfield 2 HPM 4 (s/f 1) 
* 2.30pm - Snap 1 Goodyear 0 (s/f 2) 

© 3.30pm - HPMs 1(3) Snap 1 (2) FINAL 


__HPM were finally croWnethas the ‘Sponsors Champions’ only 


ry 


after a nail-biting 3-2 sudden death penalty shoot-out 
competition. 


he entire day was'Sensational and the Whole idea was for the 
“competitions to be played in an atmosphete of fun and friendly. 
rivalry. To this extent, we must thank ALL the participants for 
playing their part in proceedings and within the spirit of the 
game. 
Thanks must also go the Manly-Warringah Referees 
Association for supplying the officials and to the gentlemen 
who freely gave of their leisure time to be a part of the day and 
for.entering into the spirit. The gentlemen to thank this time (in 


fo’ particular order) are: Steve Arbon, Chris Baker, John Barnes, 


John Cuttle, Don Gale, Graeme Kellow, Niels Mathisen and 
Hans van Elden. 


Well done to Gary Pearse - G3 Northern Spirit's Corporate 
Partnerships Manager - for his organisation of the event and for 
getting the teams to turn up, and to the ballboy’s and girls for 
their tireless efforts on a swelteringly hot day. 


ROUND TWENTY FIVE 
Friday, 19th March 1999 
G3 Northern Spirit 4 


Zane 22 

Canberra Cosmos 2 
Magnatea 29 

de Jesus 72 


The G3 Northern Spirit were once again expected the brush aside the 
attentions of the of the Ericsson Cup cellar dwellers but, with nothing to 
lose, Canberra Cosmos came to Spirit Park and tried something most 
alien to their style of play - two strikers up front in Peter Buljan and 
Anthony Magnacca, however, coming off the bye was to prove tricky for 
the Spirit. 

It was a bold move that was to pay huge dividends and as they had 
nothing to lose and were virtually guaranteed the wooden spoon for the 
third year running, latest Cosmos coach Tom Sermanni, their third of 
this current campaign so far, decided to ‘give it a go’ from here on in. 


Cosmos attacked from the start and looked very sharp for a team that 
had struggled all season and suffered many hardships, both on and off 
the field. 


However, Spirit were to take the lead in the 22nd minute, against the run 
of play almost as they uncharacteristically began the match slowly and 
had trouble getting into their stride, 


All looked to be getting back to normal when Clayton Zane continued his 
recent run of good fortune and powered Spirit ahead with a left foot shot 
that gave Vilson Knezevic no chance in the Cosmos goal. 


In front of one of the smaller crowds of Spirit's season, that goal 
heralded the floodgates opening for the home side, or so they thought, 


Spirit settled down to play football but just seven minutes after taking 
the lead, Canberra hit back to level the scores through Magnacca. 
Beating the offside trap from a square Spirit defence, Magnacca ran 
through to flick the ball over Henderson and then finish off the move at 
close range. 


The momentum of the game shifted as the visitors from the nations 
capital showed more heart when going in for the 50/50 balls. The Spirit 
players didn’t look comfortable as Canberra took the game to them 
more often and began pushing people forward at every opportunity. In 
fact, the Cosmos were a totally different side to the one which had 
played all season and, had they been more adventurous in the earlier 
rounds, could well have been pressing for a final's spot instead of 
propping up the table. 


lt came as no great surprise when they stole a winner in the 72nd 
minute. 


lvo de Jesus, a player really in form since starting in the Cosmos line- 
up, stole into the area and put the side from the ACT in front for the first 
time, a lead they were not to relinquish. 


The attitude of the Spirit players came under close scrutiny. Many 
appeared to be just going through the motions of turning up, playing 
and believing the points were in the bag. Though this was a false 
impression, Spirit received an early wake-up call that couldn't be 
ignored. 


The woodwork, as ever, twice saved the Cosmos from conceding an 
equaliser, or worse, and in the dying moments of the game, Paul Foster 
had a looping header cleared off the line, but the team just couldn't 
muster their usual gusto. 


MILESTONE 


Robbie Slater gives the bride away aera and Donna 
man ang wife in a ceremony celebrated on the pitehbef 


"We've made 
that we had to score first. 
but it was all Sue there, They think that against the 
smaller teams they don't have to try too hard. They are wrong 
and will be in for extra training on both Saturday and Sunday \ 
X 


after this, If we had defeated Canberra we would have claimed 
fourth spot on the table and been points clear of thé» 
seventh pla ide. Now we have to’face the weekly prospect 
of not making the final’s series. laps it will help us to lift for 
the ast few games as they become in more, 
important. We do seem to have the players fo their 
game for the big matches, and they don't much bigger». 
than South Melbourne at Spirit Park next weekend. y 


wi 


Lan 
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Split: Henderson, Crook, 
Slater, Arnold 


Popovic, Z (Burt 72), Marcina, Buljan 
[ cca, Rol AN ec (Wingell 


Y/C: Cosmos - Magnacc 


R/C: Nil 
Ret: Eddie Lennie 
Alt: 10,482 


6th 


ROUND TWENTY SIX 
Friday, 26th March 1999 


G3 Northern Spirit 1 
Marusic 10 
South Melbourne 0 


Following on from the appalling loss to Canberra Cosmos, Spirit had to 
face the 97/98 Grand Final winners and current Ericsson Cup champion, 
South Melbourne. 


Paul Henderson made two magnificent saves in the latter stages of the 
match to deny Souths anything from their trip to Sydney, but in reality, 
the visitors would have had to count themselves very lucky to have left 
Spirit Park with a point. 


Indeed, Souths didn’t have a single shot at goal in a first-half that was 
dominated from whistle to whistle by the locals except for a Fausto De 
Amicis strike that was powerful but high, wide and heading off into 
orbit. 


Kresimir Marusic scored the only goal of a tense, drama filled encounter 
after 10-minutes. 


Paul Bilokapic launched a long range missile towards the target that was 
easily covered by ‘keeper Michael Petkovic, Amazingly, Petkovic made a 
simple error and allowed the ball to slip from his grasp and Spirit's 
magical midfield maestro was there to pounce and push the ball home. 


Both lan Crook and Matthew Langdon had chances to increase the lead 
and got forward on many occasions, such was the dominance of the 
side over their Victorian counterparts, 


The second period saw much the same as the first and yet again Spirit 
could have settled the argument but for more dreadful luck in front of 
goal for Clayton Zane. 


His delicate chip over the well beaten Petkovic was delightful to witness 
but, alas, grazed the crossbar and dropped the wrong side for a follow 
up. 

George Goutzioulis and Vaughan Coveny both forced Henderson into 
acrobatic saves late in the match but none could find their way past him 
and when they did, referee Mark Shield upheld his assistant’s view and 
ruled the strike offside. 


When the final whistle arrived it was greeted more by a roar of relief by 
the fans who had again seen a match go down to the wire that should 
surely have been sewn up inside the first 45-minutes of play. 


South Melbourne had come to Spirit Park and attempted to play 
football, something very few clubs had tried during the season. 


Souths coach Angie Postecoglou commenting: ‘We got what we 
expected in the first 15-minutes and sadly conceded a goal in that 
period. I’ve learnt that how you play in the run up to the finals is just as 
important as the result and if we keep playing like we did tonight, we 
won't have too many problems." 


Remo Nogarotto presents “Arnie” with his award for 
200 NSL appearances 
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Graham Arnold makes his 200th’NSleappearance after playing 
overseas for more than sixyears. 


Coaches comment: “South Melbourne are the best team we. 
have played all season and they don't just put people behind the 
ball, they actually try to play football, which is very rare for a 
team away from home/*anth especially ‘here at Spirit Park. 
Matthew Langdon has been feeling a bit down lately because he 
missed out on going to Nigeriawith the Young Socceroos 
squad. I've told him the only way to,prove the coach (Les 
Scheinflug) wrongs’ keep playing the way he has been, and 
he certainlyjhad a Qreatigame tonight. |'m very pleased with the 
way in whieh we approached this match, especially after the 
poor showing we gave our fans.last week. We didn’t do them or 
ourselves any justice." 


Spirit: Henderson, Crook, Rudan, Casserly»Marusie (Watkins 
89), Slate Arnold, Bilokapic, Zane, (Enes 60), Langdon (Moss 
85), Bingley. 
Southis: Petkovic, losifidis, De Amicis, Orlic, Panopoulos, 
Trimboli, Curcija (Clarkson 69), Coveny, Goutzioulis (Mustafa 
88); Polak (Tsekinis 69), Liparoti. 
We: Spirit - Crook 

Souths - De Amicis 


A/C: Nil 

Ref: Mark Shield 
Att; 16,543 
Pos: 4th 
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IAN CROOK - EAST END TO EAST COAST 


‘Chippy’ followed Graham Arnold to Spirit after they struck up @ 
friendship playing together in Japan and, but for injury, the ‘Crookster’ 
showed that he has more than enough talent to,play a prominent part in 
the future of the club-for many years to come = if he isn't snapped up by, 
a club overseas 


He said: '/ woulda thane @ipe (Ome imememmesn eXor Arnie but I'm 
obviously delighted Gievow. Te vapmmmenge aad an exciting 
prospect and atter spéaking with Reve Wamemto agg Manny Zamrnit, 
they re-iterated what ‘Arnie\tiad tol ia obi! eintokedmny decision 
to come. It's agreat way OF lite tor ria nd kids amiemias turned 
out for the best 


After seriously considering retirement/when receiving a knee injury in 
Round 2 at Perth Oval, Crook didn’tisit around waiting for the mishap to 
heal, he got involved with the Colts team and helped to turn their season 
around. 


The Colts had it particularly tough as they were playing sides with an 
extra two yeats experience in a ‘men against boys’ contest at times. 
Having said that, they nevemlét their heads drop and battled gamely on 
to the end and will return better players for the effort. 

1 did consider retire/qmdt.-| was 2 bibdowniliecause of the injury and if 
it had bden anyinore Severe.) dont think MEtid have come back from 
it, not ab iisstage/artiy career Getting Invilved with the Colts was 
someting | thoroughly enjayed doing. Tig ame responsive and it was 
really. tough Ter them, With the two vaiiei@erence in ages, it was 
alwayoing to be hard tor them and | eam the experience. They 
gavel # real gO andgalned.some of tele coniajence back at the end of 


“Chippy” Baffles another one 
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1 Degtimiegydney United and Marconi. Its not a nice feeling 
being beaten evéry weeRNgometimes by big scores, but they developed 
as individuals ahd collectitely by seasons end,” stated Crook. 


As for the future of G3 Northern Spirit, the boy from the east end of 
London had this to says)! Gan see Spirit getting bigger and stronger in 
every sense, DiaMmiand Off the pitch. The support has been brifiant 
und wordscanme! expainiist how good they've been this term and just 
Poveda Did thebie Mayed. I'm sure they'll stay around and grow 
Une ee 


As for the fans, they hope ‘Chippy’ is around for a while too. 


ROUND TWENTY SEVEN 
Saturday, 4th April 1999 


Gippsland Falcons 1 
Hastie 61 
G3 Northern Spirit 1 
Arnold 43 


As ever, the pundits who preached a landslide victory for Spirit in 
Gippsland didn’t study their form guides very closely. The Falcons had 
picked up the majority of their points at home, taking some big scalps 
along the way. 


Two things stood out in this match. 

1. Spirit failed to convert their chances into goals, and therefore 
extra points, for the umpteenth time this season and, 

2. the vocal support of the travelling Spirit Army was outstanding. 


Three points would have been very useful in the chase for the elusive 
Top Six placing’s but on a balmy night in Morwell, Falcons coach Stuart 
Munro had other ideas and, as had been seen throughout the campaign, 
his side lifted above themselves when playing the newly founded 
Sydney club on their own patch and were determined to make life very 
difficult. 


Ina ragged match, where neither side really hit their straps, many would 
argue that Spirit were unfortunate not to bring all the points back across 
the border and one would have assumed that the constant pressure they 
applied on the Falcons, especially in the opening 45-minutes, would 
have brought about the prize. 


Gippsland, to their credit, proved a tough side to wear down and 
perhaps were unlucky on a couple of occasions not to have found the 
net themselves. 


Robbie Slater and Graham Arnold, belying their years, led from the front 
and created many magical moments in the early stages. One such 
moment came in the 40th minute when Slater single-handedly strode 
through the home defence after running half the length of the pitch 
before passing to Luke Casserly out wide on the right. Casserly’s drive 
was struck with power and met with equal artistry by Bodo Jevdjevic in 
the Falcons goal. 


Just two minutes later and Spirit opened the scoring. 


Catching the Falcons defence asleep, Slater again set off on a mazy run 
upfield and his cross this time found Graham Arnold alone at the back 
post to nod the ball over the line after running the entire length of the 
field to link up with his captain. 


It was a goal that had been on the cards and should not have shocked 
the home fans, who seemed more bemused by the Spirit fans and their 
songs and general party style behaviour. 


The second-half didn’t promise great things and was memorable only 
for the equaliser from Will Hastie midway through the term when he did 
his impression of Robbie Slater and set off on a jinky run of his own. 


It was a twisting, turning surge upfield and shot that not only beat 
Henderson in goal, but had the entire crowd clapping at its mastery ina 
sublime display of individual skill. 


Sandy Robertson, newly arrived from Scotland and a good friend of the 
Falcons coach, should have sealed the win for Gippsland with two 
minutes of the match remaining. However, as 
Henderson is prone to make the seemingly 
impossible look ridiculously simple, he tipped 
the ball over the bar. 


The resulting corner was cleared and shortly 
after referee Jeremy Blaney brought down the 
curtain on proceedings with the scores forever 
locked at one-all. 
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Twelve intrepid supporters hired a mini-bus, which promptly 
broke down, and drove to Morwell for the match, a round-trip 
that took them four days to complete. In the time they spent at 
the game, and in the Falcons social,club afterwards, they forged 
many football friendships and it has been said that both sets of 
supporters agree that they were-the*friendliest fans around It 
fever ceases to amaze just how much can be accomplished in 
$0 short a Space of time when the hand of friendship is offered. 


The ‘Boing, Ding, ”Llama’ travellers rate a mention in a 
publication such as this, and in’no patticular order they are: 
Julian Floyd, Rebecca Carey, Anthony Bross, Adrian Smith, 
Damen’ Gilliardy Antony Fitzgerald, Natalie Tosh, James 
Connolly, “Darren” Bozinoski, Fargo Fitzgerald, Anne-Marie 
Fitzgerald and John McCormack, bringing up the rear, 


Several others made their way down too: Christian Guzman, 
Nick McQueen, Matt Koomen, Lydia Catalano and Alex Favara. 


Goaches comment: “/ wasereasonably happy to come away with 
@ point here. It’s very difficult\to come away from Gippsland 
with anything. They defend very Wall and it's not easy to get a 
victory. Nevertheless, after going intothe break one-nil up and 
after playing sO WelliPis still a bit disappointing to share the 
points. It still amazeseme that our fans are prepared to travel 
evérywheresta watch us, We have the best supporters in the 
league and ! would like to personally thank all those who 
travelled down here for the’game. They are magnificent." 


Falcons: Jevdjevic, Gotis, Hopkins, Osman},MacNicol (Savage 
89), Bell, Perinovic, Vargas, Hastie, Bell, Robertson, Sub not 
used: McDonald, Puca. 


Spitit: Henderson, Crook, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic, Slater, 
‘Arnold, Bilokapic, Zane, Enesy(Moss 46), Langdon. Sub not 
lised: Mendez, Foster. 


vic: Spirit - Crook 
R/C: Nil 

Ref; Jeremy Blaney 
Att: 1,500 

Pos: 5th 


Strengthening supporter relations - after the game 


Nanitavina tha © * ‘ 
back row: Smudger, Brossie, Christian, Jooleeann 
middle row: i Nat, James, Fargo, Beo, Anne-Marie, Danron) Darren, 


Fait 


Johnnie-Mae, Inta Lopes 
front: Dad Willie, Mum Willie, Bubba Willie, Arthur Willie 


ROUND TWENTY EIGHT 
Friday, 9th April 1999 
G3 Northern Spirit 2 


Crook 1 

Casserly 34 
Adelaide Sharks 1 
Artone 27 


Through the trials and tribulations of an up and down season, G3 
Northern Spirit would be left needing just one point from their last two 
games after this match to be assured of a Top Six finish, and final’s 
football, in their first season which was, after all, the main aim before a 
ball had been kicked. 


It also marked the last home game of the regular season at Spirit Park 
and no matter what the outcome, over 15,000 supporters turned up to 
urge the Spirit on and to party hard. 


It was the first match at which ‘Spirit Point’ were allowed to sing the 
National Anthem. From the Directors and players to the supporters in 
other parts of the ground, all agreed it was a magnificent rendition and 
was very well received. 


Graham Arnold stated after the gam at was brilliant. It gave me 
goosebumps and pumped up the players. lan Crook told me that even 
though he is a Pom, it had got to him as well, We've got the greatest 
supporters in the country, there can be no question." 


Hardly did anyone have time to look around when lan Crook fired Spirit 
into the lead inside the first minute. Mattie Langdon made a customary 
run down the left wing and slipped the ball to Robbie Slater. His low 
cross into the box was dummied by Clayton Zane to create the 
opportunity for Crook and the former England international made no 
mistake as he buried the ball with just 50-seconds showing on the clock. 


It helped to settle the nerves of the players and fans alike, but for all the 
attacking play produced by Spirit, the demons of the past were lurking 
and chances were not producing goals. 


Matthew Bingley was adjudged to have fouled Sharks’ Alex 
Demourtzidis in the 28th minute in what turned out to be a costly error 
for the home side. 


Corey Artone, the Adelaide Sharks playmaker, curled his shot from 20- 
metres out beyond the reach of Paul Henderson and somehow the 
visitors had levelled the match, and probably should have gone ahead a 
couple of minutes later. 


Again it was Artone but this time his 10-metre shot hit the base of the 
post and was cleared by a defence that appeared to be suffering a rare 
attack of nerves that previously had been non-existent. 


Order was restored in the 35th minute when former Marconi player Luke 
Casserly struck only his third ever NSL goal, tinged with an amount of 
luck as it was. 


From his position out wide on the right wing, he cut inside and dribbled 
his way past two Sharks players who had stood off and afforded him too 
much room. He cut inside again and although his shot was hit with 
venom, it looked to be easily covered by the ‘keeper, Nathan Wildy, until 
taking a deflection off Paul Pezos to leave the hapless custodian totally 
wrong footed. 


Spirit failed to go further ahead in the opening stanza although they 
continued to press forward for the goal that would kill off the 
opposition, who had the previous week beaten their neighbours 
Adelaide City to allow Spirit to breathe easier in fourth spot. 


Marusic and Slater worked a move to give Crook another crack at 
adding his second of the match in the dying seconds of the half but his 
shot skimmed off the horizontal. 


Henderson proved too good for the Sharks in the second-half and was 
instrumental in foiling Alex Castro in what was the best chance of the 
game for the visitors. The big Spirit ‘keeper tipping over the bar as the 
South Australian striker powered his way inside the box and let fly from 
10 metres out after being supplied by Alex Duric. 
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The final whistle blew and Spirit had taken a giantleap towards 
the Final's with a 2-1 win overta re-juvenatéd Adelaide Sharks 
side. 


"In between goals we played some: absolutely first class 
football, "Sharks coach Adrian Santrac said after the match. "We 
also had some good patches in th@ssecond-half too." 


APRIL 


MILESTONE 


\ssue Two of the supporters fanzine “TPAAH:hit’s.the streets, 
minus the typo's this time, andesélls out within 40-minutes. A\ 
second re-print is required) which goes the same way. The: 
cover of No.2 is adorned with a wonderful.picture of ‘Willie), 
Excellent articles and the playersslove,it! 


Coaches comment; "You would have to say that the pressure 
got to somevof the players tonight. However, at the end of the 
day, winning the three points was the most important thing and 
we have done that, We now have 45 points in the bag and so 
should be safe for the Final's.’ Obviousiye we ‘will have to. 
improve. We've been working on oup{midfield but it’s still not 
right. | was a lot happier with the effort shown tonight though. 
/ would also like to thank our fans for their magnificent support 
this season and to say to them that we will bedoifig everything 
possible to extend their season and to fill it with.a lot mare to 
cheer for. They are sensational, Thankyou On-behalf of all the 
players." 


Spirit: Henderson, Crook,“Rudan, Casserly (Watkins, 87), 
Marusie, Slater, Arnold, Bilokapic, Zane, Langdon (Moss 72), 
Bingley. Sub not used: Mendez. 


Sharks Wildy, Castro, Alagich, Kuzmanovic, Artone, Milosevic, 
Duric, Pezos (Kokkinoplitis 80), Porter, Westervelt, 
Demourtzidis (Mihalopoulos 61). Sub not used: landiorio. 


Y/C: Spirit - Crook, Marusic. 


Sharks - Nil 
R/C: Nil 
Ref: Mark Shield 
Att: 15,246 
Pos: 4th 


INJURY UPDATE 


Robbie Enes would miss the rest of the season after going 
under the knife for a cartilage operation on Friday, 23rd April. 
Obviously, it meant he would miss the Breakers match and 
again makes one wonder about the training ground curse. 

If ever more evidence was needed to convict...... 


Four Nation (eams 


Scottish Team 


England Team 


Cornish Team 
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ROUND TWENTY NINE 
Friday, 16th April 1999 
Newcastle Breakers: 
Haythornthwaite 67 

G3 Northern Spirit 4 


Bilokapic 59p 


The Breakers fans booed the G3 Spirit from the park in a display of bad 
sportsmanship, similar to that of the media in the following days press. 
To say that the visitors were ‘lucky’ to come away with a draw may be a 
fair point, but to say they were negative makes a total mockery of the 
sport. The fact is that the Spirit can count themselves fortunate to come 
away with the solitary point necessary to ensure Final's football, Of that 
there can be no argument, Where the reporters let themselves down is 
when they cannot see the pattern of play emerging before their eyes, 
and therefore do not report it. 


Newcastle Breakers hit on the break where possible but whenever 
possession was lost, it was every man back into their own half to 
defend. They showed, for the main, little initiative and even less will to 
take the game to the visitors in what could be considered as a major 
game in the clubs history. 


With 36 points to their credit, they needed 38 to amass their highest 
NSL tally since entering the league. With three points up for a win, they 
could have surpassed that total with ease. However, this was a game 
they were determined not to lose and with one more match to come, a 
point was a bonus which they may be able to capitalise on in that last 
game, even though they probably should have taken all three in this one. 


The state of the playing surface was not conducive to fast, free flowing 
football. Heavy overnight rain had turned the pitch into a boggy 
nightmare. It was immensely difficult to see the sidelines from atop the 
hill and one can only imagine how hard it was for the players to 
distinguish where the white line was on the brown sludge where they 
once appeared. 


Newcastle started brightly enough and could have taken the lead after 
10-minutes when Brad Wieczorek drifted through the Spirit defence and 
shaped to shoot before player/coach Graham Arnold managed to 
complete a last ditch tackle. 


Striker John Buonavoglia was next to hold his head in anguish as he 
finally weaved his way through traffic and got inside his marker - Phil 
Moss - to let fly a shot that sailed past Henderson in goal. The ball 
struck the ‘keepers left hand upright, ran across the goal line and went 
out for a goal kick after sliding past the right hand post! Had the home 
side shown more adventure in attack, possibly a second striker may 
have been lurking to slot the ball home. 


The G3 Spirit were unlikely to go on the offensive right from the word go 
as they needed just one point to secure a Top Six berth in their first season, 
and once more the woodwork came to their rescue in the 53rd minute. 


Tom Haythornthwaite's acrobatic overhead kick had Henderson beaten 
by its sheer audacity and as he turned to, one assumes, pick the ball out 
of the net, it again struck his left hand post and popped up into his arms. 
Certainly not the turning point of the game but something that those 
who witnessed it will never forget. 


Lee Sterrey, the Breakers coach, then made a substitution he probably 
thought he never should have. Glenn Sprod came on for Andrew 
Roberts in the 59th minute and his first touch was awful when 
defending a corner. Unluckily, perhaps, the ball struck his hand and 
referee Matthew Breeze had no hesitation in pointing to the spot. 


Paul Bilokapic tucked the penalty past a diving Bobby Catlin and the G3 
Spirit were one-nil to the good. After the previous 28 rounds of mishap 
and mayhem for the visiting side, things were starting to go in their 
favour for a change, and didn't the travelling Spirit Army enjoy it. 


All was not lost for the Breakers though and eight minutes later they too 
enjoyed some good fortune. Robert Shannon sent a cross in from the 
right to find the unmarked Tom Haythornthwaite. His header had enough 
on it to send it past Henderson and skid up and off the chest of Graham 
Arnold and into the net for the equaliser. 
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After that, the Breakers went on the defensive and rarely left 
their half of the field. To compound matters, having made their 
last substitution just moments before, Chris Tanchevski fell 
awkwardly in the middle of the park after a challenging tackle 
with Paul Bilokapic. 


He was stretchered off with a suspected broken arm with 13- 
minutes left to play and Newcastle, down to ten men for the 
remainder of the match, retreated further and only crossed the 
halfway line on one occasionafter this time. 


lf the Breakers fans were booing at the end of the game, 
perhaps it was the way in which the G3 Spirit played the ball 
around in the last 15-minutes of the game, or perhaps it was for 
the way their own team had played. If the home side are not 
willing to come out of their half and challenge for therball, what 
more can be said on the matter after all? 


Whatever the answer, G3 Spirit had accomplished that which 
they had set out to do - reached the Final’s series in their first 
season, and Newcastle had recorded their biggest crowd of the 
season against the ‘new boys’ of the NSL. 


The party for the travelling fans began and continued into the 
wee small hours. 


APRIL 


MILESTONE 


The G3 Northern Spirit secure a Top Six finish and will make the 
semi-final series in their first season. A wonderful achievement. 


Coaches comment: ‘Firstly, / would like,to apologise for the way 
we played tonight but we came here to do a.job. For once this 
season we didn't throw men forward from the start and we've 
come away with the one point we needed to secure our final’s 
berth. The Breakers are a quality side at defending and they hit 
on the break well. Lee Sterrey has done a fantastic job since 
coming here at the start of the season, | replaced Slater on the 
park because he ‘corked’ his thigh and was running around on 
six yellow cards. One more caution and we would have lost him 
for at least one of the final’s matches. We have the big game 
players and we're all looking forward to the semi-final series. 
We can go to Bossley Park next weekend in a relaxed frame of 
mind knowing we are not under any pressure, although we are 
a professional club and won't be going there as an easy touch. 
They will be out for a bit of revenge after the 0-4 drubbing we 
handed them at Spirit Park. It has to be a good thing for 
Australian football that we have made the semis in our first 
season, and Perth Glory will also be there for the first time. 
Once again, our travelling fans have been fantastic.” 


z 

Breakers: Catlin, Pryce, Roberts (Sprod 59), Sanderson, 
McManus, Wilson, Buonavoglia, Umiil (ane 76), Wieczorek 
(Tanchevski 66), ‘Shannon, Haythornthwaite. 

Spirit: ‘Henderson; Rudan, Arnold, Moss, ean, Bilokapic, 
Matusic Gunes 81), Slater (Watkins 39) (Mendez 87), Zane, 
Langdon, 

y/e: 


R/C: 

Ref: 

Att: 5,015 
Pos: 4th 
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ROUND THIRTY 
Sunday, 25th April 1999 


Marconi Fairfield 1 
Awaritefe 30 
G3 Northern Spirit 0 


The mathematics now were simple, don’t lose and Spirit finish fourth 
and play their semi-final first-leg match away to whoever, or possibly 
finish fifth or sixth on the ladder and almost certainly play at Spirit Park 
the following Friday night. 


With worries over the yellow card situation and the possibility of losing 
key players in the final’s matches, plus giving one or two players a 
breather, Coach Graham Arnold left Slater, Rudan, Crook and Zane out 
of the side and Mattie Langdon warmed a place on the bench. 


In came Antonio Faria for Langdon, Paul Foster for Zane and Daniel 
Watkins made the starting eleven for the rested Slater. Phil Moss 
deputised at the back for Mark Rudan and Michael Cunico was back 
from World Youth Cup duties with the young Socceroos and took his 
place on the pitch. 


Marconi were in a mid table position with eight rounds to play and had 
done remarkably well to string together the results that assured them of 
a Top Six berth, and after the 0-4 drubbing they received at Spirit Park, 
were set to redress the balance and pinch the fourth spot for 
themselves, giving them the away tie first if they desired, 


Although both had qualified for the play-offs and had nothing to 
realistically play for, the crowd of over 10,000 - Marconi’s biggest of the 
season by far, witnessed a full bloodied 90 minutes of football with 
surprisingly few cautions as adjudged by the crowd. 


One such incident came after 35-minutes when the Stallions Darren 
McDonald scythed down Michael Cunico with a wicked challenge that 
left the Spirit player nursing a badly bruised shin. 


Spirit dominated possession and territory for most of the first-half, 
allowing Marconi only rare forays forward on the counter. As was the 
case all season, the north shore side just couldn't turn opportunity into 
goals as wayward direction and stout defending kept them goal-less. 


With 13-minutes of the half remaining, the home side were to score the 
only goal of the game 


Socceroo Kris Trajanovski floated the ball into the Spirit penalty box 
from the left-hand side of the area where Francis Awaritefe, taunted by 
the Spirit fans for most of the match, rose majestically to glance a 
header wide of Paul Henderson and find the back of the net off the far 
post. 


It was a goal against the run of play in all honesty, but it left Spirit in a 
familiar position once more - chasing the game. 


Antonio Faria made some sweeping runs down the left flank and showed 
skills well beyond his tender years, but he wasn't the only Spirit player 
guilty of wasting the final ball in. 


The second-half continued in much the same vein, Spirit pressing for 
the equaliser and the Stallions hitting on the break, although later in the 
half they did exert some pressure which was dealt with by a defence that 
refused to be breached a second time on the night. 


Chad Gibson picked up a yellow card for a nasty tackle on Spirit's Phil 
Moss with 20-minutes remaining, ensuring he would take no part in the 
Stallions first-leg semi-final match. 


Paul Foster had the chance to square the match but his header was 
taken at full stretch by Ante Covic in the Marconi goal, and before being 
substituted for Gabriel Mendez, had a half-chance with a shot that 
whistled wide. 


Graham Arnold probably had the best opportunity when the ball came 
to him in space inside the box but bobbled up just as it reached him. 
Needing to take the extra touch to bring it under control allowed the 
defence to recover and in the blink of an eye the space closed up and 
another chance went begging. 
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Paul Bilokapic picked up a caution late in the game but with 
Marconi pulling men behind the ball in the latter stages, Spirit 
could find no way through despite their overwhelming 
possession. 


As other results would dictate, Sydney Olympic lost to Adelaide 
City at Hindmarsh Stadium and would, therefore, take no further 
part this season, The reality meant that Adelaide had finished in 
sixth place and Spirit dropped to fifth with Marconi leap-frogging 
over them. 


Perth Glory would be held to a 3-3 draw in Wollongong and so 
finish third, South Melbourne had completed their season and 
would finish second to Minor Premiers Sydney United if they 
could beat Adelaide Sharks at Edensor Park, This they did with 
some ease as they ran out 3-1 winners. 


Spirit would play Marconi over the two-legged semi-final match, 
the first of which would take place at Spirit Park the following 
Friday night. 


Coaches comments: ‘We treated this game as if it were a semi- 
final match and although | made six changes to the team, to come 
away losing by the odd goal away from home isn’t a bad result 
and I'm happyewith the way we played. We had about 65% of the 
game but didn't turn it into goals. Of course, we'll try to get a 
better result next week. Considering the animosity that exists 
between the boardrooms, it’s probably destiny that we will end up 
meeting each other again after the other re-sults tonight." 


Stallions: Covic, Gibson, M.Babic, Kim, McDonald (Zoric 68), 
Care, Farrah, Awaritefe, Renaud, Trajanovski (Z.Babic 37), 
Hooker. Sub not used: Phillips 
Spirit: Henderson, Casserly, Marusic, Arnold, Moss, Foster 
(Bosnar 62), Watkins, Bilokapic, Cunico (Mendez 82), Faria, 
Bingley. Sub not used: Langdon 
y/c: Stallions - Gibson 

Spirit - Bilokapic 


R/C: Nil 

Ref: Gerry Connolly 
Att: 10,117 

Pos: 5th 
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Happy Supporters — before the game 


* FINAL STANDINGS 
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Newcastle Breakers 
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Melbourne Knights 


Gippsland Falcons 
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‘Manny’ Zammit is no Stranger to involvement in a football club and wanted to attempt, along with Remo 
Nogarotto, to attract a broader spectrum of support at a previous club. It didn’t eventuate, being shouted 
down: ‘When | was at Sydney United, as their CEO, | tried to put them where Northern Spirit are now, with 
Remo, and to be honesi, it was a Jost cause there and that gave us the idea to go and set it up ourselves. 
David Hill gave us the opportunity to put our plans into practice and by giving us the approval to go ahead." 


After formulating their idéas of creating a football team that all walks of life could follow, there wasn't a great 
deal of time to implement the plan and as ‘Manny’ explains: ‘It took us a good six months to think things 
through. We did a lot of market analysis, alot of research and we looked at what has worked in Australia and 
what hasn't. We eventually really put together something we believed football in this country needed and the 
outcome is that the fans have backed it," 


With so much achieved/in so short a space of time, there must have been times when they thought they were 
banging their heads collectively against the proverbial brick wall. They didn’t flinch from the task and carried 
it on to where we are today, but as Manny continues: ‘To this point in time, it's been the hardest 18 months 
of my life without a doubt. To set up a club from scratch was beyond the expectations of Remo and myself. 
It was far harder than we expected. We projected that we needed a hard core fan base of 5,000 people at our 
home games to keep the club afloat and to give us something to build trom. The fact that we finished the 
season with an aggregate crowd of over 14,500 completely blew us all away. It has been the only self 
achieved joy that we've really had. To see the Australian public come along and support a vision and a dream 
in this way has been mind blowing." 


That support base has \come from every facet of Australian culture, all races, all colours, all religions and 
everyone made to feel welcome. It is something that ‘Manny’ feels strongly about: ‘It goes to show'that the 
game is strong here, far stronger than we expected." 


In a season of mixed emotions, there is surely one point that sticks in the mind of this enterprising Vice 
Chairman: ‘After our crowd support.and getting into the Top Six in our first season, when_two thirds of the. 
established clubs have never made it that far, | would have to say the one abiding memory that keeps coming 
to mind is when our team walked out for the first time. | feel that that is when the club was really born. | think 
that when the people who packed Spirit Park that evening saw the team walking out for the first time, | 
honestly believe the club was aetually born then." 

That came as a surprise to one pundit, mentioned in the opening lines of this book, because this club had no 
fans, no tradition and he couldn't See where the support would come from. So what went through the mind 
of the VC at the completion of the campaign: ‘Every code has its\crities and we just proved ours wrong, ‘came 
the reply with a wry smile: ‘That's really all that needs to be said.” 


Never a truer word spoken! 
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FINAL’S WEEK ONE 
Friday, 30th April 1999 


G3 Northern Spirit 0 
Marconi Fairfield 0 


In an eagerly anticipated meeting, the G3 Northern Spirit and Marconi 
Fairfield produced a bruising encounter in a physical, but fair, match at 
Spirit Park, and although the game remained goal-less, it certainly 
entertained and epitomised everything that is Final’s football - passion, 
drama, commitment and thrills, It was to be their second match against 
each other in less than seven days and would set the tone for their third 
encounter nine days later. 


Spirit went for the jugular right from the start in their customary fashion 
and could have been a goal to the good before Marconi announced they 
were in the mood for a scrap. The ball fell invitingly for Brendan Renaud 
to strike from 18-metres out. His venomous shot hit the crossbar with 
such ferocity that it didn’t land until reaching the crowd some thirty 
metres behind the net. 


It was to be Marconi’s only worthwhile effort of the half and although 
Francis Awaritefe proved his usual handful, even he was shackled for 
much of the match. 


Daniel Watkins and Robbie Slater started up front for Spirit with Clayton 
Zane warming the bench, although he did replace Watkins after 55- 
minutes. As was the case with Spirit's season thus far, chance after 
chance was produced but nothing came of it. 


A somewhat unseemly scuffle broke out after Stallions defender Darren 
McDonald appeared to be caught late by the tackle of Spirit's lan Crook. 
Referee Eugene Brazzale only saw fit to award a yellow card to Crook 
and a free kick to the visitors, much to the indignation of the visiting 
fans. Perhaps it was poetic justice for the foul McDonald had produced 
on Michael Cunico the previous week? 


Kresimir Marusic had the best chance of the opening period for the 
Spirit side when he unleashed an effort from the edge of the area late 
on, only to see Marconi ‘keeper Ante Covic push the ball around the post 
for a corner. 


Marconi went on to lose Korean international Pan-Keun Kim before half- 
time with a leg injury. The game had been physical, but fair throughout 
and would have been end-to-end football with little stop-page time had 
fate not conspired otherwise. 


Marconi players Robbie Hooker, Dominic Longo, Darren McDonald and 
Christian Care all had to leave the field at some stage to receive 
treatment for cuts, Longo probably receiving the worst of it. 


He left the field for treatment and returned with his head swathed in 
bandages before exiting the field of play once more to get attention to a 
shoulder injury that appeared to be dislocated, only to return again as 
the visitors had already used their full complement of substitutes. He 
said after the match: ‘/t dir 7 
hard, tough final’s fo 


There v 


In a relentless, uncompromising battle, Marconi left Spirit Park with a 
nil-all draw which had the media installing them as favourites to win the 
tie in the 2nd leg at Bossley Park the following week. 


With Spirit needing only to secure a score draw (away goals rule 
applying) or better to advance, Marconi would have to defeat them to go 
through. A nil all draw again would see 30-minutes of ‘Golden Goal’ 
extra-time and, if that proved unable to separate these two closely 
matched sides, a penalty shoot-out would decide who would advance to 
the next round. 


With Marconi Stadium likely to be filled to the rafters for only the second 
time this season, and with more than half of that crowd there to support 
the Spirit, the return leg would be sure to provide more of the same 
fireworks in a new found rivalry that was shaping up to become one of 
the greatest in the years to come. 


With Adelaide City being held to a draw at home to Perth Glory two days 
later, no-one could predict who would be playing who on the third 
weekend of the final’s, only knowing that this was a season that promised 
shocks, headaches and the probability of going down to the wire. 
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APRIL 


Milestone 


Matthew Bingley, former Marconi Stallion, celebrated his 150th 
game in the NSL. 


Coaches comment: '/’m not too disappointed with the result 
and I'm pleased with the commitment the guy's showed tonight. 
We are still very much in this tie, We now go,to Marconi next 
week knowing that if we score, they have to put two on the 
board to go through. Anything other than an out-right win for 
them, or a score-less draw, during thé Ainety minutes will see 
us through. lim happy the media’ have installed us in the 
‘underdog’ category for this one." 


Spirit: Henderson, Crook, Rudan, CasserlyjeMarusic, Slater, 
Arnold, Watkins (Zane 55), Bilokapic, Langdon (Farid 75), 
Bingley. Sub not used: Blazincic, Moss, Cunico 

Stallions: Covic, M.Babic (Phillips 49), Longo, Kim(C.Care 36), 
McDonald, Z.Babic (Bruni 85), Smith, Farrah, Awaritefe, 
Renaud, Hooker. Sub not used: Hughes, Invincible. 


Yit; Spirits - Crook 
Stallions - Kim, Smith 


R/C: Nil 
Ref; Eugene Brazzale 
Att: 17,246 


FINAL’S WEEK TWO 
Sunday, 9th May 1999 
Marconi Fairfield 2 


Smith 45 

Z.Bahic 47 

G3 Northern Spirit 1 
Armold 81 


If the match at Spirit Park had been dubbed one of the most brutal in 
NSL history by the press, the return leg at Bossley Park had them 
purring about being one of the most dramatic, thrill enthused games 
seen in Australia in over 20-years of league football. 


Before the battle began, the Spirit fans, once again around 60% of the 
crowd, created many laughs when the Doughnut stall caught alight near 
to where they were standing. Up went the chants of ‘nothing to do with 
us’ and ‘turn your sprinklers on’ in reference to the match at Bossley 
Park when Marconi hosted Adelaide City in the penultimate round of the 
season when the ground sprinklers suddenly burst into life with about 
15-minutes of the game having been played. (What made it worse for 
the home team was that the match was being beamed live all around 
Australia at the time). 


Had Marconi not made it a ‘dry’ game, the Spirit fans would no doubt 
have helped out by throwing some beer on the offending apparatus. 


Back to football matters and Spirit coach Graham Arnold sprung an 
immediate surprise by playing Matthew Bingley up front in a striking 
role which so nearly brought its own reward in the sixth minute. 


Robbie Slater, already dominating his marker in Brendan Renaud on his 
favoured right-hand side of the field, whipped in a perfect cross which 
Bingley, rising at the far post, met with his head only to see it pass over 
Ante Covic in goal and rebound back into play off the crossbar. It was 
the first of many moves that should have seen Spirit home and dry 
although from the eventual clearance, Zeljko Babic received the ball in 
the Spirit half and weaved his way past two defenders, rounded ‘keeper 
Henderson and fired into an open goal for what surely would be the 
opening strike of the match. 


Somehow, Arnold managed to scramble back to the line and clear 
Babic’s feeble effort away. Babic was to atone for this miss later in the 
game, rather fortuitously so. 


Spirit again applied the pressure throughout with Bilokapic, Rudan and 
Zane all narrowly missing before Marusic sent a 30-metre effort 
whistling over after 28-minutes. 


It was the mercurial Marusic who was foiled again four minutes later 
when Darren McDonald got a crucial foot in inside the box as the Spirit 
midfielder had to wait for the ball to drop after an awkward bounce. 


The move of the first-half deserved better. Arnold found Mattie Langdon 
free on the left, who in turn played through for Marusic whose ball back 
to Arnold was matched only by the sheer pace of the player/coaches 
shot which Covic did well to hang on to. 


Henderson was called into action, at last, a minute later when Marconi 
hit on the break and had a three-on-two opportunity with Zeljko Babic 
using his pace to break through once more. Awaritefe was to his right 
but he played an inside ball to Mike Smith on his left which the Spirit 
‘keeper did well to block and put out for a corner. 


lan Crook unleashed a 30-metre swirling, curling effort in the 39th 
minute that had Covic dancing around the area but eventually covered. 
If nothing else, it certainly warmed his hands. 


Crook was involved again moments later when Bingley headed down a 
Marusic cross, only to see the former England player volley over the bar. 


More pressure as another Marusic cross was headed down again, this 
time by Paul Bilokapic, for Bingley, lying on the ground inside the six- 
yard area after an off the ball incident. He managed to get a shot in that 
went across the face of goal, totally wrong footing Covic and leaving 
several defenders looking on, before going agonisingly inches wide of 
the right-hand upright and out. 


ee 


Bingley was involved again seconds later when Marconi defender 
Buddy Farrah, leading a charmed life all night, attempted a header 
back to the ‘keeper that fell well short of the mark and the 
makeshift Spirit’striker was in like a flash. Covic, awake to the 
situation, sprinted from his line and did enough to put Bingley off 
before all three players ended up ina heap. 


In the 52nd minute.of the first-half;though quite where seven 
~ihinutes. of stoppage time could have been produced from is 
anyone's | Gibson took a corner for the Stallions which was 
met by a glancing header from Smith to put the home side one- 
nitin feet at the break, much to the frustration of the travelling 


» Ao rdes, ‘4 

oe “al la \yperit St Minutes old, and Amold reverting to 
tise | striki ae rit, a hopeftul 60-metre punt by Robbie 

| Hooker saw ‘son sprinting off his line to collect. Sadly for 

Spirit, custodian, he realised late that the ball would fall 
outside the area and as he allowed it to drop, it took a wicked 
bounce off the pitch, ‘over his head and although valiantly 

ln i to retrieve the situation, Zeljko Babic was able to 


_ canter past him and pop the.ball into the unguarded net for the 
easiest goal he'll ever score, 


” Henderson, having not made an errdr-since the round two match 

in Perth almost, was. distraught but it Wasn't too long ago that 
) ‘Covic was beatén at the same end in a game when the ball 
t bounced over his headjwhen he stood on the goal-line. 


Spirit, having Yad trouble finding the net all season, were now 
faced with having to score ‘inthe final 41-minutes of this 

me if they were tapro 
following Saturd 
produced a catalogue of 
it once. 


49th - Reminiscent of an earlier move, 
) Langdon, igo in turn laid it on to Marus | 
two defenders the wrohg way and slipped past a 


ho sent 
re ; firing inches wide, Mi Ses 
ae sbie Slater launches one from the right-hand corner of 
1 hat Covic has trouble holding, 
62nd - Clayton Zane fires from inside the six-yard box which 
Buddy Farrah keeps out with his hands on the line. No penalty is 
given, Farrah doesn't receive a red card and play goes on. A 
strange decision considering that a referee and assistant referee 
should both be unsighted at the same time and that neither of 
Cie ne 


ie, 


y 


75th - Paul Bilokapic fires in a cross that Arnold, despite his 
well documented neck injury, heads wide, 

78th - Substitute Paul Foster, having replaced Bilokapic 
moments earlier, manages to toe-poke the ball towards goal but’ 
Covic saves comfortably, 

‘80h - Marusic sends one in that Covic drops. Sadly Paul Foster 
just isn't quite quick enough to réach the ball first, 


S'st - Tony Faria, replacement for Langdon, stands|Hooker up, 


ghosts past two defenders and whips ina cross thatagain Covic 


@annot handle, but this’time Arnold is there to pick up the 


crumbs and bring the score back to 2-1 in Marconi’s favour and N 


aad nine minutes remaining, it’s all.hands to the pump, 


> Marusic fires in @ shotfrom he he box tl 
ee the bar, but the goal would have wed fi 
gone in for a ‘pushing’ foul that was cei ly no worse. than 


anything Marconi had been producing all evening. 


The above details only the better chances for Spirit’ when, in 
reality, there were many more half-chances that on any! other 
given day would probably have nestled nicely in the back of the 
het, but Marconi also had oppartinities to seal their victory, as 
the visitors played the gamerfurther upfield in the chase for the 
elusive goals, only for,some woeful finishing to be the end 
product which surely had the Stalliofis coach Frank: Farina 
reaching for the heart pills from his position on the bench. 


The match produced a real cup final atmosphere and, as such, 
there could only be one winner sadly it wasn’t to be the G3 
Northern Spirit but, in time honoured, fashion, it will give the 
side time to recoup, heal and concentrate for another assault on) 
the Ericsson Cup in, season 1999/2000. 


Coaches comment: ‘Paul Henderson has had a wonderful 
season for the Spirit and | feel for him right now. | am certainly 
not going to criticise him because he has helped to gain us 
many points this year and without him we wouldn't have 
reached the final's in the first place. | did throw my boots to the. 
supporters and at the moment I'm hurting, but | still have the: 
desire to play on next season, then again, maybe I'll concentrate 
on the coaching side. I'll see how | pull up after pre-season 
training and besides, it's a superstition thing. | didn’t want to 
keep a hold of unlucky boots. With regards the penalty incident, 
it was a red card offence and a certain penalty. Had it been 
given, it would have changed the whole complexion of the 
game. It Wasn't and it's water under the bridge now. Good luck 
to Marconi and all the other sides eft in the final’s and the 
heartfelt thanks of the players to all of our supporters. They 
have been magnificent this term and we'll be out to do better for 
them next season." 
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Stallions: Covic, Gibson, M.Babic, Longo, McDonald (Phillips 78), 
Z.Babic (Trajanovski 77), Smith, Farrah, Awaritefe, Renaud, Hooker. 
Sub not used: Hughes, Invincible, Farina 


Spirit: Henderson, Crook, Rudan, Casserly, Marusic, Slater, Arnold, 
Bilokapic (Foster 73), Zane, Langdon (Faria 79), Bingley. Sub not 
used: Perosh, Moss, Cunico 


Yc: Stallions - Smith 


Spirit - Arnold 

R/C: Nil 

Ref: Mark Shield 

Att: 11,319 

Agg: Marconi win 2-1 and progress to meet Perth Glory at the 
WACA. 


FAIS MASTERS WOlGle 
THE SEASON IN CONTEXT 


HIS MASTERS VOICE (PT 3) - THE SEASON IN CONTEXT 


With the season now at its conclusion, Graham Arnold could 
afford himself the small luxury of looking back on what must 
be deemed a successful year: ‘Maybe people underestimated 
the job at hand, Because we had good name players it doesn't 
automatically make for a good football side. What we achieved 
in our first year, both on and ff the field, was outstanding. | was 
proud of our on-field results. To make the six in our first year, 
when you consider Perth Glory took three years to make it, was 
a wonderful achievement and things look promising for our 
future. We are not here for the short term, we're here for the 
long haul and we definitely now have something to build on." 


In addition, there were moments during the campaign that 
were cause for delight: "The most pleasing aspect of the season 
was definitely the young guys who came through. | do believe 
in youth and the supporters will see more youngsters who have 
as much skill and talent as this years crop coming into the side 
next season. What we must be sure of is that we don’t do a 
Carlton because the supporters deserve to have a team who 
are going to be up there or there abouts challenging for 
honours." 


In conclusion, ‘Arnie’ had this to say to the massed ranks of 
wonderful supporters of Northern Spirit Football Club: ‘Here's 
wishing all the fans of Northern Spirit a happy off-season and 
| look forward to seeing you all next term. Thanks for all your 
support, you have been brilliant.” 


10-NIL, Wie ONLY WON TO-N00L 


The G8 Northern Spirit played an end-of-season fixture ‘Dazza’ was first class, well played. 


against Wakehurst and ran out 10-nil winners, as the title Of pay) Bilokapic and Clayton Zane played up to the fans, the 


this settion refers to, and was played in front of an estimated latter even utilising the advice of one supporter who was 


2,500 crowd - putting several Ericsson Cup clubs to shame, 
on a night full of fun and laughter, especially for the two 
representative teams, everyone agreed it was a memorable 
spectacle and thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 


wearing a pair of glasses with lights on and stood behind the 
goal in the first-half shouting: "This way Clacka, put the ball 

this way," before Zane completed a hat trick before half-time 

and the glasses disappeared? 

A small mention must go to Darryl (Wakehurst goalkeeper). 
At just 16-years of age ‘Dazza’, as he was christened by the 


For the record, the scorers were: Bilokapic, Zane, Zane, 
Slater, Zane, Zane, Watkins, Zane, Watkins and Andrew 
travelling Spirit army, couldn't be faulted for many of the 


| Zammit (Colts Team). 
{goals and along with his right back (the No.2), even joined in 


The evening could be summed up by the amount of children 
‘with some of the fun, especially as not one of the attendee’s g.could d up by the amount of childre 


" jueuing for autographs, of both sides, after the match and 
Made hurtful remarks nor ridiculed the local team on their 4 a it ee 
i the hospitality of the host club was fantastic. 


‘home ground of Lionel Watts Oval. Considering the young 
per was playing against some of Australia’s finest, he Great little club, terrific fans. 
ice himself nor let the team down at all. 


1A MONENIGHIS 


_ END OF SEASON PRESENTATION NIGHT 
In front of over 800 people at the Darling Harbour Convention Centre 
on Saturday, Sth June 1999} f hern Spirit held their first club awards 
night. All three re resentative tt is - Colts, Youth and NSL side - were 
presented with an inaugural season plaque to commemorate their 
service with the fledgling stp uring the first year. 


COLTS SQUAD 1998/99 
David Anderson, lain Chur a Cunningham, Nathon Foti, 
Nathaniol George, Luke Gray, |Paul Johnson, Pascal Julliard, Shannon 

King, Todd Macrae, Adam Monteleone, Murray Nelson, Ben Pogue, 

Michael Prentice, ation Roberts, Owen Rogers, Chris Sharpe, 
Matthew Stanley, Matt uc , John Turco, Nicolas Vasili, Colin 


YOUTH SQUAD 1998/99 
John-Paul Bourke, Michael Cavallaro, 

Dougheney, Antonio Faria, Adam Griffiths, Ryan , Anthony 
Kanaan, Clint Mayberry, Simon Miller, Milos Milosevic, Brett Murray, 


Walker, Shawn White! Andrew Zammit, lan Crook (Coach), Sab Travato 
(Ast. Coach), Warren Gooke|( 


I 4 
Coaches award aoa i one 


Elvis Olic, Adam Snyder, Jacek Sobczyk, Gary van Egmond (Coach), 
Mark Channell (Manager), Gideon Cowen (Physio). 


Coaches Award - Jacek Sobczyk 
Most Improved Player - Ryan Griffiths 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT SQUAD 1998/99 
MOUNT "4 John Perosh, Nicholas Purdue, Eddy Bosnar, lan Crook, Mark Rudan, Luke Casserly, Kresimir Marusic, 


Robbie Slater (captain), Graham Arnold (Player/Coach), Gabriel Mendez, Troy Cranney, James Stubbs- 
Mills, Philip Moss, Tony Perinich, Paul Foster, Daniel Watkins, Paul Bilokapic, Paul Wearne, Clayton Zane, 
Peter Blazincic, Michael Cunico, Pau! Henderson, Matthew Langdon, Robert Enes, Adem Poric, Matthew 
| Bingley, Bill Collins (Physio), Steve Watson (G/K Coach), Nelson Delasio (Gear Steward). 
j 


Coaches Award - Paul Henderson 


Players Player - Paul Bilokapic 


THE BACK-UP TEA 


Kathryn Greiner (President), Remo Nogarotto (Chairman), Emmanuel Zammit (Viee Chairman), 
Allan Novis (General Manager), Kerry Chikarovski (Director), Peter Rix (Director), Rene Licata 
(Director), Phil Wolanski (Director), Gary Pearse (Corporate Partnerships Manager), Melissa 
Down (Operations Manager), Micky Brock (Membership/Supporter Liaison Officer), Philip Moss 
(Youth Development Officer), Dave Mason (Media Director), Danielle Kinsey (Admin Ast.). 


A special award was also made to the ‘Club Person of the Ye 
individual, not necessarily a player or behind the scenes staff r 
the public, a supporter or an association that had provided 
throughout the past season. The award was made by Chairman Mr. Rem 
a host of candidates, one stood out. 


jogarotto and among 


Club Person Of The Year - Bill Collins 
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THE END 
OF THE LINE 


The season didn’t begin with ‘Once upon a time’ and certainly 
never finished ‘And they all lived happily ever after’, but the 
rebirth of association football in Sydney, if not Australia, had 
begun. Of that there can be no arg 


That the G3 Northern Spirit finished the campaign in the Top 
Six was a a platform for bigger 
‘of some. 

re is 


IM. Oni Ip @iM Spi Lil itl 98/' 9 9 Season Fixtures/Results 


October Opponent Scorers Home ‘Away 
i en9) SYD OLYMPIC* ey 18,985 
2 Suni perth glory (0-2) 17,580 
3 Sun 25 carlton (2-1) Rudan 16,94 4,209 
4 Fri 30 MELB KNIGHTS. (2-1) Marusic 26, Watkins 83 13,654 
November 
5 Fié WOLLONGONG (1-0) Slater 52 14,818 
6 Sun 15 adelaide city (0-2) c 4,726 
7 Fri/Sun bye 
8 Fri27 BRISBANE STR. (14) Marusic 14 15,862 
December 
9 Sun6 sydney united (0-1) 6,236 
10 Mon 14 canberra cos (1-0) Bilokapic 56p 1,704 
11 Sun 20 sth melbourne (0-2) 6,206 
12 © Sun 27 GIPPSLAND F (1-0) Marusic 81 10,374 
January y 
13 Sun3 adelaide sharks (3-2) Crook 60, Zane 83, Marusic 85 2,809 
14° FriB NEWCASTLE B (0-0) 13,206 
15 Fri 15 MARCONI F (4-0) Bilokapic 23, Slater 28, Marusic 40, Watkins 85 17,507. 
16 © Sun 24 sydney olympic (3-2) Slater 9,29, Enes 54 9,151 
17 Tue 26 PERTH GLORY (1-0) Cunico 73 17,722 
18 Frio SYD UNITED (1-2) Marusic 68 17,024 
CL aD cca Ie AE TSS ae eee | 
19 Sat6 brisbane strikers (1-5) Arnold 85 5,436 
20 «Sun 14 CARLTON (3-1) Arnold 45, Slater 58, Marusic 65 8,328 
21 = Sun 21 melb knights (3-2) Watkins 33, Arnold 46, Slater 77 3,728 
22 = Sun 28 wollongong (2-3) Slater 22, Bingley 66 5,679 
Lis Bee SY Se eae a | 
23 Fri ADELAIDE CITY (1-0) Zane 28 15,104 
24 ‘Fri/Sun bye 
25 Fi 19: CANBERRA (1-2) Zane 22 10,482 
26 Fri 26 STH MELB (1-0) Marusic 10 16,543 
27 ‘Sat 3 gippsland falcons (1-1) Arnold 43 b 4,500 
28 Frid ADELAIDE SHA (241) Crook 1, Casserly 34 15,246 
29 «Fri 16 newcastle b (1-1) Bilokapic 59p 5,015 
30. = Sun 25 marconi fairfield (0-1) 10,117 
* New NSL attendance record 204,855, 84,096 
FINALS 
31 Frio MARCONI FLD - (0-0) 17,246 
ER en see pS aaa 
32 Sun9 — —_‘marconi fairfield (1-2) Arnold 81 11,319 


gM a ee 
NORTHERN SPIRIT APPEARANCES (25/5° 


1 12 ~=«13 «14 «415 ~=16 20 21 22 

22_P Henderson* x}]x}|x}x{x |x x| x 

E Bosnar ¥ 52 y83 

1 Crook ( 

M Rudan xR 

L Casserly ; 

K Marusic 

R Slater 

G Arnotd 

TCranney 

P Bilokapic 

C Zane 

N Purdue 

D Watkins 

M Cunico 

R Enes 

P Moss 

P Weare 

J Stubbs-Mills 

A Snyder 

M Langdon 
29% A Poric 

G Mendez 

J Sobezyk 

J Perosh* 

P Blazincic* 

M Bingley 

P Foster 

A Faria 


gg 


for Sydney Olympic * = Goalkeeper, x1 first sub OFF y = Yellow, R = Red 's = Sub Not Used 330 65 37 
anberra Cosmos (on loan) Lowest figure = first sub ON X = Starting Eleven < or > = double substitution 


Sth Melbourne 


Sydney United i aii i 
\ g Ci 12, G1. 25. 0-0 1:2 3:2. 33. 1-0. 


HOME Les AWAY matches down; HOME score always shown first, # Cosmos HOME games played in Perth/Melbourne 


ee 


NSL ATTENDANCES®!119°/09 SEASON 


Total 


Average 
Away 


Canberra Cos! 
rire away fr 


{|} 
| 


Vly aU U 1 { o 


in Spirit matches in the 98/99 season) 


Rd Referee Yellow Red 
1 Simon Micallef Nil Rudan 
2 Eugene Brazzale Henderson, Slater Casserly, Bilokapic 
3 Brett Hugo Cranney, Arnold, Rudan, 
Slater, Enes 
4 Mark Shield 
5 Brett Hugo Bilokapic, Enes 
6 Louis Prospero Enes 
7 BYE 
8 Gerry Connolly Marusic, Slater 
9 Simon Micallef Bilokapic, Slater, Enes 
10 Greg Leverton Zane, Bilokapic, Moss 
td Eddie Lennie Enes, Zane, Rudan 
12 David Dwight Rudan, Enes, Marusic, 
Slater, Cunico 
13 Sam Hesic Marusic, Arnold, Bilokapic, Arnold 
Rudan 
14 Greg Tippet Wearne 
15 Eugene Brazzale Slater, Crook 
16 Simon Micallef Langdon, Enes, Bosnar Rudan 
17 Barry Panella Bilokapic, Arnold 
18 Gerry Connolly Ni 
19 Eddie Lennie Ni 
20 Simon Micallef Marusic, Rudan 
21 Louis Prospero Bingley, Zane, Enes 
22 Brett Hugo Ni 
23 Eddie Lennie Ni 
24 BYE 
25 Eddie Lennie Ni 
26 Mark Shield Crook 
27 Jeremy Blaney Crook 
28 Mark Shield Crook, Marusic 
2d Matthew Breeze Rudan 
30 Gerry Connolly Bilokapic 
1st Eugene Brazzale Crook 
2nd Mark Shield Arnold 
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THE G3 NORTHERN SPIRIT 
LEAGUE TABL 


(Yellow = 1 point, Red = 2 points) 


‘Referee 


i oo 


E 


G Y R Pts AVY AVR 


[\ |i 


1 i ) 


(Or “he got booked for Spirit”) 


Graham Arnold 28 2 1 4 


eS aes 25 * 1 2. 
‘ fia ei 4 il - 1 
_ Eddie Bosnar 12 1 - 1 
pene leas eS i a 1 


(Yellow = 1 point, Red = 2 points) 


Copiers, faxes, printers 
toners, cartridges 
ribbons, service, anything.. 


If you’ve got a problem with your 
office equipment 
KD Business Equipment can 
supply it, finance it, repair it or service it! 


At KD Business Equipment we don’t just sell you a 
machine or supplies, 
we provide you with the total service package. 


We offer new and remanufactured machines and finance packages 
from rentals to long or short term leases. 


We have the best priced supplies in Sydney for all makes and models 
and same day free delivery* in the metropolitan area. 


We can also provide same day fax servicing which will have you back faxing in no time. 


So call us today and let KD put some service back into your office. 


e BUSINESS 
EQUIPMENT 


Call KD Business Equipment toll free on 


1800 811 462 


* conditions apply 


(iene Oe Come 


ae 


Now you can take home your Heroes 


stunt 
waste nl 


Actual Print Size 
Ping 43cm x 30cm 


Over 70 exquisite pencil sketch 
prints, greeting cards and 

key rings of your favourite 
soccer and showbiz celebrities. 


‘ wright 
BB yc tisn tet 


These make great gifts for fans of all ages, 
(Prints come in attractive presentation pack) 


Come and see us at our stand at the fantastic new Showring Markets at Fox Studios - Moore Park Sydney. 
Open every Sat & Sun ( FREE ENTRY TO PUBLIC ) or call us for your nearest stockist. 


CELEBRITY SKETCHES P.O. BOX 1005 MANLY 1655 NSW_ Telephone: 0416 124 516 


m9 . R 


Pein We Paks 


i. sis Ace fae Horo 
Woodpark, 216 


oF Shop 1, 21-25 Dell 


St, 


Luke Casserly, Hair by Grace Styles 


Don’t leave 
home without it. 


The American Express 
NSW Soccer Card. 


joseph murphy 
photography 
0409 746 764 
mobile 


Your opportunity to pay less for credit 
02 987 Se. and put more into soccer. 


joe@imagedisk.com.au 


For further information, contact American Express 
on 1300 36 36 87 
(8.00am-7.00pm 7 days a week). 


Features of the American Express Soccer Card 

include: 

0) 6-month introductory interest rate of 8.95% 

0) No membership fees for first year - and then 
only $25 per year 

0) Up to 55 days interest free. 


www.soccernsw.com.au 
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) 


We (#2 


holas ‘Nick: Purd: 


| Nic 


Luke ‘Cruncher’ Casserly (#6) “O 


os: 24/12/78 Syéney 

sigh: Capricorn 

POS Central Detender 

ur 1.80% 

war, 74%q 

SPIRIT APS: A (loaned to 
Canberra Cosmos) 

SPIRIT BLS: co 

NSL APS: 1 

NSL GLs: 8 

PREV CLUBS: Roda JC (Hot) KR 


Genk (Bel) Parramata 
Eagles, $1 Geora 
Sutherland 
nsw US/aMS, Aus 
oeys Tour 

My firs touch of the 
ball has tobe good 


EP HOM: 


SUPERSTITIONS: 


FOOTIEHATES: Selfish and un- 
sportsman like players 
WORDS OF ADVICE: Never lose concentration, 


and dedication 
Only played the one match with Spirit 
hefore being loaned out to Canberra, Had 
a terrific season with them and featured in 
the 1-2 loss to Cosmos at Spirit Park when 
playing forthe visitors, 


os 18/01/03 London, 
England 

sian Capricorn 

Pos: Midtila/Sweeper 

ar 47m 


wor 7g 
SPIRIT APS: i 
SPIRIT GLS: 2 
NSL APs: 12 
NSL GLs: 2 


PREV CLUBS San Froece (Jap), 
Norwich chy (Eng), 
Tottenham Hotspur 
(Eg) 

REP HON England Representative 

SUPERSTITIONS: Far foo many to mention 

FOOTIE HATES: Bad retrees 


WORDS OF ADVICE: — Enjoy the good times 
because there are manylow 
pols to endure 

‘A campaign ravaged by injury but showed 
his years of experience overseas stood him 
in good stead, A free-kick specialist and a 
ready wi, looked very comfortable in 
midfield or acting as sweeper. 


os snv2rta Sydney 
Siaw: Saoitarus 

Pos: Dotendoridiolé 
gr: 4.86 

war: 15k9 

SPIRIT APS: % 

SPIRIT CLS: 1 

SLAPS: 130 

st Gts: a 

PREV CLUBS: ‘Marcon! Falriold 


EP HON NSW & Aus Schoolboys NSW. 


Snr, Young Soecero0, Aus 
23, Socceron 


SUPERSTITIONS: 
FOOTIE HATES: Losing 
WoRDS OF aovice 


Afow privat ones 


LUsten to your coaches an 
slay each game a itt were 
your lat. 

Created many problems for opposing 
defenders from either an attacking-midtield 
or Fight wing role. Was unfortunate with 
weather problems when going overseas for, 
trials but didn’t let the side down upon his, 
return 


Mark~ 


‘Leko’ Marusic (#7) —5 


IMIr 


) 


Kres 
£5 


os 20/04/00 Sydney 

108; Toarus 

POs: Centre Bock/Sweeper 

or: 1.9m 

wer. 8g 

SPIRIT APS: n 

SPInIT OLS: wi 

SL APS: % 

st es; Nit 

PREV CLUBS ‘Sydney United, AIS 

REP HON: NSW U/16, Australian 
U7, Young Socceroo 

SUPERSTITIONS: None 

FOOTIE HATES: Greedy people 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Train hard and never give up 


Did what he had to when called into the 
side. Represemled Australia in the World 
Youth Cup held in Nigeria during the 
season, 


21/08/78 Sydney 


Virgo 
Pos: Central Detender 
ian 1.9m 

war: 86k 

SPIRIT APS: 24 

SPIRIT OLS: 2 

SL APS: 19 

NSL GLs: 8 

PREV CLUBS: Sydney United, Als 
AEP HOW. 20 Young Soecer00 


SUPERSTITIONS: Always put my socks on 
before my boots 
FOOTIEHATES: Losing 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Liston, work hard and have 
respect, 

‘ter the initial send-off in the opening 
‘ound against Olympic, came back stronger 
‘and deserved far greater acclaim for his 
performances that contributed to a 
tremendous defensive record while also 
adding @ couple of very important goats 
Will go down in history as the frst player to 
score an NSL goal for Northern Spirit, Has: 
‘gone down in history as the frst player to 
‘core an NSL goal for Northern Spirit, a feat 
that can never be repeated. For that matter, 
he scored the fst headed goal and the first 
strike with a shot for the club, 


os 23/11/68 Zagreb, Croatia 
SIGN, Sugitarus 

Pos: Midions 

er. aim 

wor: 74.5 

SPIRIT APS: a 

SPIRIT GLS: a 

SL APs; a5 

SL GLs: 2 

PREV CLUBS Carlion, Sydney United, 


Melbourne Knight, Croatia 
Zagreb, Dinamo Zagreb 

REP Hot wi 

SUPERSTITIONS; Always wear 2 good luck 

charm during a game 

FOOTIE HATES Sellshplayors 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Work hard and be patient. 


Another season and another campaign that 
proved ‘Leko’ is head and shoulders above 
the rest in this feague. Came in for some 
hheavy treatment throughout the year but stil 
finished top scorer with eight goals. The 
supporters were blessed in being able to 
cheer on such a gifted player as one of their 
own. 


22/11/64 Ormsitk, 


England { 
sian seario | 
os matt ¢ 


1.80m i 
wer: 83k ' 
SPIRIT APS: 21 (captain) | 
SPIRIT GLS: 1 
WSL APS: ar 
NSL OLS: 53 


PREV CLUBS: Wolverhampton Wanderers 
(Eng), Southampton (Ena) 
West Ham Utd (Eng), 
Blackburn Rovers (Eng), 
‘Lens (Fra), Andertcht 
(Gel), Sydney Croatia, 
Blackiown Cty, $t Georg 
Auburn 
‘us UA, Soccero0 
Too many fo write 
Injuries 


Train hard 


REP HOW: 
SUPERSTITIONS: 
FOOTIE HATES: 
WoROS OF ADVICE: 
Captained Spirit through the inaugural 
season with aplomb, always leading by 
example, Netted seven times in his brief 
\ encounters as a striker, second only 10 
‘Marusic, but was generally more effective 
in his familiar rote wide on the right 
Effective talker on the pitch. 


12/08/78 Argentina 
Pisces 
‘tacking Midleldor 
1.65% 

69h 

8 


SPIRIT APS: 
SPIRIT ats: 
SL APS: 

Nt GLs: " 


PREV CLUBS: Parramatta Eagles, 
‘Marconi Fairield, Amira 
Wacker (Austria), Notts 
‘County (Ena) 

REP HOW: ‘lyroos, Socceroos 

SUPERSTITIONS: Private 

FOOTIE HATES: Bad coaches 


ons OF AOvICE 
Unable to really do himselt justice 
when spending a large portion of 
the year recovering {rom his third 
knee re-construction. Produced 
some memorable moments for all 
that, 


Believe in yourslt 


yy 


aera aN 


2/12/29 Sydney 
Sagittarius 
Central Matelder 
4,83 


SPIRIT APS: 4 
SPIRIT LS: 
SL APS: 4 


NSL GLS: Ni 

PREV CLUBS Aye Cty, Waringah 
Dolphins, Gladesuile 
Hornby 

EP HOW NSW Schoolhoys 

SUPERSTITIONS: None 

FOOTIE HATES: Playors whe don't give 


100% torn 2 game 
Play the game as much a5 
you ean and enjoy yoursell 
Didn't get too many outings after signing 
as an apprentice but would be reasonably 
happy with the way things went. One for 
the future 


WORDS OF ADVICE: 


os: 03/08/68 Sydney 

SIGN: Leo 
Pos: Strike/Stopper 

Hr: 4.83, 

wor: 82g 


SPIRIT APS: 28 playereoach) 
SPIRIT GLS: 5 
SL APs: 202 { 
WSL GLS: n ‘ 
PREV CLUBS: San Fresce (Jap), NAC 
Breda (Hol), FC Liege 
(el), Rods JC (Hol, | 
Sydney Crosta, Chater 
(GaN), Suthertand | 
REP How 93 Socceroo appearances, 
oats 
SUPERSTITIONS: Always wear the same 
erpants 
FOOTIEHATES: _‘lnconsatent referees 


‘WORDS OF ADVICE: 


The player/coach produced a wonderful 
return from a seasoned campaigne 
course. Suffered a nect 
plece thal was to prompt his exi 
striker to a sweepers role. The move was 
‘more than effective and long may he 
Continue to pull on the boots in the name 
of the club, 


‘Trai with he ballot 


‘0/02/72 Brisbane 
Aquarius 
Midtieigor 

1.72m 

wor, 7K 

SPIRIT APS: 4 

SPIRIT GLS: 
NS APS: 
SL GLS: 16 


PREV CLUBS Arsbane Stcikrs, 
Heldelborg United, 
Sunshine Goorge Cross 
feP HOW ‘OLD Youth, QLO Snr, 1991 ) 
‘Aus Youth squad yi 
SUPERSTITIONS: Right boot on first, ett A 
boot, ight shinpad, let 
shinpad ote Fit 
FOOTIE HATES: ary players f 
WORDS OF ADVICE, Free as much as you 7 } 
Having missed only six games in as many 1 


years for the Strikers, ‘Cranners’ 
campaign came to an abrupt end after a 
‘mere four matches when suffering an 
Achilles tendon injury in training. Showed 
enough to excite the fans with his wing- 
play and for the 1999/2000 term, 


Os/071 London, mstond 


sion: tira 

os uy 

vr: 1750 

wer tts 

SPR APS: ” 

srmarcis; 

SLAPS x 

stats ® 

PREYCLURS: Eaten Sct Crna 
ohinn may ete 
Shee. Bay eos 

mer HO isu Steeteye #78888 

SUPERSTONS: Howe 

FOOTERATES: Chute antag refeees 

WORDS OF ADWCE: Set atage sd ont ce 


ap eal you've reached it 


Reliable left-sided defender who doubles 
25 the Youth Development Officer. Withaut 
‘question, 2 success at this level and 
certainly never let anyone down. Has a 
legitimate claim to a slice of history when 
selling the first ever Northern Spirit 
competition goal when scoring for the 
Yooth Team. 


oB: 2anens 
sian: Capricorn 

Pos: Striker 

SPIRIT APS; 4 

SPIRIT GLS: ch 

NSL APS: 4 

NSL GLS: wi 

PREV CLUBS: Parramatta Eagles, South 


{i Nom ng atone 

‘Team (Guest foreign player) 
Brought in on a short term contract as 
Cover for injuries, never had the 
opportunities to show what he is capable 
of. Looked the goods though. 


(06/08/76 Sydney 
Leo 
Central Midtielder 


war, 

SPIRIT APS: 

SPIRIT GLS; 

SL APS: 

SL Gus: 

PREV CLUBS: Ardy sd lit 
0) 


AEP HOW: Cpl U7 Joeys 1993, Unig 
WYC.95, Otyo0 & Soccero0 


SUPERSTITIONS; 

FOOTIE HATES: 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Liston and work har al what 
you do 

‘The ‘Enforcer’ had a magnificent 

tin midtield or defence. 

throughout and powerfully built, could easily 

stare many opposition pl 

submissio 

wish they had in their side. A real character 

‘on and off the field, 


1407/77 Neweastle, Australia 
Cancer 
Striker 
1.93, 


SPIRIT APS: 
SPIRIT OLS: 
SL APs; 
SL GLS: 
PREV CLUBS: 


REP HOW: NSW U/2tt3, NSW. 
‘Aus U20 & U23 Squads 

SUPERSTITIONS: None 

FOOTIE HATES: Losing 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Belleve In yourselt 

The butt of cruel and extromely vious jibes, ho 

shoved his commitment by not alfowing ito affect 

his play Was never signed as the lone striker, bo 


‘eld the ball up well ora big man and showed his 
‘lass on many occasions. 


: 


16) 


ns (# 


Watta’ Watki 


arne (#18) 5 


. 


‘Wearn 


(007/60 Sydney 
Cancer 

Stier 

1.8m 

‘80tg 


NSL Gus: 
PREV CLUBS: NSWIS, Parramatta Me 


REP HON: NSW U/4/5, Aus 
ongetever HSL 
ly 


SUPERSTITIONS: None 
FOOTIEWATES: Lazy players 
WORDS OF ADVICE: Follow your heart 
they didn’t know him before, after his 
goal against Melbourne Knights at Spirit 
Park, everyone found out! Needed a break 
rm bul grew in confidence and 
. Abright 


Midieler/Stopper 
4,88 


SPIRIT APS: 
SPIRIT GLS: 
ISL APS: 
WSL GL: 


PREV CLUBS: NSWIS, Parramatta Eagles, Marcon! 
Flot 


REP HOW: NSW Schoolboys, Avs U/20 
SUPERSTITIONS: Hone 
FOOTIEHATES: ——Spiting on or off the told 


WORDS OF ADVICE: Your ony a goad your 
9, playhard bu fair 


eprosonted Ausraia inthe World Youth Cup in 
Nigeria, 


SPIRIT APS: 
SPIRIT GLS: 

SL APS: 

NL GS: 

PREV CLUBS: Marconi Fai 

EP HON: ‘us U/7 dooys,Olyroos 
SUPERSTITIONS: Never shave before a game 
FOOTIE MATES: Players who dont pay ax 
part of team 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Enjoy the game 

‘Scored the winning goal against Perth Glory 
with a thunderous ‘chip’ from fully 25m out, 
the future is rosy all around. The third of our 
representatives who went to Nigeria for the 
World Youth Cup, his best is good now but 
wait untit it fully matures, A hugely, 
respected young man, 


oe: 22/04/76 Liverpool, Australia 


sign: Taurus 

Pos: = Goatkeoper 

Hon 1.85, 

wer: 89h, 

SPIRIT APS: eo 

SPIRIT GLS: wi 

SLAPS: 30 

NSL GLS: wi 

PREV CLUBS: ‘Sutherland 

EP HON: i 

SUPERSTITIONS: You name it 

FOOTIEHATES: Losing 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Don't let your fears get inthe 
way of your 


‘What can be said about the man? The only 
ever-present during the season, saved 

Spirit more than they care to let on, and is 
without doubt the crowd favour 
Tremendous ‘keeper, warm hearted and 
surely has great prospects. 


oe: 22/00/75 Shepparton, Victoria 
SIGN: Leo 

Pos: ‘Swoopor/Midtatdor 

Nor 1.77m 


war, T0k0 
SPIRIT APS; 20 
SPIRIT GLS: 1 


SL APS: a 
SL ats; 1 
Rev CLUBS Portsmouth (Eng), Sydney 


United, Melbourne Zebras 


Vie u/a/t4/15, Aus U20, 
‘lyro0s, Socceroos 


EP HON 


SUPERSTITIONS; None 

FOOTIE HATES Deliberate attempts to injure 
ther payers 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Set your goals and work 
towards them 


Signed until Christmas, stayed until injury 
curtailed his season, A polished performer 
with additional Socceroo and overseas 
experience. Could be described as a utility 
man being equally accomplished as 
‘swoeper, midfielder or delender. Exudes 
calmness and class on the ball 


08 21/1079 Labon, Portal 
sia sagitaies 
os: wie 
iG 1.80m 
wor taka 
SPIRIT AS: a 

SPIRIT LS: wi 

| SL APS: 3 

| NSL GLS: Ni 
Prey CLUBS Blacktown Cy 
AEP HON i 
SUPERSTITIONS: Kone 
FOOTIEMATES: n/a 


WORDS OF ADVICE: if you really want it you wil 
sett you work hard 
enough fort 

Seized his chance and thrilled the fans with 

his brief appearances. So much skill bound 
y up in such a slight frame, looks 
exceptionally talented for his 
to watch out for. 


ye. One more 


) 


AS) 


(# 


1é 


don 


angers Lang 


 Sobezyk (#28) +5 Adam ‘Snydes’ Snyder (#26) 


8: onsen 
sic: Taurus 

Pos: Dotondor 

nr: 1.88m, 

war: 699 

SPIRIT APS: Fe) 

SPIRIT GLS: Nit 

SL APs: 2 

NL GLs: ni 

PREV CLUBS: 'NS, Wollongong City 
REP HON: NSW UNS, Aus U17 
SUPERSTITIONS: None 

FOOTIE HATES: ‘Don't really have one 
WORDS OF ADVICE: Just keep att 


As his words of advice state, he just ‘kept 
at it, to the extent he proved to be the 
surprise of the season. Always looked 
comfortable on the ball, reputations don’t 
scare him, Prepared to run at the defence 
all day and deliver plenty of telling 
crosses, 


ow: +16)02/60 Sydney 
sioN: Aquaria 

Pos: Striker 

Nr. 1.16 

wor: 6g 

SPIRIT APS: 2 

SPIRIT OLS: ni 

SL APs: 2 

SL GLS: wi 


PREV CLUBS: Parramatta Eagles, UTS 
‘olympic 

{NSW Schoolboy Champions, 
State Champions W/21 
SUPERSTITIONS; None 

FOOTIE HATES ne 

WORDS OF ADVICE: - With work comes reward 
Given a couple of opportunities due to 
injuries, Adam showed he has what it takes 
to make it at this level, Needs another 
season to nurture those talents. 


EP HOW: 


wy 
re 
a, 


08: 07/00/79 Wroclaw, Poland 
SIGN: Sagitarvs 

os: idiots 

or: 1.82n 

wor. 74k 

SPIRIT APS: 1 

SPIRIT GLS: i 

SL APS: 1 

NL GLs: i 

PREV CLUBS: Blacktown City 


AEP HON: NSW Super League YUh 
iors U/14, NSW State 


‘Champions U/t3/14, Minor 


SUPERSTITIONS: 
FOOTIE HATES: na 
WORDS OF ADVICE: Enjoy the game 


Slipped if for one game, will be a name to 
ook for down the track. 


PREV CLUBS: UTS Olympic, Shetied 
‘Wednesday (Eng) 

REP HOW: NSW 19/14, Aus U9 

SUPERSTITIONS: Hone 

FOOTIEHATES: Incompetent refers 

WORDS OF ADVICE: Enjoy the game 

Started the season with one club and 

finished with the Spirit, although his 

‘campaign finished before it really got 

started. 


‘1/08/71 Sydney 
Loo 

uy 

4.83m 


0 


NSW Sehootboys U/nn/2, 
‘Aus Sehoolboys, NSW Yih 
isna/t69, Aus UATAD, 
Socceroos 


None 
FOOTIE HATES Injuries 
WORDS OF ADVICE: Give your al 
No stranger to NSL football, elegant on the 
ball and able to link defence to attack with 
and style. Easy to see why he is a 
current Soceeroo and highly regarded in 
booth Australia and Japan, 


21/08/56 
SIGN: Gemini 

Pos: Goalkeeper Coach 
wor 4.80% 

wor 0 

PREV CLUBS: Sydney United 9-years 
SUPERSTITIONS: 

FOOTIE HATES: 

‘WORDS OF ADVICE: 


WORDS OF ADVICE: 


ky 

Scottish uy Unio 
team, Glasgow Rang 
Socceroos 


‘Buy the physto beer or two, 
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‘Micky ‘Mere Mortal’ Brock (#99) 
jorthern Spirit Football Club 
ied Supporter Liaison Officer 
(the frst of his kind in Australian football), 
‘and later taking on Memberships too, 
“Brockie’ is married to Dianne and has two 
children - Liam and Saraid - and is no 
‘stranger to the football world, Starting out 
235. {reelance journalist with several 
pebiications, both and Australia, 


‘months working with Soccer Australia during 
the fateful 1997 World Cup Finals bid, In 

‘2déities to this, be has hosted several radio 
peogrammes on the game he loves, and is a 


‘TW and the print media. Has an exceedingly 
try, i sometimes strange, sense of humour, 


LAST KNOCKINGS 


Many people are probably wondering about the mysterious colouring of the pages, or 
the use of a certain spelling and thinking as to why this has been done, or is, perhaps, 
simply a touch of illiteracy, 


There are two very good reasons behind this: 


a/ The rainbow colour scheme represents the kaleidoscope of cultural, religious and 
political backgrounds shared by the supporters of Northern Spirit - Long may that ever 
be the case please and 


b/ The use of the spelling of ‘Coaches’ as opposed to ‘Coach's’ in the comment 
section, This stems back to the Supporters Awards Night when, under the category of 
‘Northern Spirit Coach of the Year Award’, three nominations were put forward: 
Graham Arnold, Manly Coaches and Scenic Tours Coaches. As majority rules, 
‘Coaches’ became the order of the day and any reference to it should be seen for what 
itis - a bit of fun! 


‘Micky 
brockie@northernspirit.com.au 
13-15 Ridge Street North Sydney 2060 
contact@northernspirit.com.au 


Phone 
(02) 9460 2187 


Fax 
(02) 9460 2183 


